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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Juliann Couture
I hope this message finds you all safe and healthy
after an incredibly challenging year. I appreciate all
of you who make up our community and have taken
an active role in one of our many committees and
participate in our programs and discussions. Thank
you for your continued involvement and commitment
to the Anthropology and Sociology Section (ANSS). I have been grateful for my
personal and professional communities, including ANSS, for support and
connection through the challenges of these times.
The upcoming ALA Annual Conference will be held virtually this year and I
look forward to the programs and discussions that will take place. While I miss
gathering in person to see colleagues and friends and engage in lively
conversations, I also stop to consider how the shift to virtual environments
increases access and opportunities for so many of us. Although so much still
feels uncertain, I aim to examine how we can retain and bolster remote
participation in committees and events so that the current access is not
diminished. I hope you will join ANSS discussion groups and social hours and
take part in shaping a corner of our professional association. Be on the lookout
for information about ANSS sessions and meetings for ALA Annual through the
new ANSS discussion list ALA-ACRL-ANSS@ConnectedCommunity.org. Just
a reminder, all of ACRL’s discussion lists were moved to ALA Connect but are
still open to members and non-members alike. More information on creating an
ALA Connect account and registering for ACRL discussion lists can be found at
http://www.ala.org/acrl/aboutacrl/listserv.
For those who are looking to gain community and help shape our professional
society, I encourage you to join ANSS and explore opportunities for deeper
involvement. Additional information can be found on the ANSS website, or you
can contact me directly (juliann.couture@colorado.edu). ANSS ViceChair/Chair Elect Triveni Kuchi (triveni.kuchi@rutgers.edu) is currently making

committee appointments and can connect you with options to get involved. I am immensely grateful for those of you
who are actively engaged with ANSS—your involvement sustains connections and community for so many and I value
your contributions. -- Juliann

ANSS PROGRAM AT ALA ANNUAL 2021
CONFRONTING THE MYTH OF NEUTRALITY

On-Demand Session
Confronting the Myth of Neutrality: Academic Libraries, Advocacy, and Free Speech, co-sponsored with ULS
(University Libraries Section) and PPIRS (Politics, Policy, and International Relations Section), will be offered as an
on-demand session at ALA Annual 2021 Virtual. The program will focus on academic libraries and their existing and
potential roles as spaces of advocacy and in issues concerning free speech and neutrality. This panel will feature
presenters with experience in balancing issues of library advocacy and free speech in academic libraries.

PRELIMINARY ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE
2021 ALA Annual Conference & Exhibition Virtual Meeting & Exhibits

Virtual
All committee meetings and discussion groups will convene virtually. As those dates are established, we will
publish them over ANSS-L, on ANSSWeb, and on our social media sites.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM PLANNING COMMITTEE VIRTUAL, 2021

Paula R. Dempsey and Melissa Hackman, CoChairs
The Conference Program Planning Committee is
pleased to announce that their program, created in
collaboration with ULS (University Libraries Section)
and PPIRS (Politics, Policy, and International Relations
Section), has been accepted by ACRL for the 2021
ALA Annual Conference & Exhibition virtual
meeting.

The program, Confronting the Myth of Neutrality:
Academic Libraries, Advocacy, and Free Speech, will
be offered as an on-demand session. Given the recent
protests against institutional racism and white
supremacy, academic libraries have several questions to
consider regarding their existing and potential roles as
spaces of advocacy and in issues concerning free
speech and neutrality. This panel will feature presenters
with experience in balancing issues of library advocacy
and free speech in academic libraries.
Please look for it.
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LIAISON COMMITTEE
Jylisa Doney and Christine Slaughter, Co-Chairs
In January the ANSS Liaison Committee held its virtual
ALA Midwinter meeting and members discussed
recruiting a new liaison to the Academy of Criminal
Justice Sciences (ACJS). Liaisons are responsible for
outreach, education, and communication between their
professional organization and ACRL, which helps form
strong relationships and advance the interests of ACRL
and ANSS. ANSS-appointed liaisons also work with
the American Anthropological Association and the
American Sociological Association. The Liaison
Committee would like to thank the committee members
and liaisons for their service, including Sherri Saines
(committee member) and Melissa Chomintra (current
ACJS liaison), whose terms end in June 2021.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Ilka Datig and Hailey Mooney, Co-Chairs
The Membership Committee met virtually for ALA
Midwinter. We discussed updates from ACRL
regarding membership reports and caught up on other
ANSS activities. Unfortunately, we have not received
any updated membership statistics from ACRL since
May 2020. The committee also held a virtual social
event during Midwinter, which was very fun. It was
nice to see ANSS colleagues from across the country.
Since the 2021 ALA Annual Conference will not be in
person, we will plan on having another virtual social
event. We would love to see you all there!

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Katie Elson Anderson, Chair
The Nominating Committee would like to thank
everyone who ran for office in the most recent ANSS
election. We acknowledge that under any circumstances
agreeing to run for leadership roles within ANSS takes
consideration for committing one’s time and effort to
this service. This decision becomes even more
challenging during a global pandemic during the start of
a semester that is fraught with continued uncertainty
and additional challenges. We are grateful to those who
were nominated for their quick and thoughtful
responses and their willingness to serve. The
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Nominating Committee was so pleased to have had
such an excellent slate for the election. We encourage
all members to contact the committee with any interest
in running in future elections or in nominating another
member for a future slate.

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
Mimmo Bonanni and Steve Rokusek, Co-Chairs
The Publications Committee met virtually on Monday,
February 22. The meeting was convened by co-chairs
Mimmo Bonanni and Steve Rokusek. Nidia Banuelos,
ANSS webmaster, reported that past technical issues
with the ACRL-hosted WordPress have now been
resolved. The new ANSS website is now available, and
all ANSS content is available for viewing. Nidia is
currently working on a backlog of updates for the site,
and she is reaching out to ANSS groups and members
who previously provided content to inform them that
they can now upload their content. Nidia also reported
that statistics for our new website will be available by
ALA Annual.
Jennifer Joe, ANSS social media manager, provided a
social media report. For the period of January 1 through
December 31, ANSS Facebook had 856 followers, up
significantly from last year’s 732 followers. The posts
with the most engagements (likes, link clicks, shares,
etc.) were the one that discussed the new website.
ANSS Twitter's most active post during this time was
the ACRL ANSS Information Literacy Survey post,
receiving 1,150 views and 40 interactions (average
posts get about 200 views). Jennifer reported that
secondary posts about any topic have low views. As a
result, rather than creating new posts that repeat
already-posted information, Jennifer will now re-post so
statistics stay with the original posts.
Mimmo Bonanni, editor of Currents, provided an
overview of how each issue of Currents is edited,
formatted, and published each fall and spring. Mimmo,
along with co-editors Steve Rokusek and Sarah Dahlen,
establish deadlines for different phases of the project,
including submissions, editing, and formatting. The
team edits the submissions in Google Drive, and the
editing is guided by standards that were established by
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the committee. If any questions about content arise,
editors contact contributors for clarification. Each issue
is collated and formatted in MS Word, and a final PDF
version is created and submitted to ACRL. Due to
formatting challenges with Word, Mimmo reported that
the editors are exploring other publishing platforms,
such as MS Publisher.
Under new business, Mimmo, Steve, and Sarah shared
the Fall 2020 issue of ANSS Currents so the committee
could discuss new ideas for layout and content.
Highlights included Sarah’s suggestion of adding a
regular book review section and an instructional best
practices section. Jennifer suggested that reports of nonANSS meetings and conferences might be worth
including in the newsletter. These, as well as other
additions and changes, will be considered for future
issues of Currents.

REVIEW & PLANNING COMMITTEE
Jill Conte, Chair
The Review and Planning Committee met virtually on
January 29, 2021. This year's members are continuing
work begun by the previous year's committee to update
the ANSS Manual for Officers, Chairs and Committee
Members. We made a plan to meet with the
Publications Committee to work out the logistics of
getting these updates posted to the website once they
are finalized. We also discussed the creation of a form
that collects the names of ANSS members who are
interested in making themselves available as eligible
external reviewers for other members who need reviews
for appointment and promotion. In addition to this
Google Form, the committee discussed developing a
workflow to maintain, store, and provide mediated
access to the list as a service provided by ANSS.

ALA ANNUAL VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
Join your colleagues for the 2021 ALA Virtual
Annual Conference, June 24-29, 2021! This
event is packed with educational
programming, Featured Speakers, 250+
exhibitors, and so much more. Be sure to
check out the listing of high-quality
programs and discussion forums from ACRL
member units! Register today!
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SUBJECT AND BIBLIOGRAPHIC ACCESS COMMITTEE
Carolyn McCallum, Chair
The Subject and Bibliographic Access Committee
(SBAC) met virtually via Zoom on January 28. All
committee members were present, and ANSS Chair
Juliann Couture was able to join for part of the meeting.
Topics for Cataloging Q&As were discussed and
tentatively scheduled for the months of February 2021 –
June 2021. Upcoming topics slated for investigation
and reporting by SBAC members include: Library of
Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) used for works on
money; the use of the adjective/qualifier “sustainable”
in LCSH; the establishment of LCSH for extinct cities;
how archaeological sites are described using LCSH;
and LCSH used for works about the different
manifestations of extremism (e.g. ultra-conservatism,
reactionary, neo Nazi, fanaticism, etc.). Before the
meeting adjourned, Carolyn McCallum reminded the
committee that a new SBAC Chair would need to be
selected as her term concludes at the end of June.

INSTRUCTION AND INFORMATION LITERACY COMMITTEE
Krystal M. Lewis and Gina Schlesselman-Tarango,
Co-Chairs
The Instruction and Information Literacy Committee
received feedback on the draft Framework for
Information Literacy in Sociology via a survey
distributed between December 1, 2020 and January 31,
2021. Approximately 26 librarians and sociologists
completed the survey in full, and another 10
participants provided feedback via the ANSS Sociology
Librarians Discussion Group, held January 27, 2021,
where Hailey Mooney, Krystal Lewis, and Gina
Schlesselman-Tarango facilitated a conversation on the
history and evolution of the document. A subcommittee
is reviewing feedback and will submit a revised draft to
the ANSS Executive Board for review by the ALA
Annual meeting this summer.
Another subcommittee is concurrently reviewing and
revising the draft Framework for Information Literacy
in Criminology, which will also be submitted to the
ANSS Executive Board for review in time for ALA
Annual.
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In other news, Jessica Hagman will replace Krystal
Lewis as co-chair next year. The committee would like
to thank Jessica for agreeing to serve, and Krystal for
her leadership over the past two years.
The ANSS-IIL ALA Annual meeting will be held June
4 at 10 a.m. CDT.

RESOURCE REVIEW AND BIBLIOGRAPHY COMMITTEE
Nikki Tummon, Chair
The Resource Review & Bibliography Committee
(RRBC) met for the Annual Virtual Midwinter Meeting
on January 27th, 2021. Regular members in attendance
included Laura Berberian, Jylisa Doney, Tom Durkin,
Rosalind Fielder-Giscombe, Wade Kotter, Virginia
Pierce, and Nikki Tummon. Members held a short
discussion about the Fall 2020 reviews and the peer
review process, and all agreed that the process went
smoothly. Members planned reviews for Spring 2021.
There were two reviews planned initially, but one got
pushed and will be submitted for the Fall 2021 issue of
ANSS Currents. This Spring 2021 issue provides a fulllength database review of SAGE Research Methods
Database, by Tom Durkin. The RRBC is committed to
being more deliberate about consistently reviewing, or
at least including links to, free and open access
resources of interest to Currents readers. Members
agree that including three or more links with brief
descriptions of the resources (these are NOT reviews or
even mini-reviews) is a good idea and a simple way to
highlight all of the free data, archives, articles, photos,
films, etc. that are available online. Another idea
included a mini-review that serves as a kind of “link
round-up” of different free online resources. Readers
can expect to see this as a regular feature in Currents.
The committee welcomed a new member, Rosalind
Fielder-Giscombe. Welcome, Rosalind! We also said
goodbye to Sue McFadden. Thank you for your many
years of service, Sue! RRBC will have another virtual
meeting during ALA Annual in June to plan for the Fall
2021 issue of Currents. Contact the RRBC Chair, Nikki
Tummon (nikki.tummon@mcgill.ca) if you have any
questions.
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DISCUSSION GROUP REPORTS
SOCIOLOGY LIBRARIANS DISCUSSION GROUP

Stephanie Crowe and Jessica Hagman, Co-Conveners
The Sociology Librarians Discussion Group met over Zoom on Wednesday, January 27, 2021. The discussion was led
by Gina Schesselman-Tarango, Hailey Mooney, and Krystal Lewis from the ANSS Instruction and Information
Literacy Committee and focused on the draft Framework for Information Literacy in Sociology, a disciplinary
companion document to the Framework for Information Literacy in Higher Education. The facilitators provided an
overview of the draft Framework document and its overarching goal, which was to apply the concept of the sociological
imagination to information literacy itself – in other words, to answer the questions: a) What is the sociology of
information literacy? b) How would a sociologist analyze information literacy concepts?
The discussion then covered each individual frame and how it was applied in the draft document. The discussion of
Authority is Constructed and Contextual centered on how that particular frame can resonate with sociologists because
of the idea of the social construction of knowledge and on the significance of the concept of authority in current events.
One person mentioned C. Wright Mills’ statement that “the truth is political.” The Information Creation as a Process
conversation involved discussions of participatory action research as well as the economics of information and the
complexities of helping students to really understand how it works. When discussing Information Has Value,
conversation focused on information capitalism, algorithmic bias, relevancy rankings, and search personalization, as
well as using the simple question, “why is Google free?”
The Research as Inquiry conversation centered around the idea of “surprising” sociological findings and how we need
the research process to keep us from making assumptions about groups of people. In the section on Scholarship as
Conversation, attendees discussed the implications of closed and siloed scholarship, who gets to communicate and
where, and scholarship as a public conversation. Finally, the discussion on Searching as Strategic Exploration focused
on how individuals’ background and environment can shape the words people use when searching.

RCL CALL FOR REVIEWERS ANNOUNCEMENT
Resources for College Libraries (RCL), the Choice/ACRL bibliography of essential titles for undergraduate teaching
and research, invites experienced subject selectors to serve as peer reviewers for the RCL History and
Interdisciplinary Area Studies subjects, including American Studies, Criminal Justice, GLBT Studies, Native
American Studies, Urban Studies, and more. Reviewers provide constructive feedback on improving the RCL core
subject collection, while building subject expertise and contributing to the profession. To apply, submit a current CV
and a brief description of your qualifications, particularly developing or evaluating core collections and/or teaching
in the subject area to Anne Doherty, RCL Project Editor (adoherty@ala-choice.org). Further details, including the
full subject list and FAQs, are at: https://www.choice360.org/blog-post/resources-for-college-libraries-rcl-call-forreviewers-2021/.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMBER NEWS

Sarah Dahlen, Coordinator of Library Assessment at California State University, Monterey Bay, recently co-authored a
book chapter on the information literacy skills and library experiences of transfer students:
Dahlen, S.P.C., & Corrigan, J.D. (2021). Measuring the transfer experience: Assessing and improving information
literacy skills for transfer students and first-year registrants. In N. Fawley, M. Robison, & A. Marshall (Eds.),
Transfer student success: Advancing outcomes from the library (pp. 123–131). ALA Editions.
Priscilla Seaman has published an article examining four scholarly anthropology journals to evaluate current research
trends:
Seaman, P., & Kaczor, S. (2017). 21st Century Anthropology Scholarship: A Citation Analysis. Behavioral & Social
Sciences Librarian, 36(3), 122–135. https://doi.org/10.1080/01639269.2017.1771036

OFF-ROADSHOW VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS

ACRL's traveling RoadShow workshops are on hold until it's safe to resume large in-person gatherings, but
we're working to bring you the same great content through virtual experiences. These "Off-RoadShows" will
continue to help academic library professionals tackle the greatest issues facing the profession today. Host a
multi-day virtual workshop for your library or organization! Learn more at ala.org/acrl/offroad.
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RESOURCE REVIEWS
SAGE RESEARCH METHODS DATABASE

Tom Durkin
Social Sciences Librarian
UW-Madison
thomas.durkin@wisc.edu

Reviewed: February 2021
Publisher: SAGE
URL: https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/sage-research-methods
Cost: Institution-specific pricing can be obtained from SAGE at https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/contact-us

Overview
Information overload is a significant problem that hinders researchers and students (Jackson & Farzaneh, 2012). As the
amount of documentation related to research methodology has grown in complexity over time, faculty and students may
struggle to stay on top of accepted methods and techniques (Maggio & Artino, 2018). SAGE has long been a primary
publisher of much-sought-after reference works such as handbooks, “Quantitative Applications” guides, and many other
works that present expertly synthesized and well-organized manuals for social science researchers exploring both new
and well-established research methods. The quantity of these works produced by SAGE has grown large enough that
they have wisely packaged many of them into their SAGE Research Methods (SRM) database. SAGE has augmented
the reference materials in the database with case studies, datasets, videos, and other materials. The SRM database has
been available to libraries for over ten years and has grown steadily during that time. Early incarnations of the database
included about 750 titles (LaGuardia, 2011). Currently, if an institution subscribes to all of the SRM database modules,
the database includes over 6,700 items. With these materials SAGE has also added a “Methods Map” and a “Project
Planner” designed to help researchers understand how and when to use the materials in the database (SAGE, 2021a).
Coverage/Indexing/Subject Access
The SRM database currently includes the 11 modules listed below. These can be purchased separately.
Subject/discipline coverage in the database includes materials related to anthropology, business and management,
communication and media studies, computer science, counseling and psychotherapy, criminology and criminal justice,
dentistry, economics, education, engineering, geography, health, history, marketing, mathematics, medicine, nursing,
political science and international relations, psychology, public health, science, social policy and public policy, social
work, sociology, and technology (SAGE, 2021b).
•

Books & Reference (Core Module - 1181 titles): This module includes many, but not all, of the well-known
SAGE reference sources. The books cover "the full range of quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods"
research, "how research is conducted," and include "grant-writing and publication" guidance (SAGE, 2021c).
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Case Study Collections: The cases in these modules were "written by researchers in the field, [and] focus on
how [researchers] designed their studies, including method selection and application. Users can search cases by
keywords to find projects on similar topics to their own to find inspiration on the best methods to use" (SAGE,
2021d).
•

Cases Part 1 (773 titles)

•

Cases Part 2 (1507 titles)

•

Cases: Medicine and Health (513 titles)

Sample Datasets: These sample data sets have “been optimized for demonstrating a method, accompanied by a how-to
guide that explains the method at hand and walks users through the analysis using the data provided" (SAGE, 2021e).
•

Datasets Part 1 (279 titles)

•

Datasets Part 2 (301 titles)

Video Collections: These modules include “hundreds of video titles showing research in action to help users build their
skills as they prepare to conduct original research” (SAGE, 2021f).
•

Video (part 1: 481 titles)

•

Video: Practical Research & Academic Skills Video (433 titles)

•

Video: Data Science, Big Data Analytics, & Digital Methods (442 titles)

•

Video: Market Research (275 titles)

Foundations Collection (599 titles): This module provides an "introduction to methods and research terms [and] offers a
targeted list of entries to guide users through the content" (SAGE, 2021g).
SAGE is always expanding the list of modules in the SRM database.
•

The “Data Visualization” module is an upcoming expansion planned for the SRM database. It will
“teach [...] the fundamentals of data and design necessary to create impactful visualizations. Principles
will be taught through a series of practical video tutorials, text entries, and practice datasets, and will
teach users which chart types best fit their specific data story” (SAGE, 2021h).

•

The “Video: Medicine and Health” module is another planned expansion. This 60-hour video collection
will "cover research methods used across medical specialties. These include clinical study design,
conduct and analysis, biostatistics, systematic review, and meta-analysis" (SAGE, 2021i).

Search Interface
The SRM interface provides a “Basic Search,” an “Advanced Search,” and quick-access icons on the landing page (such
as books, videos, and reference) that take users directly to lists of results for resources. The Advanced Search mode
provides a variety of search filters, such as publisher, date, discipline, “book type,” “reference type” (dictionaries or
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encyclopedias), “dataset type” (quantitative or qualitative), “case type” (undergraduate and graduate level), “video type”
(interviews, lectures, etc.), and other useful filters. The SAGE basic and advanced search interfaces are pictured below
in Figures 1 and 2.

Figure 1. Basic Search Interface

RBMS 2021 VIRTUAL CONFERENCE (#RBMS21)
Power, Resistance and Leadership
June 8 – 10, 2021
Thanks to the over 350 of you that have already registered for the RBMS 2021 Virtual Conference. There’s still time
to get the best rates! Early bird registration ends May 28, 2021! Join us to critically examine the existing power
structures that have shaped and continue to impact special collections and archives. This conference will explore the
power dynamics within our profession and the ways in which we experience, exert, and/or defy power. Come hear
stories of resistance, large and small, successful or not. Learn practical tools and strategies, and explore thoughtprovoking ideas. We will hope you will be inspired to help make transformative change in our field!
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Figure 2. Advanced Search Interface

Special Search Features
There are two special search features of the database that stand out: the “Methods Map” and the “Project Planner.” Both
are very useful for navigating the SRM database content.
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Methods Map: This search tool (Figure 3) provides an interesting visual interface that accompanies textual searching on
a topic. When a user types in a search, they are presented with a scrolling list of suggested searches. When a topic is
chosen, the graphical result provides the user with options to click on broader, narrower, or related topics. At any stage
in the process, the user can click the “Search all content…” link, and search results are produced based on the displayed
topic.

Figure 3. Methods Map Interface

Project Planner: This tool (Figure 4) presents a user with an outlined overview of the entire research process. Twelve
stages, such as “defining a topic,” “reviewing the literature,” “data analysis,” and “writing up” are presented for a user
to explore. Each stage is further broken into numerous substages. For example, “what is grey literature” is one of
several substages listed under “reviewing the literature.” SAGE has put considerable effort into producing text and
examples for a very lengthy and thorough overview of each stage and substage of the research process. Within each
substage are embedded videos and periodic prompts to click for additional information. Relevant search results from the
SRM database are generated.
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Figure 4. Project Planner Interface

Search Result and Record Format/Layout
The search results that are generated by the various SRM database search types are very similar in layout or format to
search results that can be seen in many other databases (Figures 5 and 6). The user is presented with the title, author,
series (for some books), and publication date. Significant keywords and methodology-related subject terms are
displayed and are clickable. Searches performed on the full text of database resources will also display excerpts from
the item where the words show up. Users can further filter search results by using the right-side “search within results”
tool, or by opening and clicking on filters for discipline, date, and “result type” (entire works versus book chapters). If a
user clicks on the title of a retrieved item, the individual record for the item is opened. The bibliographic data is
displayed, and the full text of the item is viewed by simply scrolling down. The full text is displayed as HTML
formatted text. A PDF button is available to provide a PDF version. A “find” box can help the user search within the
full text of the item, but CTRL+F / Cmd+F also work.
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Figure 5. Example Search Results Layout

ACRL BOOKS
ACRL publishes a range of books to assist academic librarians in developing their professional careers, managing their
institutions, and increasing their awareness of developments in librarianship, providing timely, thought-provoking, and
practical content and research to academic and research librarians worldwide. Some recent titles:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leading Together: Academic Library Consortia and Advocacy
Creativity: A Toolkit for Academic Libraries
Academic Library Job Descriptions: CLIPP #46
Training Research Consultants: A Guide for Academic Libraries
Open Educational Resources: CLIPP #45
Approaches to Liaison Librarianship: Innovations in Organization and Engagement
Faculty-Librarian Collaborations: Integrating the Information Literacy Framework into Disciplinary Courses
Student Wellness and Academic Libraries: Case Studies and Activities for Promoting Health and Success
The Library Outreach Cookbook
Reflections on Practitioner Research: A Practical Guide for Information Professionals

Interested in writing for ACRL? Contact Erin Nevius, ACRL’s Content Strategist, at enevius@ala.org for more information,
or visit www.ala.org/acrl/publications/publishing to learn more about our book publishing program and submit a
proposal.
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Figure 6. Example Full Text Record Layout

Document Availability
The SRM database is a full-text resource. Every document retrieved is available in full text.
Help
The advanced search mode provides a link to “general search tips,” but very little information is provided. From this
page a user can follow a link to an “advanced search tips” page that also provides relatively little information. A link to
a very thorough help file (Figure 7) for the SRM database is located at the very bottom of each page. This help file
includes copious documentation and explanation for the functions of the database, including explanatory videos.
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Figure 7. Help File Table of Contents

Comparison and Overall Review
Based on anecdotal information, users want and like the SRM database. It offers the full text for many much-soughtafter handbooks, guides, cases, and explanatory videos. It is a perfect database for upper-level undergraduates, new
graduate students, and stressed-out dissertation writers, because it gets users to the methods-related content that they
need. The SRM database interface offers a unique and well-constructed searching interface that allows users to be very
specific about what they want to retrieve. The Project Planner is particularly impressive and useful, because it
essentially walks a user through the research process step by step, and provides much of the needed support literature.
The SRM database does not appear to have a serious competitor and is currently a unique research tool. No database is
perfect, and the SRM database has several shortfalls. Particular institutional pricing may be extremely expensive.
Though the database includes many must-have titles, and users seem to highly value the content, the total number of
titles (6,700+) is not as many as might be expected. The searching interface is incredibly useful, but it can take time for
a new user to learn how to navigate it, and it can initially be confusing. Overall, the SRM database is an excellent
product. It contains particularly useful and sought-after content in a unique user interface, and is highly recommended
by this reviewer. Past reviews support this conclusion (Stoehr, 2018).
References
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ACRL ELEARNING

ACRL’s e-Learning program provides a unique opportunity to participate in
professional development events that are focused on practical, tangible topics to
meet the demands of your schedule and budget. Visit the ACRL e-Learning
website to stay up-to-date on current e-Learning offerings from ACRL!
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