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The upcoming ALA Annual Conference in Chicago has been cancelled, but it
will hopefully live on virtually with some additional planning by our dedicated
colleagues at ACRL (more details to come shortly). And while we won't get to
see each other and catch up in person this June, we'll share a different type of
connection, in some ways more personal. Through video conferencing, we can
invite each other into our homes, share a drink together at our Friday-night
social, pore through meeting agendas, and potentially participate in conference
programs as a shared online experience.
For those of you looking to gain community who are interested in joining ANSS,
you can find information on our website, or you can contact me directly
(jill.conte@nyu.edu). For existing ANSS members who would like to become
more deeply involved through committee work, please contact ANSS vice-chair,
Juliann Couture (juliann.couture@colorado.edu), who is currently making
appointments. And for those of you who are actively engaged with ANSS, I am
truly grateful for your dedication, your diligence, and your good cheer---you are
the heartbeat of ANSS! As I mentioned in a recent email on ANSS-L, please
don't hesitate to reach out if you're looking to connect or would like some extra
support (personal or professional) during this difficult time. -- Jill
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LIAISON COMMITTEE

Jylisa Doney, Chair

CONFERENCE PROGRAM PLANNING COMMITTEE CHICAGO, IL, 2020

Nashieli Marcano and Tom Diamond, Co-Chairs
The ANSS, PPIRS, and ULS ALA 2020 Chicago
Program Planning Committees met during fall and early
spring to jointly brainstorm potential guests and
narrowed the list of potential panel presenters for our
program session entitled Confronting the Myth of
Neutrality: Academic Libraries, Advocacy, and Free
Speech.
Of the possible topics, we finalized some core subjects
for the panel to address, including how academic and
research libraries grapple with the question of free
speech on campus. The adequate levels or degrees of
involvement of academic libraries in
conversations/debates surrounding limits on expression
on campus will be discussed, as will the role and
responsibilities of the library in facilitating debates on
free speech and ideas for creating a healthy free-speech
venue/location on campus. Finally, the panel can
address how academic libraries support academic
freedom, and their standing as neutral entities in
moments of controversy; in other words, to what extent
are our policies balancing the various freedoms
guaranteed by the First Amendment?
Our joint program was scheduled to take place on
Sunday, June 28th, from 4:00-5:30 p.m. We thank the
Executive Committee for approving funding for speaker
honorarium and gift cards. Sadly, due to the
cancellation of ALA Chicago 2020, the Annual
Conference Program Planning Committee members are
waiting for ALA staff to finalize discussions regarding
the possibility of transitioning programming, in any
capacity, to virtual formats. Stay tuned for more
information.

In January, the Liaison Committee held its virtual ALA
Midwinter meeting and members discussed their
progress on last year’s two areas of focus. In fall 2019,
the committee updated procedures and guidelines and
created new documentation related to the appointment
and reappointment of liaisons. These documents, which
included templates for recruiting, evaluating, and
recommending candidates, will be available to all future
members of the Liaison Committee. The committee
also planned a by invitation only virtual meeting for
current and previous liaisons, which was hosted in
February 2020 by Celia Emmelhainz (AAA Liaison)
and Christine Slaughter (ASA Liaison). The virtual
meeting was attended by the two hosts and two
previous liaisons. Discussion insights are as follows: 1)
building relationships as a liaison is challenging and
often takes several years, so it is important to stick with
it; 2) when attending scholarly conferences within their
liaison area, it is often useful for liaisons to attend
business meetings and socials, or join specific sections
or committees in areas of interest; and 3) current and
previous liaisons would like to continue to foster
discussions with ANSS librarians so they can bring
resources to the organizations they liaise with. For the
remainder of spring 2020, the committee will focus on
planning a liaison recruitment webinar for fall 2020 and
adding to their list of professional contacts for AAA,
ACJS, and ASA.

ACRL - AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
LIAISON REPORT
Celia Emmelhainz, UC Berkeley

This year the American Anthropological Association
(AAA) and the Canadian Anthropology Society
(CASCA) held their first ever joint meeting in
Vancouver, British Columbia, in late November 2019.
This was a great opportunity for anthropologists,
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librarians, and teachers to connect across two national
communities.
In particular, numerous sessions on research data
management may be of interest to social science
librarians who seek to connect with researchers. At one
session, The Lifecycle of a Career Research Record, or,
Estate Planning for Anthropologists, a panel of
Canadian anthropologists discussed issues they faced in
the laborious maintenance work involved with curating
their own research records. They expressed a feeling
that no one had ever worked systematically on these
issues before—which was an opportunity to connect
them with American anthropologists attending the
meeting as well as with the U.S.-based Council for the
Preservation of Anthropological Records for further
collaboration.
Given Canada’s heritage of research on indigenous
communities, every panel on research data highlighted
potential indigenous ownership over the products of
research conducted in their communities—causing me
to rethink my own research data instruction. James
Rose’s presentation, Indigenous Data Sovereignty in
Australia: Restoration of an Alienated Asset Class,
reported on the work of the Indigenous Data Network in
Australia to restore control over extracted data to
indigenous communities. A roundtable on Reconciling
the Archive: Principles & Practices of Research Data
Management similarly focused on maintaining
relationships with First Nations in Canada. And
speakers at Indigenous and Local Collecting:
Remembering What Museum History Forgets
highlighted how indigenous people have collected and
curated their own cultures long before Western
explorers claimed these products for our own libraries,
museums, and archives—appropriately placing credit
for our collections with earlier knowledge workers.
On a contemporary note, AAA unveiled the Open
Anthropology Research Repository (OARR) at this
year’s meetings. The website notes that OARR “resides
upon Atypon’s Literatum platform” with Wiley’s
financial backing, and it has an advisory group
composed of researchers but not librarians.
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Similarly, although a few panelists above mentioned
consulting a librarian or archivist when curating their
own research records, librarians and archivists had not
been invited onstage as collaborators in the scholarly
conversation.
This is my second year as ACRL’s liaison to AAA, and
although there were fewer panels than I hoped on
teaching or publishing, I especially appreciated the
opportunity to hear Canadian, Australian, and American
anthropologists discuss the challenges they face in
organizing and archiving their research materials. I look
forward to expanding the connection between librarians
and anthropologists in these areas in future years, and I
remain open to your comments at
emmelhainz@berkeley.edu.

ACRL - AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
LIAISON REPORT
Christine Slaughter, University of Virginia

Greetings from your ANSS liaison to the American
Sociological Association! Just a few small updates: the
Sociological Literacy Framework is making its way
through sundry committees and, with luck, a draft will
be ready to circulate to ASA members, particularly
members of the Teaching and Learning Section, for
feedback by summertime. I am currently working on
compiling a list of academic sociology books that have
been awarded ASA Section prizes and intend to
publicize that list and encourage sociologists and
sociology librarians to look to it as a resource for
collection development. I also took part in a fruitful
discussion with past and present ANSS associational
liaisons in February; we hope to build stronger
networks across time and disciplines so that we can
more effectively share ideas and strategies for liaison
work.
It is presently unclear whether the ASA 2020 meetings
in San Francisco will be held due to the pandemic—the
current plan is to move ahead with the in-person
conference, but it is my hope that remote alternatives
will be developed. I am currently thinking through ways
to develop organizational relationships in the absence of
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in-person meetings. If you have thoughts on this, I’d be
happy to hear them!
If you would like to discuss anything I’ve mentioned in
this exceedingly brief report or have ideas or questions
related to liaison activities, please feel free to email
me—I’d love to chat!

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Ilka Datig and Diane M. Fulkerson, Co-Chairs
The Membership Committee met virtually for ALA
Midwinter. We discussed membership statistics and
plans for the social at ALA Annual. As of January
2020, there were 643 members of ANSS. This is a
slight downturn from this time last year (671 members).
In terms of the Annual social, we had been planning to
collaborate once again with our colleagues from PPIRS
to have a joint social. However, given the cancellation
of Annual, those plans have been put on hold.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Anne Larrivee, Chair
Members of the Nominating Committee - Tom
Diamond, Erin Pappas, and Anne Larrivee - met at
ALA Annual in 2019 to discuss potential candidates for
the positions of ANSS Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect and
Member-at-Large. Once these candidates were
contacted and agreed to serve, their names were
submitted for the January 2020 issue of C&RL News.
The candidates who ran in the March 9 - April 1, 2020
ACRL election for Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect included
Thomas Durkin, Senior Academic Librarian at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and Triveni Kuchi,
Social Sciences/Instructional Services Librarian and
Faculty and Graduate Services Coordinator at Rutgers,
The State University of New Jersey. Those who ran for
Member-at-Large included Hailey Mooney, Psychology
and Sociology Librarian at the University of Michigan,
and Priscilla Seaman, Subject Librarian for
Anthropology, Geography and Planning, and
Communication at SUNY Albany.
A special word of appreciation to all of the candidates:
Thank you for your service to the section.
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PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
Mimmo Bonanni and Steve Rokusek, Co-Chairs
The Publications Committee met virtually on Monday,
February 3rd. The meeting was convened by co-chairs
Mimmo Bonanni and Steve Rokusek. Nidia Banuelos
presented recent website statistics showcasing how our
membership is engaging with ANSS Web: 6,581 views
and 3,400 unique visitors since October 2019. Mimmo
announced that the committee will transition to the
Google Drive platform to share and archive meeting
agendas, minutes, social media data, and documents.
The Google Drive publication folder will be available
to all members of the committee.
Under new business, Nidia Banuelos announced that
the new ANSS website is now available for viewing.
All of the content from the old site has been migrated to
the new platform, with ANSSWeb moving from a free
Wordpress.com site to a Wordpress.org site hosted by
ACRL. The benefits include an ad-free site, ACRL
support for maintaining the site, and no fees even
though the content is substantial. Once Executive
Committee approval is obtained, a redirect URL can be
added to the old site, and the new site will be available
and promoted.
Also under new business, Jennifer Joe, ANSS social
media manager, provided a social media report. Jennifer
is now managing ANSS Twitter and ANSS Facebook
separately, which has allowed Jennifer to better target
ANSS marketing to users of each platform. ANSS
Twitter continues to gain followers, as it had 668
impressions from November of 2019 through January
of 2020. Facebook stats are growing more slowly.
Jennifer is encouraging ANSS members to engage with
the site by posting reactions (“likes”, “loves,” and
emojis) and comments in order to better promote
Facebook activity. Jennifer plans on highlighting
content from upcoming ANSS Currents issues and on
including contact information for committee chairs
when posting meeting agendas.
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REVIEW & PLANNING COMMITTEE

SUBJECT AND BIBLIOGRAPHIC ACCESS COMMITTEE

Katie Elson Anderson, Chair

Tom Durkin, Chair

The Review and Planning Committee is working on
completion of the governance procedures for ANSS. A
final draft has been completed and will be sent to
general membership for comment. The Executive
Committee will be asked to approve this, and then the
former bylaws will be replaced with the accepted
governance procedures.
Review and Planning members also began work on
updating the Manual for Officers, Chairs and
Committee Members. They may be reaching out to
current officers and chairs in order to get feedback from
experienced individuals.
Additionally, the committee took the first steps toward
creating and maintaining a list of ANSS members who
are eligible and willing to serve as external reviewers
for other members who need reviews for appointments
and promotions.

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CANCELS
2020 ANNUAL CONFERENCE DUE TO COVID19
On Tuesday, March 24, 2020, The American
Library Association’s Executive Board
announced that the 2020 ALA Annual
Conference & Exhibition scheduled for June
25-30 in Chicago was canceled due to
COVID-19.
ALA staff, in partnership with ALA member
leaders, are developing plans to carry out
the important business of the association
and are coordinating for a virtual event.
More information will be announced as it
becomes available.

The Subject and Bibliographic Access Committee held
a virtual ALA Midwinter meeting on February 4, 2020.
The meeting was attended by Isabel Quintana, Marielle
Veve, Carolyn McCallum, and Tom Durkin (chair).
The group discussed potential upcoming “Cataloging
Questions & Answers” (Q/A) topics for 2020 and the
schedule for completing them. The topics discussed
included headings related to sociology as a discipline,
FAST headings that are a part of copy-catalogingavailable records from OCLC, money and currency,
how to provide subject access to extinct cities,
cataloging rules for dates, the debate related to LC
“Illegal Aliens” vs Undocumented
immigration/Noncitizens headings, and headings for
travel, boats, shipping, and tourism. The group also
took some time to celebrate the completion of five Q/A
projects since July. They are all listed on the Cataloging
Questions & Answers page of the ANSS website.
The group concluded the meeting with a discussion of
future leadership for the group. Tom Durkin is the
current chair, but his term on the committee and his
term as the chair are ending. The group agreed to
discuss who would take over as chair in the next few
months.

INSTRUCTION AND INFORMATION LITERACY COMMITTEE
Gina Schlesselman-Tarango and Krystal Lewis,
Co-Chairs
The Instruction and Information Literacy Committee
continues to meet monthly to work on the ACRL
Framework for Information Literacy for Higher
Education companion documents. This year the
committee has focused its work on moving the
sociology companion document through the review
process per the Information Literacy Frameworks and
Standards Committee’s checklist. This winter we
submitted a draft to the ANSS Executive Committee
and are currently revising the document based on
feedback we received in mid-March (step nine of the
checklist). Thank you to the members of the committee
who provided comments!
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Our goal for the Sociology companion document is to
distribute the revised draft broadly and solicit
comments from librarians, library associations,
disciplinary faculty, and organizations (step ten). Our
committee has split into subgroups to brainstorm and
develop a plan for how to best share the draft, gather
and incorporate feedback, etc.
Because this work on disciplinary companion
documents has required more time and energy than
anticipated, we have decided to table our work on the
other two companion documents – Anthropology and
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Criminal Justice/Criminology – until next year when,
hopefully, we will have the capacity to turn our
attention to these additional projects.
Stay tuned to Currents for more information regarding
the development and distribution of the disciplinary
companion documents or contact committee co-chairs
Gina Schlesselman-Tarango
(gschlesselman@csusb.edu) and Krystal Lewis
(klewis48@depaul.edu).

ACRL ELEARNING

ACRL’s e-Learning program provides a unique opportunity to participate in professional development events
that are focused on practical, tangible topics to meet the demands of your schedule and budget. Visit the ACRL
e-Learning website to stay up-to-date on current e-Learning offerings from ACRL!

DISCUSSION GROUP REPORTS
ANTHROPOLOGY LIBRARIANS DISCUSSION GROUP

Erica Carlson Nicol and Brooke Troutman, Co-Conveners
The Anthropology Librarians Discussion Group took place over Zoom on March 3, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. PST. Clara
Gorman and Rachel Bickel, who are Mukurtu fellows at the Center for Digital Scholarship and Curation at Washington
State University presented on “The Mukurtu Shared Project and Perspectives on Conducting Research in Federal
Repositories.”
Clara and Rachel have been contributing to the Mellon-funded Mukurtu Shared project, which promotes collaborative
curation between tribal archives, libraries and museums, and federal repositories. They work with tribal partners to
locate information in the federal repositories: the National Anthropological Archives, the American Folklife Center, and
the National Museum of the America Indian. The tribal partners set the research priorities, and Clara and Rachel, who
are based in D.C., search for relevant materials – things like newspaper articles, correspondence, photos, audiovisual
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materials, and images – to share with them. They take digital photos of items to share with tribal partners and track
materials in a spreadsheet.
Rachel and Clara discussed some of the challenges involved in this kind of research. Most of the materials they worked
to locate were not digitized or available online, and, notably, each of the repositories they work with organize materials
in different ways. The way materials were catalogued often reflects a racist “salvage ethnography” perspective. This can
make it difficult for Native researchers to locate materials from their own history and communities. Materials were
sometimes organized in ways that necessitated rediscovering connections between items. In one collection, for example,
photographs were separated from manuscripts that would have provided context for them.
In addition to many materials being very difficult to find, Rachel and Clara also often found culturally sensitive
materials that should not be available to everyone at all times. While the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) has helped with the repatriation of cultural items, the legislation does not cover archival
materials.
Clara and Rachel each shared stories of their successes. They pointed out that we do not know, as stewards of materials
like those in the repositories, just how meaningful some of these items are to people.

NEW FROM ACRL!

ACRL publishes a range of books to assist academic librarians in developing their professional careers, managing
their institutions, and exploring developments in librarianship, providing timely, thought-provoking, and practical
content and research to academic and research librarians worldwide. Some recent titles:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Library Partnerships in International Liberal Arts Education: Building Relationships Across Cultural and
Institutional Lines
The Critical Thinking About Sources Cookbook
Learning Beyond the Classroom: Engaging Students in Information Literacy through Co-Curricular
Activities
Leading Change in Academic Libraries
Developing the Next Generation of Library Leaders (ACRL Publications in Librarianship No. 75)
Becoming a Library Leader: Seven Stages of Leadership Development for Academic Librarians

Interested in writing for ACRL? Contact Erin Nevius, ACRL’s Content Strategist, at enevius@ala.org for more
information.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMBER NEWS

Sarah Dahlen, along with some of her colleagues, has published an article about student information-seeking behaviors
and how these can aid or hinder students in their selection of high-quality sources:
Dahlen, S., Haeger, H., Hanson, K., Montellano, M. (2020). Almost in the wild: Student search behaviors when
librarians aren’t looking. Journal of Academic Librarianship, 46(1).
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2019.102096
In response to a lack of available guidelines, Sarah Dahlen and colleague Shar Gregg have created a series of guides
outlining best practices for citing sources in oral presentations. These guides are currently available for APA, Chicago,
and MLA citation styles, and can be found at: https://csumb.edu/library/citations-oral-presentations.

ACRL 2021
Especially now, today’s higher education environment calls for innovative ways to support student, faculty,
and institution success. Complete details about ACRL 2021 available on the conference website.
ACRL 2021 will feature more than 500 conference programs carefully selected and presented by leaders in the
profession, a variety of formal and networking opportunities, exhibits from more than 200 companies, and
more.
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MEMBER PROFILE

GINA SCHLESSELMAN-TARANGO
Faculty, Coordinator of Library Instruction
John M. Pfau Library
California State University, San Bernardino (CSUSB)
Interviewed by Sarah Dahlen

Photo credit by: Gina
Schlesselman-Tarango

SD How did you get started in librarianship?
GS-T I was wrapping up a graduate program in Social Sciences and wasn’t sure what was next for me. I had experience
teaching at the high school level and liked aspects of that, but I also really enjoyed academia and the world of research.
I shared some of my questions and concerns about my future with a trusted professor. What were my prospects of
getting a job if I pursued a PhD? Should I teach at the community college level? Should I return to K-12? She advised
me to look into academic librarianship, which I honestly didn’t know was a thing. It quickly became apparent that this
was the right career path for me, as it’s the perfect marriage of teaching and research. I enrolled in the MLIS program at
the University of Denver where I was able to fortunately connect with excellent mentors and gain invaluable
experience. I graduated in 2014 and started at California State University, San Bernardino’s John M. Pfau Library
shortly thereafter.
SD What is new and interesting at the Pfau Library?
GS-T Over the past few years, we’ve been involved in our campus general education transformation process through
our new Critical Information Literacy Program. It will go live in Fall 2020 when we also transition to the semester
system. This winter I was able to facilitate a professional development workshop for faculty who will teach courses in
the program that have a CIL (Critical Information Literacy) outcome. It was a really fun experience. I’ve always found
that faculty respond well to CIL, and I look forward to seeing the sorts of assignments that are created as a result of the
workshop.
We’re also continuing to grow our Library Ambassador program, which we piloted in 2015. It’s essentially a peer-topeer program that uses a classroom visit model to connect first-year students with experienced student mentors who
have been trained in library basics. We’ve partnered with our CSUSB campus Student Mentoring program, and that has
been a very productive collaboration. This year some of our Library Ambassadors will have the opportunity to share
how the program works at one or more conferences, giving the ambassadors valuable professional experience.
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SD Do you have any research projects or publications you’re working on?
GS-T A big project right now is the ANSS Information Literacy Framework companion documents. I currently co-chair
the ANSS Instruction and Information Literacy Committee with Krystal Lewis, and we’ve been focusing on the
Sociology companion document. We hope to be ready after ALA Annual to distribute a survey to the wider library and
disciplinary community and solicit feedback on the draft. It’s a lot of work, but our committee is slowly but surely
making progress.
I’m also continuing my work on information habits surrounding reproductive “failure.” This started as a personal
project and has grown into a full research agenda. Right now, I’m focusing on how these habits reflect our neoliberal
context, and I’m putting work from disability, motherhood, feminist, and queer studies (among others) in conversation.
It’s really fascinating stuff.
SD Do you have any practical tips for librarians wanting to incorporate more critical information literacy into their
instruction?
GS-T There are really so many resources out there, from Nicole Pagowsky and Kelly McElroy’s Critical Library
Pedagogy Handbook (2016); Maria Accardi, Emily Drabinski, and Alana Kumbier’s Critical Library Instruction:
Theories and Methods (2009); and Angela Pashia and Jessica Critten’s Critical Approaches to Credit-Bearing
Information Literacy Courses (2019). These are just a few that I would check out that include plenty of practical tips
and examples.
I do think it’s easy to get caught up in some of the more abstract conversations happening around CIL, which can
sometimes feel really tricky as far as how to translate into classroom practice. I’ve been thinking more and more about
how many “basic” library skills, like using the catalog to determine if the library has a textbook on reserve, are really
quite radical. I mean, the course reserve system disrupts the publishing industry! It disrupts capitalism! Students should
know about, and be encouraged to take full advantage of the service. Again, this is a very “basic” information literacy
concept, but for many students on my campus, not having to purchase a textbook means they can instead ensure their
basic needs are met. Here at CSUSB we tap into the Library Ambassador program mentioned above so that student
peers are the ones teaching first-year students about these and other services. Library Ambassadors are able to center
their own experiences with research and information access, which students can relate to a lot more than if I were the
one delivering that message.
I also think it’s important to consider access. Even if you aren’t explicitly teaching critical content, offering a workshop
or class online opens up the experience to folks who otherwise wouldn’t have the opportunity to participate (for any
number of reasons). The way I think about CIL is that it is tethered to social justice, and accessibility is a form of
justice.
SD How did you get involved in ANSS?
GS-T I got involved while still in library school in 2014 or 2015. I was exploring what it might mean to be a Sociology
librarian and had coffee with a librarian who recommended ANSS. I believe I started out on the ANSS Conference
Program Planning Committee, then moved to the ANSS Instruction and Information Literacy Committee the next year,
which I’ve been involved with in some capacity ever since.
SD Do you have any hobbies or interests you like to pursue outside of librarianship?
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GS-T I have a one-year old so that takes up most of my “free” time these days. As a family, we like to go on hikes and
other excursions, but my partner and I are (trying to be) good about taking turns with caretaking so that we can still
pursue our own hobbies. For me, that’s reading, yoga, and volunteering out in the desert. I also hope to get back into
cooking and gardening this year.

RESOURCE REVIEWS
FOLKSTREAMS: A NATIONAL PRESERVE OF AMERICAN FOLKLORE FILMS
Virginia A. Pierce
Public Services Librarian
South Carolina State Library
vpierce@statelibrary.sc.gov

Reviewed: February 2020
Publisher: Folkstreams, Inc.
URL: https://www.folkstreams.net/
Cost: Free web access

Figure 1: Screen Shot of Folkstreams Homepage.

Overview
Folkstreams is an online archive of American folklore films held, preserved, and maintained by the Southern Folklife
Collection at the University of North Carolina--Chapel Hill. It is made available by a collective of independent
filmmakers who wish to “preserve, contextualize, and showcase documentary films on American traditional cultures”
(About | Folkstreams, n.d.). Folkstreams’ mission is to not only preserve these films and their unique recordings of
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vanishing traditional culture but to “make them available to the widest possible audience ” (About | Folkstreams, n.d.).
This extensive archive offers free streaming of more than 400 copyrighted folklore films, documenting American
folklore and folklife over the last 70 years. Films in this collection primarily cover traditional cultural practices, crafts,
foodways, music, dance, and rural and urban folk life in the United States. Additionally, the archive includes
documentaries of folklore in other geographical areas such as Canada, the Caribbean, Europe, and Africa.

Browsing the Collection
The film archive catalog can be viewed at http://www.folkstreams.net/films.php. The full list of films can be sorted by
Recently Added, Titles A-Z, or Titles Z-A. Each film has a thumbnail image with the date of release and the length of
the film. One can view a short description by scrolling the mouse over the thumbnail image to learn more about that
film. One can filter the list of films by category or by region and choose various options from drop down lists for each.
There are forty category themes from which to choose. One helpful feature is that one can filter the films by culture:
African American, Asian American, Native American, Hispanic, as well as Ethnic and Immigrant Cultures, and
Regional Cultures. Some other categories are: Agriculture, Traditional Arts and Crafts, Visionary and Outsider Arts,
Cultural Fusion, Customs, Dance, Drama, Family, Foodways, Healing and Medicine, Maritime Lore, Music, Narrative
and Verbal Arts, Protest/Social Justice, Religion, Rural Life, Urban Life, Women, and Work. Choices to filter film
results by region are: Appalachia, Canada, Caribbean, Middle Atlantic, Midwest, Pacific Northwest, South, Southwest,
West, and World. One can view films listed by Filmmaker as well.

Figure 2: Screens Shot of View of Film Catalog sorted by Ethnic & Immigrant Cultures Films.

Film Records and Extra Materials
One can learn more about a film by selecting its title or thumbnail image. A more in-depth description of the film is
provided along with associated metadata such as Filmmaker, Producer, Editor, Other Credits, Funding, Original Format,
Date of Release, Film Length, and Category tags. A list of related films is suggested and a list of educational and
contextual sources are provided in a section called “More about This Film.” Teacher Guides or related topics relevant to
the documentary topic are provided here. The licensing information for film rights and permissions specific to the film
are shared here as well. More information for educators can be accessed at https://www.folkstreams.net/educators.php.
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Figure 3: Screen Shot of Example of a Film Record in Folkstreams.

Film Rights
Anyone is welcome to view Folkstreams documentaries for free online by streaming them on YouTube, Vimeo, or
Facebook. However, because all titles in the archive are fully copyrighted, those wishing to download, use footage in
projects, or stream in a classroom must seek permission from Folkstreams or the filmmaker. Short clips and trailers
from a Folkstreams film can be embedded to promote a film without having to seek permission. This falls under a
Creative Commons agreement with Folkstreams. Folkstreams film trailers can be accessed on the Folkstreams YouTube
channel, https://www.youtube.com/user/folkstreamer/videos. To view all copyright and attribution guidelines, visit the
Folkstreams Film Rights page, https://www.folkstreams.net/rights.php.
Folkstreams is a rich resource for students, researchers, and educators in many fields of the social sciences including
anthropology, American studies, African American studies, ethnic studies, gender and women’s studies, and history. As
Folkstreams emphasizes, these films can “add powerful dimensions to print scholarship” and are an incredible
collection of primary resources for every level of scholarship (About | Folkstreams, n.d.). Consider this resource for
your subject guides and to share with your student and teacher patrons.

References
About | Folkstreams. (n.d.). Retrieved April 30, 2020, from http://www.folkstreams.net/about.php

RBMS CANCELED
The ACRL Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) made the decision to cancel the RBMS 2020 Conference
at Indiana University, Bloomington because of the serious health risks posed by COVID-19. We are truly grateful
for all the interest and support for what would have been another terrific RBMS conference and will be working with
conference registrants directly over the coming weeks.
RBMS will also be working on ways we can possibly re-arrange and refresh content in coming years and very much
look forward to the days when our RBMS community can safely gather again.
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Introduction and Content
Researchers seeking information in the discipline of linguistics or associated language science disciplines should
consider searching ProQuest’s Linguistics and Language Behavior Abstracts (LLBA) database. LLBA’s “About”
webpage states that the database “covers all aspects of the study of language including phonetics, phonology,
morphology, syntax and semantics. Complete coverage is given to various fields of linguistics including descriptive,
historical, comparative, theoretical and geographical linguistics” (ProQuest, 2020).
International in scope and deriving its content from over 1,500 serial publications, LLBA indexes abstracts of books and
book chapters, dissertations, and journal articles in addition to furnishing book review citations. Database content is
updated at least monthly, and an online thesaurus composed of 3,700 terms is available.

Browsing, Searching, and Navigating
If a researcher has prior experience searching and navigating a ProQuest-developed database, they should not
experience any difficulty using LLBA. Boolean operators as well as the truncation and wildcard options may be utilized
during a keyword search by using an asterisk (*) and question mark (?), respectively.
Libraries can configure which search screen users see by default. The “Basic Search” option is a single search box, but
users can limit retrieved search results to those that are peer-reviewed only (Figure 1). A “Search tips” link is available
to the right and directly beneath the “Basic Search” box.
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Figure 1. Screenshot of LLBA’s “Basic Search” Box

Performing an “Advanced Search” in LLBA allows users to limit their search results by publication date, source type,
document type, language, or peer-reviewed publication. (Researchers can also use facets on the results screen to apply
these same limits.) When using “Advanced Search,” one can search and/or browse LLBA’s online thesaurus, review
recently conducted searches, discover tips on searching and using field codes (e.g. AU for author), and conduct a
“Command Line” search (Figure 2).

ANSS CURRENTS | Spring 2020

16

Figure 2. Screenshot of LLBA’s “Advanced Search” Box

Some of the search results include a “Cited By” feature, which provides citations (and in some cases, links) to articles
that cite the target article and are indexed by ProQuest (Figure 3). This feature enables discovery of newer relevant
articles without resorting to a standalone citation-linking database such as Web of Science or Scopus.

Figure 3. Screenshot of an LLBA Brief Result, which Includes “Cited by (10)”

Comparing Search Results between LLBA and Three Other Databases
In addition to ProQuest’s LLBA, ProQuest offers the ProQuest Linguistics Database (PQLDB). Furthermore,
EBSCOhost offers two databases that cover and index materials related to the discipline of linguistics: Anthropology
Plus and MLA International Bibliography. As Wake Forest University has subscriptions to all four, the authors decided
to compare the retrieved results for identical searches. Searches were conducted between December 2019 and February
2020.
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The ProQuest interface allows for a blank (0-term) search, which makes it easy to compare the overall coverage of
LLBA and PQLDB. The EBSCOhost interface does not permit blank searches. Table 1 shows the overall size of the
two databases and the number of items with certain characteristics.
Table 1
Comparison of LLBA and PQLDB Based on Total Results and Results Retrieved by Selected Characteristics

Characteristic

LLBA

PQLDB

Total Results

708,868

114,896

Scholarly Journals

632,731

109,968

Dissertations & Theses

46,026

4,449

Books (Includes Book
Chapters)

23,336

0

Published 2010-2019

195,881

65,663

Written in English

530,897

93,665

A “Basic Search” for the keyword phrase “anthropological linguistics” was conducted without limiters, expanders, or
quotation marks in all four databases. Table 2 itemizes the number of results retrieved.
Table 2
Results Retrieved from Searching the Keyword Phrase “anthropological linguistics” in Four Academic Databases

Database Name
Linguistics and Language
Behavior Abstracts

Results Retrieved
10,410

Anthropology Plus

3,378

ProQuest Linguistics Database

2,069

MLA International Bibliography

1,180
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Without limiters or expanders, the authors conducted an “Advanced Search” in all four databases using the following
search terms and Boolean operators: (Cherokee language) AND (maintenance OR revival). Screenshots of the
constructed search and the number of search results retrieved in MLA International Bibliography, Anthropology Plus,
LLBA, and PQLDB are illustrated in Figures 4, 5, 6, and 7, respectively.

Figure 4. Screenshot of Advanced Search and Results Retrieved in MLA International Bibliography
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Figure 5. Screenshot of Advanced Search and Results Retrieved in Anthropology Plus

Pandemic Resources for Academic Libraries

ALA and ACRL are committed to supporting our members, staff, and all librarians and library workers during
these uncertain times. Now more than ever, academic and research librarians and libraries are essential to a
thriving global community of learners and scholars. A LibGuide was created by ACRL to support the
academic and research library community during global public health crises. The guide features resources for
distance education and engagement, free professional development resources, best practices, and up-to-date
information from public health officials. See: https://acrl.libguides.com/pandemic
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Figure 7. Screenshot of Advanced Search and Results Retrieved in PQLDB

Of the four databases, PQLDB retrieved the most results (81) from the terms used in our search, with LLBA, MLA
International Bibliography, and Anthropology Plus returning 46, 10, and five results respectively. LLBA and MLA
International Bibliography had one title in common in their individual search results lists.
Comparing the two ProQuest databases side by side, LLBA and PQLDB have almost identical counts of journal articles
(45 and 41 respectively), but PQLDB has 40 items in the “Dissertations and Theses” category while LLBA has just one.
This is a surprising result given that LLBA has about 10 times the total number of dissertations in its database compared
to PQLDB (Table 1). When the 40 dissertations in PQLDB are sorted by relevance, only the top three appear to focus
on Cherokee. The dissertation Language Maintenance and Shift across Generations in Inner Mongolia appears fourth
in the relevancy ranking after limiting to dissertations. The word Cherokee only appears three times in the full text of
the dissertation. Therefore, PQLDB must be indexing the full text of dissertations whereas LLBA is not. If one
discounts 37 of the dissertation results as irrelevant, then PQLDB retrieves only 44 relevant results, putting it behind
LLBA in the total result count.
If one limits the LLBA and PQLDB results to just “Scholarly Journals,” the articles appear in a different order using the
default sorting by relevance. Forcing a ranking by date enables an easier side-by-side comparison of the results: six
articles were found in LLBA only, two articles were found in PQLDB only, and the remaining 39 articles were found in
both databases.
The types of sources represented in the search results of MLA International Bibliography are as follows: five
“Academic Journals,” three “Book Articles” (i.e. citations to book chapters), one “Book” (i.e. book citation), and one
“Dissertation Abstract.” All five of Anthropology Plus’ search results, of which two were duplicates, derived from
“Academic Journals.”
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Analysis of Search Results
As mentioned earlier, LLBA allows one to not only limit by source type but document type as well. Across LLBA’s 46
results (as seen in Figure 6), the breakdown of document type is as follows: “Article” (22), “Feature” (22), “Review”
(22), “Dissertation/Thesis” (1), and “General Information” (1). It should be noted that when reviewing the citations
listed in both the “Article” and “Feature” document types, the authors discovered that all 22 results were identical.
Looking more closely at the 22 identical results retrieved in our LLBA search, three of the 22 citations were actually
book reviews that had all been published in volume 22, issue 1 of Applied Psycholinguistics. Of the three book reviews,
only one contains the search terms “Cherokee language” and “revival” in its text body. This observation made the
authors ponder why two citations for book reviews, neither of which contain the required search terms anywhere in their
text bodies, appear in the identical results lists of the individual document types of “Article” and “Feature.” Apparently,
all three reviews are indexed as a single document instead of separate individual documents. So when a researcher
clicks on a citation for one of the reviews, they can view all three reviews with that one click. However, the first book
review to appear in full text may not correspond to the citation which the researcher initially clicked upon and was
expecting to see. Scrolling down to locate and view the desired review may be in order.
The document type “Review” contains 22 citations for book reviews in its results list. Thirteen are for reviews
published in volume 31, issue 4 of Language in Society, and only one citation contains all of the search terms used in
our LLBA search. The remaining nine citations are for reviews published in volume 32, issue 1 of Language in Society,
and this time, one review contains the single search term “Cherokee” in its text body, and another review has the search
terms “maintenance” and “language” in its text body. Once again, these findings seem to suggest that every book review
published in a single issue of a journal will appear in a results list, as long as all the reviews combined match the search
strategy. This is due to LLBA indexing multiple book reviews within a journal issue as a single document.
Over many years of using LLBA with students, one of the authors had noticed that many non-English articles had their
titles translated into English, while the original title was included as an “Alternate title.” Table 3 and Figure 8 illustrate
this problem. More recently, the editors have changed course so that newer titles appear in their original language and
an English translation of the title appears in the “Alternate title” field. By performing a broad search and limiting the
results to German-language articles, the authors could determine that this editorial change took place in late 2014 or
early 2015, with a brief period of overlap in which either approach is possible for a given article result.

Table 3
Actual Titles and Translated Titles for Two German-Language Articles within the LLBA Database
“Title” Field

“Alternate Title”
Field

Actual Title

Year of Publication

Coexistence since the
early days in the
mirror names 'Eger' 'Ohre' and 'Cheb' 'Eger

Ethnisches
Zusammenleben seit
der Fruhzeit im
Spiegel der Namen
Eger - Ohre und Cheb
- Eger

Ethnisches
Zusammenleben seit
der Frühzeit im
Spiegel der Namen
Eger - Ohře und Cheb
- Eger

2014
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2016

Figure 8. Opening Lines of a German-language Article that is Indexed in LLBA Using an English Translation of the
Title in the “Title” Field
This former practice by LLBA can cause a false negative result in OpenURL resolvers, as they are programmed to
interpret the data in the “Title” field as the actual title.
To avoid this problem, the author strongly encourages students and other researchers to use the language limiter to filter
out all non-English articles (or alternately, to filter out all results in languages they cannot read). This approach works
for students and other researchers since the language of the article is almost always coded correctly in a separate field.
While LLBA results include books and book chapters, a careful observer would notice that there are no recent (2014present) books in the results. One of the LLBA editors confirmed that they have stopped indexing books recently, but
they might reconsider this decision (N. Stemen, personal communication, February 2, 2020).

Conclusion
Based on the identical searches conducted in ProQuest’s linguistics databases specifically for this review and the results
retrieved, the authors concur that LLBA is a more comprehensive research database than PQLDB. However, depending
on their topic, a researcher should consider searching Anthropology Plus and MLA International Bibliography from
EBSCOhost to be assured that they have done their due diligence.
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