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Over the past nine months an amazing 
sequence of events has unfolded in the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR - East Germany). 
The Berlin Wall and the country's border with 
the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG - West 
Germany) were opened, a grand coalition of 
nOfl- Communist parties has replaced the Social
ist Unity Party (SED) after free elections, and 
the process of reunification of East and West 
Germany will start with monetary union on July 
2 of this year, while talks among the two Ger
manies and the four World War II Allies have 
begun in order to work OUI other aspects. These 
events, which have drawn the allention of Ger
man specialists in libraries as well as of the 
American public, have been a dramatic part of 
the whole range of developments in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

Accelerated as they were, the recent events 
in the GDR did not happen in a vacuum. The 
Wall would almost certainly not have remained 
standing through the 1990s. It did take the mass 
of people voting with their feet to bring matlers 
to a head, but reform had been in the air in the 
GDR throughout the late 1980s. For example, 
censorship of books by a central agency was eli
minated early last year. Citizens had become 
increasingly aware of the country's problems. 

(Conl 'd on page 3) 
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The WES'S Newsktter is issued twice a year 
(October and April) by the Western European 
Specialists Section of the Association of College 
and Research Libraries, a division of the Amer
ican Library Association, and is sent to indi
viduals and institutions whose names appear on 
the Section's membership list. The Newskllu 
welcomes contributions from readers in all 
relevant subjects. Articles, items of news, and 
correspondence pertaining to the NeMleJur 
should be sent to the editor and to the 
appropriate column editor. 

Members of the Advisory Committee who assist 
in organizing the NewsleJter are: Stephen 
Lehmann, Chair (PU), Ann F. Bevilacqua 
(NNU), Ceres B. Birkhead (UU), Charles Fine
man (lEN), Danielle Mihram (Cl.SU), and 
Charles Spetland (MnU). 

Copies of back issues of this NeMieller , in
cluding the publication issued by the Western 
European SpecialiSt:s discussion group under the 
title Watem European Language Specialists 
NewsleJter, may be obtained by writing to the 
headquarters librarian, American Library Asso
ciation, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, lL 
60611 -2795. There is a fee for each page 
photocopied. Neither the editor nor the head
quarters librarian can supply copies of the origi
nalissues. 

Publication and distribution of this issue of the 
WES'S NewsleJter have been made possible by 
much appreciated support from the Association 
of College and Research Libraries (William A. 
Moffett, President; JoAn S. Segal, Executive 
Director). The editor wishes to acknowledge the 
technical and material assistance of the Yale 
University Library and especially of its Systems 
Office. 

• American Libnry As8ocil tion, 1990 
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(ConJ 'dfrom poge 1) 
How can our libraries keep up with all the 

developments in the GDR, and what will they 
mean for us? For the most part we have relied 
on the American and West German media. 
Coverage in such publications as the N~ Yo,*" 
TImes, Time, and Newsweek has been thorough; 
afierall, the Associated Press named therevo
lution in Eastern Europe the story of the decade. 
Die Zeit and particularly Der Spiegel have also 
had many long articles on the GDR. The East 
German newspaper Neues DeUlschland, which 
since December 18 has called itself "Sozialis
tische Tagesz.ei tung" rather than "Zentralorgan 
der Sozialistischen Einheitspanei Deutschlands," 
actual ly has news in it now. On the other hand, 
few of us can have people in the GDR collecting 
new political ephemera, and even subscriptions 
to the newly revitalized local newspapers in the 
GDR are hard to get. West German publishers 
issued a number of books with photographs of 
the events in Berlin in time for Christmas sales; 
they are listed in the bibliography at the end of 
this article. 

Publishing houses and libraries in the GDR 
are facing change along with other institutions. 
Professional organizations in both fields began 
last fall to analyze their problems and reorga
nize. Bookselling and publishing will change 
rather quickly in response 10 economic influence 
from the FRG; libraries will change more 
slowly. 

Publishing houses in the GOR find the times 
exciting but also worrisome. After the borders 
were opened, West German books became read
ily available in the GOR, so that the demand for 
GDR books has fallen. This spring West Ger
man publishers have been allowing sales on a 
I: I basis - that is, bookslore customers pay the 
printed price in GDR Marks (the prices are 
usually at least twice as high as for similar GDR 
books anyway)-and offering booksellers gene
rous package discounts. The West German 
wholesal~ organizations are planning to expand 
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into the GDR, and the future of the Leipziger 
Kommissions- und Grossbuchhandel (LKG), the 
GDR distribution network is unclear. 

New private publishing houses are being 
started -- possibly up to 200 of them. Most will 
probably start slowly. Several have received a 
fai r amount of publicity: Linksdruck (which 
plans to publish nonfiction) and UnhAngiger 
Verlag Ackersttasse (J iterature) in East Berlin, 
Forum-Verlag in Leipzig (nonfiction), Carlsen 
ROSIOCk in Rostock (children's books), and Edi
tion Babelturm (nonfiction in .social sciences) in 
Potsdam. The established publishing houses -
most of them owned by the state or by the PDS 
- will publish different kinds of books than in 
past years. Dietz Verlag's advertising for the 
Leipzig Book Fair, for example, includes more 
interesting titles than in previous years, such as 
exposes of Stalinism and a paperback series on 
politica.l issues. (The standard Marx·Engels 
~samJQusgobe is still fealured.) 

Nova is sti ll being publisl'led in the same for
mat to infonn foreign buyers about GDR books, 
although it is unclear how long it will continue. 
TIle &Jr$enblafl ftJr den Deutschen Buchhandel 
in Leipzig changed its cover design in January 
1990 and is now printed on much better paper. 
Its coverage includes discussions of the issues 
facing the GDR book trade and information on 
some of the new publishing houses. The &Jrsen
blanjurden Deutschen Buchhandefin Frankfurt 
am Main has become an excellent source of 
information on the GDR, espec:ially on the retail 
book trade. It had often covered the GDR in the 
past, notably in a twelve-part series "Veriags
wesen in der DDR" at the beginning of 1989. 
Now there are articles in each issue and a regu
lar feature, "Kontakt- B3rsc" forGDR book sel
lersand publishers. 

Peter Altenhain, writing in the Frankfurt BlJr
senblmt (in an article whose title has been bor
rowed for this one), lists several areas that will 
cause problems for established GDR publishers 
in the next few months: I) most publishing 
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houses and printers do not know who controls 
thei r capital, 2) the seUer's market has cltanged 
into a buyer 's market as books from the West 
have become readily available, 3) printers are 
raising their prices, which had been frozen, 4) 
authors, editors, and translators are looking for 
the most favorable conditions, and 5) since most 
publishing houses have too much staff, cuts will 
take place, and nobody !mows who will go. 

Libraries in the two Germanies and West Ber
lin wi ll have more access to each other's 
resources even before unification is finalized. 
New networks will eventually form, and the 
GOR will be able to gain library technology. 
However, cltanges may noc come as rapidly as 
in the book trade. Librarians see a number of 
problem areas remaining from the socialist 
regime. Libraries were undervalued as produc
tive entities; most of them suffer from space 
problems and inadequate buildings and furn iture; 
they were unable to acquire books from foreign 
countries; they lack modem equipment like 
photocopiers and computers to use for inter
library loan; and they have no access to auto
mated networks. A few libraries have appealed 
to West German publishers for help in acquir
ingbooks. 

PUBLICATIONS O N TIlE GDR 
Events or November 1989 

&rlin im No~r (mit uber 100 Abbildungen 
und einer Chronik der Ereignisse von 1961-
1989). Berl in (West): Nicolai, 1989. ISBN 
3-87584-301-0, OM 24.80. 
~ ColIiJpse of Communirm, ed. Bernard 

Gweruman and Michael T. Haufman. New 
Yorlc:: Times Books, 1990. Selections from 
New York Times coverage of events in China 
and Eastern Europe. 

DDR-JoumaJ zur NO~fTnI01Ulion. Berlin 
(West): Tageszeitung, 1989. OM 5.00. A 
compendium of the newspaper's coverage 
from ~ugust through early December. 
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D~EnlmlwNlertTagedesJlansModrow. Ber
lin (East): Dietz, 1990. ISBN 3-320-01565-6, 
OM 9.10. 

9. Nov. 1989.- /kr TQg dLr /kUJSCh,en, eine Bi/d
dobImenuIIion. Munich: Heyne, 1989. ISBN 
3-453-04326-X, OM 9.80. 

9. NovemlJer 1989: /kr TQg dLr /kUJSCh,en. 
Reinbek: Carlsen, 1989. ISBN 
J.351-45303-9, OM 19.80. 

Obober 1989: Wider den SchJqf dLr Venwllft. 
Berlin (East): Neues Leben; Berlin (West): 
Elefanten Press, 1989. ISBN 3-88520- 344-8, 
OM 19.80. A co-production of East Berlin 
and West Berlin publishing houses, itself a 
new development. 

ParlamenJ:s-&oten einer dLUJSCh,en RevoiUlion: 
BundL.uag WId VoiA:s.tammer in! November 
1989, ed. Helmut Herles und Ewald Rose. 
Bonn: Bouvier, 1989. ISBN 3-416-02236-X, 
OM 25.00. 

Vier TIJge im NovemlJer: SI~m-FOIorePOr1Qge 
Hamburg: Grilner & Jahr, 1989. ISBN 
3-570-00876-2, OM 29.80. 

4. Nov. '89: /kr Proust, die Men.schen, die 
1WJen. Berlin (West): Ulistein, 1990. ISBN 
3-549-07225-2, OM 39.80. 

Wir ;sind d4J YoLt. Leipzig: Forum-Verlag, 
1990. Announced book with pictures and text 
on the events of November, 1989. 

General Political Situation 

Aujbruch in eine IJfIIkre DDR: Reformer und 
Oppost!ionelle tJU' Zubmft ihTu Ltmtiu, ed. 
Hubertus Knabe. Reinbelc:: Rowohlt, 1989. 
OM 11 ,80. 

Dotk' ich an /kutschkJnd: GrandltJgDl eines 
DWloges beiderdLlIlSChen SrtJiJlDl, ed. Stef
fen Kliser. Gerlingen: Bleicher, 1989. ISBN 
3-88350-020-8, OM 14.80. 

Die Geschidue isI offen: DDR 1990.- Hoff1Wllg 
tJUf eiM Mile Republlk, ed. Michael Nau
mann. (Rororo muell, 12814) Hamburg: 
Rowohlt, 1990. 
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Merseburger, Peter. Grt!nz,glJng~r: InMlflUISich
u n derlJltduen tkMJ:Jchm&publlk. Munich: 
Goldmann, 1989. ISBN 3-442-12062-4, OM 
12.80. 

MilUn in Europ<J- Die DDR IIIId &rlin : Ein 
SIoaJllllddMSlIJdJimBrt!lUlpWlklder 
Guchidu~. (Munich: Bertelsmann, 1990. 
ISBN 3-570.01104-6, OM 49.80. Uses tat 
and pictures from DeUUchlmld: PortrIJJ einer 
Na/ion, v. 9. 

Di~ Opposilion in der DDR: EntwIJlje/ur einen 
D1tde~n SuzjQJismus, ed. Gerhard Rein. Ber
lin (West): Wichern-Verlag, 1989. ISBN 
3-88981-044-6, OM 24.00. 

Seiffert, Wolfgang. DDsganuDeut:schJand: Per
SpdJillOl der WWUrvl/!~inigWlg. Munich: 
Piper, 1989. OM 19.80. 

Simmons, Michael. Dewsch/and IIIId &rlin. 
1871-1990. (Argon Zeitgeschichte) Berlin 
(West) : Argon, 1990. ISBN 3-87024-701-X; 
OM 38.00. 

40 John: DDR: Und die BlJrgu mellun sich zur 
Wort. Munich: BOchergilde Gutenberg, Han
ser; ISBN 3-446-15902-9; OM 19.80. 

Literary Collections 

Mein DeUJSChJond findel sich in keinon Atlas: 
SchrijtsJelJer der heiden deUJSChen Sloaten 
uber ihre MliorwJes Se~rsJl1fIdnjs, ed. 
Fran~oise Barthelemy and Lutz Winkeier. 
Frankfurt am Main: Luchterhand, 1990. 

Heym, Stefan. Einmischung: GuprIJcN:, /WJen. 
&says, ed. mge Heym and Egon BahT. 
Aalen: Bertelsmann, 1990. 

Wolf, Christa. 1m Dialog: AbuelJe Ten~. 

Frankfurt am Main: Luchterhand, 1990. 

Book Publishing and Literature in the GDR 

Altenhain, Hans. -Die Rea.li tli.t ist zur Zeit auf
regender als die Fiktion," &rsenbloJtfllrden 
DeIllSdlM Buchhandel (Frankfurt am Main), 
46 (1990), 1066-1010. 
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Rietz.schel, Thomas. "In die Freiheit entlassen," 
FronJfuner Allgemeine ZLirWlg, 20 Ian. 1990; 
27. 

Wittstock, Uwe. "Schreiben bei geschlossencn 
1\Lren, " &runbloa for den DeUISCMn 8uch
handel, 46 ( 1990),878-891. 

A Tour- of French Resources 

"Bibliographic Access to French Studies: A 
Revolution in Progress" was the title of a paper 
delivered by Susanne Roberts (ety) at "The 
Bibliographic Foundations of French Historical 
Studies,· an official program commemorating 
the Bicentennial of the French Revolution and 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man, part of the 
1989 Annual Conference of the Association for 
the Bibliography of History, held in San Fran· 
cisco on December 27-28, 1989. In it she exa· 
mined major developments in bibliographic 
access to French Studies and their attendant 
Denefits and challenges for scholars and 
libraries. The discussion of bibliographic 
utilities, research library catalogs, national 
bibliographies, periodical indeltes and abstracts, 
and archival inventories focused on general tools 
and those specialized tools of interest to 
researchers in history and related disciplines. 
Current technology is bringing about a revolu
tion in access to bibliographic infonnalion, but 
questions remain about how accessible the new 
tools are to researchers and how effectively they 
use them. The paper, containing a list of refe
rences and resources, is to appear in the 
inaugural numbers (Fall 1990) of Primary 
Sources &; OrigintJl Worts (Haworth PresQKL] 

Are WF.SS members dum If you don't 
believe so, then send your Personal and/or 
Inst itutional News to Ceres Blr-khead (address 
on page 2). 



WESS Newsletter 

The Portuguese NaUonal 
Bibliographic Data Base 

In the mid 1980s the Portuguese National Li
brary undertook the creation of a cooperatively 
produced machine-readable national bibliogra
phy, dubbed PORBASE. According to the bro
chure available from the Biblioteca Nacional in 
Lisbon, the data base is accessible through the 
TELEPAC network as well as through terminals 
in participating libraries. Current detailed 
infonnation about PORBASE is disseminated 
through a newsletter of the ~me name (ISSN 
0870-8398) available free from the Biblioteca 
Nacional, Campo Grande 83, 1751 Lisboa 
CodeJt, Portugal; a user's manual and other 
technical literature are avai lable for sale. 

We are honored to publish the following arti
cle on the development of PORBASEand the in
troduction of automation in the National Library 
of Portugal by Mrs. Maria Lui~ Cabral, Deputy 
Director of the National Library of Portugal . 
Mrs. Cabral is also a Member of the Coordi
nating Board of PORBASE, and Secretary of 
both the General Libraries Division and the 
National Libraries Section of lFLA. 

PORBASE: a Portuguese experience 
--Maria Luisa Cabral 

Less than five years ago when first steps to
wards automation were taken at the National Li
brary of Portugal, there were, one can ~y, no 
automated libraries in the country. The three or 
four examples o f libraries with automation only 
underscore th is statement, since they had only a 
few functions installed, and in any case for pure
ly internal purposes. Those libraries were not 
concerned with compatibility or portability of 

"ta. 
The starting point at the National Library was 

absolutely the opposite: our aim was, and it still 
is, to guarantee compatibility, durability and 
portability o f data. Relying only on our own 
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resources has always seemed somewhat of an 
acxjuired idea, and we have rejected it. 

Automating the National Library would, 
sooner or later, affect other Portuguese libraries. 
This did indeed happen because the National Li
brary is the national bibliogmphic agency; it is 
also the legal deposit library; it produces both 
the current and the retrospective national bib
liography; finally, it is the ruling library in what 
concerns standards of librarianship. 

It cannot be said that change is ever accom
plished. If change is a need, it is an ongoing 
attitude and process, and that is indeed what is 
still happening. 

The decision to automate the National Library 
arose from the need to introduce more efficient 
procedures within the Library's bibliographic 
processing. Moreover, automation would in
crease the National Library's effiCiency in ful
filling its duties concerning the Union Catalog 
of Portuguese Libraries, and it would permit the 
launching of an interlending system, so far vir
tually non-existent in the country. 

At this point, some milestones in the process 
should be recalled: 

Oct 85 - Announcement of the decision to 
automate 

Nov 86 - Call for proposals for an automated 
system 

l ui 87 - Contract signed between vendor and 
National Library 

Oct 87 - System begins to be installed 
May 88 - System is inaugurated holding 

6O,0CXI bibliographic records 
Mar 89 - Online Cataloging starts 
Mar 90 - 250,0CXI bibliographic records and 

4 1 cooperative libraries 
Listing these steps calls for some technical 

explanation of the system itself and of solutions 
we have been implementing. 

The system is a GEAC 9000 (three proces
sors, 16 megabytes of Random Access Memory, 
4 gigabytes of storage on discs) physically in
stalled at the National Library. It holds the data 
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base and is prepared to expand to serve a net
work throughout the country. As a matter of 
fact, the data base is already available from any 
library regardless of geognaphica.l location , but 
more work is still needed in this respect. 

The sequence of steps mentioned above may 
raise some questions. Indeed, at the National Li
brary an important decision was made: we 
would start neither by installing the acquisitions 
module nor the online cataloguing one. Ours 
was a different option. In order to cope with the 
high expectations created inside and outside the 
Library, we decided to load the system with bib
liographic records prepared in batch mode using 
a different system . 

This solution has enabled the National u
brary to inaugurate the system with an Online 
Public Catalog and 60,000 bibliographic records 
avallable immediately. Behind the scenes the 
work was hard and always running agalnsttime! 

To prepare these records in batch mode we 
made use of Mini-micro CDS/ISIS. This soft
ware distributed by Unesco was tailored and 
translated into Portuguese by the National Li
brarystaff. 

The following five reasons were considered 
when we were thinking of adopting Mini-micro: 

• it could be a means of training staff; 
• it could awaken unknown capabilities in the 

field of automation; 
• it could help staff overcome their short

comings with technology; 
• it could become an intermediate step be

tween old-fashioned routines and new 
technology; 

• it could serve as a prototype to anticipate 
GEAC software adaptation. 

Looking back today, we are pleased to see that 
all these expectations were fulftlled. 

Furthermore, Mini-micro CDS/ISIS still acts 
as a host framework for development of new ap
plications for libraries, and the experience ac
quired in developing its parameters proved most 
useful in .the later work with GEAC software. 

Spring 199Q 

Indeed, the bibliographic format chosen was 
UNlMARC. For a country with no tradition in 
the field, there were no technical reasons to 
prevent it from applying UNlMARC as an inter
nal format, as well. Our option has proved most 
useful, and the PORTUGUESE BffiLlOGRA
PHIC DATA BASE - PORBASE- now holds a 
variety of items as diverse as sixteenth-century 
records, map records, books, serials, and their 
component parts. Our decision was made on the 
basis of the information content itself, regardless 
of format or medium. 

At the National ubrary the software Mini
micro CDSfiSIS is still used for retrospect ive 
conversion, but no longer for current bibliogra
phy, which is now processed online (with the so 
called BPS module), whether it is for instance 
legal deposit, gifts or other acquisitions. Pre
liminary descriptive cataloging is followed by a 
more detailed description, and then subject cata
loging. Reoordsarechecked and validated daily, 
so records are made avallable daily to readers. 

All this work has been prepared by careful 
adjustments among all departments at the Natio
nal Library, and this has been no minor task 
either. 

Lack of efficiency in the bibliographic pro
cessing was not due to lack of expertise; very 
much on the contrary it was due to an absolute 
lack of organizational planning. Moreover this 
situation happens more often than not in old , 
large libraries, which tend to acquire a very 
special status over the centuries. The National 
Library was no exception, so making different 
departments agree on their procedures was a 
huge challenge. UnfonunateJy without attaining 
such a common platfonn, no automated system 
could have succeeded. 

Another relevant aspect taken seriously into 
account from the very beginning was staff train
ing. I sti ll recall with tender feelings our first 
steps, and how we staned introducing fascinat
ing new elements, methods, and words into our 
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"peaceful" daily life which was right on the 
verge of passing away! 

Staff training still occupies much of our con
cerns and time, but we will never regret the 
effort. Besides, along with training, al l levels of 
staff also received information about what was 
going to happen. And th is permanent now of 
communication has overcome any existing fears, 
and made automation seem the most obvious and 
natural thing todo. 

The way we are building up the PORTU
GUESE BmLlOORAPH1C DATA BASE -
PORBASE - is based on a cooperative mode. 
Libraries allover the country, if they want to 
join the effort, are most welcome. The feature 
thai has been decisive in this joint venture was 
the massive distribution o f Mini micro CDSIISIS 
by the National Library (which in the meantime 
became the Distributing Center on behalf of 
Unesco). Libraries requesting the software know 
they have to accept the established parameters 
and format. Similarly, they also know their 
contributions to the central data base are 
absolutely voluntary. 

The amount of training, consultation and 
coordination by the National Library is nearly 
impossible to describe. The hardest aspect was 
undoubtedly coordination in order to avoid over
laps. Of course, once libraries are connected to 
the central data base by a permanent link, the 
danger of overlapping disappears. But with their 
small budgets, a permanent link is still a dream. 
Libraries therefore still use Mini micro 
CDSIISIS to prepare their records, which they 
send on nappy disks to the National Library. 
Once received, they are printed, amended and 
validated. Only afterwards are they loaded into 
the data base. 

We are not happy with this solution, and im· 
provements are urgent, to which we now devote 
the bulk of our efforts. Nevertheless, we have 
successfully applied the same cataloging rules all 
over the country, and libraries no longer feel the 
anxiety Qf isolation. 
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There are 41 libraries cooperating in th is joint 
program, and the soflware has been distributed 
to more than 450 libraries allover the country -
a boom that still does not cease to amaze Portu
guese librarians. 

What we really are building together is a 
different union catalog, and it is not too much to 
call it the Online Union catalog of Portuguese 
Libraries. The effects of this cooperative work 
remain to be evaluated, but it does not seem too 
audacious to th ink that the scenario will change 
quickly. This Online Union catalog is a true 
Reference Library, and it can become a true 
Science Library. In a country whcre resources 
are very scarce - not enough libraries and books 
- il is important to make the most of available 
technology in order to stimulate reading, 
research, and circulation of information. 

The National Library is by far thc largest 
library in the country; nevertheless its holdings 
are mainly humanistic in orientation. SUI there 
is no Reference or Science library in the coun
try, as they are understood in Anglo-Saxon 
countries. It would be foolish to start building 
one now: where is the money? where are the 
books? where would the books be stored? and 
who would process the information? 

Conversely, it seems wise and efficient to ga
ther bibliographic information on the holdings 
stored in all sorts of libraries scattered around 
the country. The National Library has a respon
sibility and a role to play, and is willing 10 do 
." 

In our plans for the future the creation of 
local data bases is foreseen. Records will be 
downloaded to local files from the central data 
base according to specific needs (and com
mands). This will be the next technical step, and 
work is proceeding in that direction. 

In the meantime our attention has turned to 
loading International Serials Data System (ISDS) 
tapes into the data base, again renecting the 
need to make existing resources available. In 
this panicular case, ISDS records will mean 
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much more to librarians than to end users, but 
it is in any case an enhancement of existing 
bibliographic resources. The aim is to add local 
call numbers 10 title records so that each library 
wi ll make its existence in the country known 10 
all users of the data base. 

Retrospective convttSion is another major 00-
going effort . For the momen!, libraries c0ope
rating wi thin the scope of the data base have 
agreed on the followi ng division of labor: the 
National Library is 10 cover the national bibliog
raphy while other libraries are to guarantee the 
loading of foreign literature. Such is the policy 
that applies to books, serials, and grey literature. 
Component parts within bibliographic entities 
come under a different policy: forcign titles are 
loaded, but not their component parts. Only 
component parts in Portuguese journals or wri t
ten about Portugal are considered 10 be of inle
rest for the data base. We tend to encourage 
librarians to save their staff time by buying 
abstract journals. Their effort must be concen· 
trated on a field which has not yet been covered. 
and this consists of Portuguese journals. Some 
hundreds of journals are already being consi
dered, and each library joining the system has 
no need to overlap others' work. 

The future for us is as promising as it is 
frightening: the authority file is in the process of 
being installed (also using UNIMARC format); 
by the end of 1990 we hope to have the acqui
sitions and serials control module running; the 
data base must be made available on VIDEO
TEXT; cataloging in publication (C£P), which 
has just been launched as a pilot project, will be 
definitely running. And as a large enveloping 
framework, the network will deserve all our 
attention in order to make it stronger, larger, 
more efficient, and effective. 

I strongly believe that if we were able to pass 
the turning point we also wi ll be able to reach 
our goal: the modernization of Portuguese 
libraries. 

.9. Spdng 1990 

EUROPE IN BITS AND BYTFS 
.. .is a column focusi ng on electronic resources 
and services. Contributions are invited to be 
addressed to thecolumn editor, Danielle Mihram 
(address on page 2). 

Western Europe via Sodofi~ 

Sbciojilt. is the compact disc version of 
Sbciofogical Abstracts, and is produced by Silver 
Platter. Sbciological Abstracts is probably not 
(nor should it be) the first place one might check 
for information on topics relating 10 Western 
Europe, past or present. Although the second 
edition of the Thesaurus o/Sbciological Indexing 
Tt.nns lists descriptors for Renaissance, Six· 
teenth Century, Middle Ages, and so on, few 
articles are indexed under lhose headings. A 
search in the online version of SA is usually not 
a high priority when looking for infonnation of 
this kind. 

Sbciojiit., however, is a different story, espe
cially for smaller libraries that might not have 
specialized indexes or bibliographies. One disc 
covers the years 1974-1989 (with quarterly up
dates) and allows users many of the same 0p
tions as an online search, such as free-text 
searching and limiting by language or year, 
without incurring connect time charges. Patrons 
are free to browse citations and abstracts and 
print or download only those records relevant to 
their search. This makes ScH:iojilt. a valuable tool 
for undergraduates wanting to broaden a 
bibliography and for graduate students or faculty 
who simply want a few quick citations on a sub
ject. Another option for faculty or graduate stu
dents is to download all relevant records on a 
topic and, using commercial software, create a 
specialized database they can search for specific 
references. 

A few examples of the usefulness of Sociojiie 
to students and scholars of Western European 
studies are listed below. A student seeking infor
mation on women in the Renaissance would 
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need to use Historical Abstracts, Women Studies 
AbstroctJ, the Socjal Scienc~ Index, and other 
specialized indell:es and reference books. How
ever, the student may be able to get some idea 
of the range of information available on the 
subject from Socioftle. The term -renaissance" 
is a descriptor but only 49 citations are indell:ed 
under it. Typing in "renaissance" as a free-text 
term retrieves 292 citations. Since it is not being 
used as a descriptor it also retrieves articles on 
the Harlem Renaissance and articles with the 
word renaissance used in a general sense in the 
abstract. Combining "renaissance" with the 
string "women or woman or female or females" 
retrieves a set of 19 articles. Some of the titles 
in that set in English and published in widely 
held journals (such as the Journal of Social 
History or the Journal Of Interdisciplinary 
History) include: 

"The Appeal of Calvinism to French 
Noblewomen in the Sill:teenth Century," 

"Characteristics of the Western Family 
Considered Over Time," 

"Dowries and Kinsmen in Early Renais
sance Venice," and 

"Sexual Criminality in Early Renaissance 
Venice, 1338-1358." 

NaturaJlystudentsshouidnotstartandend 
their research with Sociofile but it is a good 
supplement to ttaditional sources. Historical 
sociology and social history overlap a great deal 
and Socioflle can lead patrons to sources they 
might not otherwise find. 

Very specific searches, such as the terms 
"beguine or beguines" retrieve nothing. Personal 
name searches are also unlikely to produce 
results. "Peter and chanter" retrieves nothing as 
well. It is also difficul t 10 restrict a search to a 
specific time period unless it has a widely used 
and understood name, such as the Renaissance; 
a search for in formation on the 1920's would be 
quite difficult. 

Sociojile is not a replacement for the more 
traditionll;! sources of information on Western 
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European research, but it does provide a way of 
locating information quickly and from sources 
which may not be found elsewhere. The ability 
to search free-tell:t means that users can work 
around irrelevant subject headings and look for 
words in the abstract or title as wdl as the 
descriptor field. Since users are not paying for 
connect time (or for printouts) it is easy to 
browse records and record or print only those 
germane to the topic. The indell: is relatively 
inell:pensive (as compact disc indell:es go) and 
can be used by researchers in a variety of 
subject areas. Julie Still (ViRU) 

E-mail: still@urvax.bitnet 
or: still@urvax.urich .edu 

Q+A 
Column Editor: 10hn Cullan 

(Please supply answers and proposed 
questions to address on page 2.) 

Answer to Q-12 (1962 Italian translation of life 
on the MississippI): J raconli suI flume. A 
cum di Flavia Trezzi. Ill. di Roberto Molino. 
Milano, EditriceA.M.Z. (Magenta, Tip. For
naroli), 1962. Source: Bibliograjia Nationale 
iraliana, voL 5, 1965. Firenze: 1962. Answer 
supplied by Zenos F. Booker (NN). 

Q-13: A full citation is needed for a publication 
(article'?) by Henri Platelle, "Erreur sur la 
personne." This may be in a Festschrift. 

Q-14: A full citation for a book published al the 
Univ. of Wales, probably in the 19705, enti
tled Menestrellorum multitudo. 

Q-14: Who is the author of Teulsches 
HoI-Recht, published in the eighteenth 
century,? 

Q-IS: Are there any recent editions of Us 
Menestrel.s aux Pays-Bas du Xllle au XVllle 
siec1es'? 

Q-16: What is the full citation for the first 
edition of L 'Art des emblemes by Claude
Francois Menestrier'? 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS OF NOTE 
Column Editor: Charles O. Spetland 

(Submissions are encouraged and welcomed) 

Recent Gennan-Language Reference Works 
[Works not examined are indicated by a trans

lation of the title in brackets in lieu of an anno
tation . Stephen Lehmann (PU)] 

Beyer, Heinz-Jurgen . SludienflJhrrr: Sprach
und LiuraturwissenscJwjt. Milnchen: Lexika 
Verlag, 1987. 3-891-55076-6. 24.80 OM. 

A guide for students interested in literary stu
dies(bylanguage),comparative literature,infor
mation science, and programs for translators and 
simultaneous interpreters. A potentially useful 
introduction for students planning to study in 
Germany. 

Bibliographie Verlag C II. Beck 1913-1988, 
edited by Albert Heinrich . Munchen: 8e<:k, 
1988. xi. 799 pp. 3-406-33198-X. 58 OM. 

Published on the 250th anniversary of the 
founding of the publisher Beck, this volume is 
invaluable for its detailed analytics of series, 
sets, Festschriften, and other collections. 

Biedermann, Hans. Knours Laikon der Sym
bole. Munchen: Oroemer Knaur, 1989.591 pp. 
3-426-26400-5. 68 OM. 

A well-illustrated and well-indexed dictionary 
of symbols in their cultural, mythological, and 
religious contexts. 

Biographisches Repenorium der Juristen im 
IHlen Reich; 16.-18. Juhrltwukn. edited by 
Filippo Ranieri . Frankfurt a.M.: Klostermann, 
1987-. Vols. A, E to date. (Studicn zur euTO
paischen Rechtsgeschichte; 35, 40). 3-465-
01879-6. 146 OM for vol. E. 

Biographical dictionary of jurists in the Holy 
Roman Empire, 16th-18th centuries. 
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Deutsche Bibliothek (Frankfurt am Main). 
Deutsches Exilarchiv. DelllSChes Exilardtiv 
1933-1945; Ktuaiog der Blicher und BroschQ
IVI. Stuttgart, Metiler, 1989.714 pp. (Sonder
veroffentlichungen der DeulSChen Bibliothek: 
Nr. 16) 3-476-00657-3 . 298 OM. 

A catalog of one of the world's largest collec
tions of publications by German-speaking emi
gres between 1933 and 1945. By main entry. 

&ymofogisches WlJnerbuch der DeUlSChen, edi
ted by Wolfgang Pfeifer et al. Berlin: 
Akademie-Verlag, 1989. 3 vols. 3-050-00626-
9. 150 OM. 

[German etymological dictionary.] 

Glenn, Jerry. Paul CeJan: eine Bibliographie. 
Wiesbaden:Harrassowitz, 1989. 331 pp.3-447-
02955-2 . 

A bibliography of literature by and about the 
great poet Paul Celan. 

Gn'ec:henland: Laikon der hislOrischen Sil1Jlen 
von den AnflJngen bis zur Gegenwan. edited by 
Siegfried Lauffer. Munchen: Beck. 1989. 775 
pp. 3-406-33302-8. 98 OM. 

A historical gazetccr of Greece. Over 1,000 
entries, many with extensive descriptions and all 
with bibliographical references. Includes maps. 

KObler, Gerhard. Gotisches WlJnerbuch . Lei
den: Brill , 1989. xlvi, 716 pp. 9-004-09128-9 

An important contribution to the lexicography 
of the oldest of the Germanic languages. ,\1-
though the apparatus is in German. English as 
well as German translations are given for each 
word listed. 

Kobler, Gerhard. llislOrisches lLxilwn derdeut
sc:hen Ulnikr.- die dewschen TerrilOrien vom 
Mittefaller bis loUr Gegenwan. Miinchen: Ilcck. 
1989. xxxiv, 639 pp. 3-406-33290-0. 48 OM. 

A dictionary of approJ(imately 5.000 loca
tions, convents, monasteries. families. etc. 
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important in German regional history for the 
Middle Ages to the present day. 

Der UurtlllU'-Brod:hIJus, edited by Wemer 
Habicht et al. Mannheim: Brockhaus, 1988. 3v. 
3-76!i-30400..x. 495 OM . 

[A literary encyclopedia.) Reviewed in 'fT.S, 
10/13-10119/89, p. 1136. 

Scheemann, Hans. Sy~rt~rlJuchekrekul
scMn Ru1or.torun. Straelen: Straelener Manu
skripte Verlag, 1989. xxxvi, 428 pp. 3-891-
07022-5 . 132 OM. 

A classified listing of German idioms with 
keywoniindex. 

Di~ Sciota-Fiction ekr DDR: Aulonn und 
Wertt": ein lLxikon, edited by Erik Simon and 
Olaf R. Spittel. Berlin: Verlag Das Neue Berlin, 
1988. 348 pp. 3-360-00185-0. 

fA dictionary of DDR science fiction writers 
and works.] 

Vocabulmiw: Ex quo: libt'rlie/erungsgesdrichr
liche .Ausg~, edited by Klaus Grubmilller and 
Bernhard Schnell et al. Tilbingen: Niemeyer, 
1988-. 6 vols. (Text und Textgeschichte: 22-
27) 3-484-36022-4 (v. I). 5 vols to date = 860 
DM. 

Variorum edition of a 15th-century Latin 
glossary. 

Wald- Forsi- und JlJge~ Laicon. Freiburg: 
Schillinger, 1988. 500, [17] pp. 3-891-55076-
6. 168 OM. 

Reprint of a dictionary of hunting and lore of 
the forest published in Prague in 1764. 

Wassermann, Henry. Bibliographie dt's jodi
~n SchriftJums in DeuJSChkwi, 1933-1943. 
Munchen: SaUf, 1989. xxvii, 153 pp. (Biblio
graphie zur deutsch-jiidischen Geschichte; Bd.2) 
3-598-10750-1. 148 OM. 
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[Bibliography of Jewish publications in Ger
many, 1933-1945] 

New editions or standard titles [SL] 

Baumgart, Winfried. BiJcht'IW!TUichni.J tJUtkuJ
~n Guc:hichJt': HilftmiIlt'l, Handbacht'r, 
~lJt'n. 7th ed. Munchen: Deutscher Taschen
buch Verlag, 1988. 282 pp. 3-423-03247-2. 
12.80 OM. 

An unannotated bibliographic guide to Ger
man history. Lists bibliographies and indexes, 
dictionaries and encyclopedias, handbooks, year
books, journals, historiographies, sources. 

Frenzel, Elisabeth. Slo1ft' ekr Wel!literatur: ein 
Lt'xilwn diduungsgt'Sdrichr/icher LiJngsschnille. 
7th ed. Stuttgart: KrOner, 1988. xvi, 887 pp. 
(KrOners Taschenausgabe; Bd. 300) 3-520-
30007-9. 38 OM. 

Traces history of persons, fictional and histo
rical, through literature, e.g., Billy the Kid, 
Byron, Esther, the Flying Dutchman , Hamlet, 
Joan of Arc, Satan, and many mote. 

Xi~rs Mila UtUaIure laiton, edited by 
Walter Jens. Munchen: Kindler, 1988-.20 vols. 
projecled, to v. 7 (Ko) to date. 3-463-43002-0. 
Approx.3,OOOOM. 

A new edition of a Gennan equivalent of 
Masterpiols which includes commentaries as 
well as summaries. Organization by author 
rather than by titles is a change from the pre
vious edition. Entries also include editions, 
translations, and criticisms for each title. 
Reviewed in TLS, 10113-10/19/89, p. 1136. 

Kluge, Friedrich. EJymollJgiM:hQ WDnerbuch 
ekrtk~n Spradlt', edited by Elenar Seebold 
et al. Berlin: der Gruyter, 1989. lxv, 882 pp. 3-
11 0-06800-1. 

A significant revision of the standard one
volume German etymological dictionary. 
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Vadmr«Iun delllscMr Ldlr- wrd ForschullgsstlJl
kn..,' SJiJtlell der Forschung. Stuttgart: Raabe, 
1989. 9th ed . 3-886-49153-6. Approx. xxi, 
1,621 pp. 360 DM. 

A classified directory of West German 
research centers, including university depart
ments. Includes names of senior staff. Numerous 
cross references and indexes. 

Veruichnis delllscMr InformlJliofU- wrd Do/cu
melllalionssUlkn. Munchen: KG. Saur, 1990. 
5th ed. viii, 518 pp. 3-598-10622-X. 

A directory of special libraries and infonna
tion centers in West Gennany and West Berlin. 
Lists address, phone, FAX, director, scope, 
publications, services provided, access policies, 
and fees. Also lists special collections in large 
libraries. Well indexed. 

Wilpert, Gero von. SociIwlJmrlJuch der litera
IUf. Stuttgart: KrOner, 1989. 7th ed. xi, 1054 
pp. (KrOners Taschenausgabe; Bd. 231) 3-520-
23107-7. 

Extensive dictionary of literary tenns. 

WDm rlJuch der Symbolik, edited by Manfred 
Lurker. 4th ed. Stuttgart: KrOner, 1988. xvi, 
845 pp. (KrOners Taschenausgabe; Bd. 464) 3-
520-46404-7.34 DM . 

[Dictionary of symbolism] 

Miscellaneous [CGS] 

OJtaJog of 1M German-Americana Collection, 
UniW!r.rily ofQlldllllQli. Edited by Don Hein
rich Tolzmann. New York: Saur, 1989.2 vols. 
800 pp. 0-89664-318-2 . 5259. 

The annotated catalog of this imponanl col
lection, focusing on the Midwest from 1850 
onwards. Includes listings for books, pamphlets, 
journals, manuscripts, and other documents 
covering all aspects of German-American social 
and literary life. 
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Jacobsen, Henrick Galberg and Peter Stray Jor· 
gensen. Hdndbog i Nudan.d:. Copenhagen: Poli
tikens Forlag AlS, 1988.527 pp. 87-567-4380-
7 . Okr. 248. 

A practical, up-to-date guide to usage of the 
modem Danish language. Incorporates many 
features of a style manual including collection 
and presentation of information and editing. 
Nordic RDundJobk ~n, edited by Poul Houe 
et a1 . Minneapolis: Center for Nordic Studies, 
1989-. 5 issues per year. 520/year or $4.50/ 
single issue. 

Revised versions of oral presentations given 
in the Roundtable Seminar series at the Univer
si ty of Minnesota. Leading scholars ofScandina· 
vian studies cover subjects ranging from medie
val archeology to contemporary literary criti
cism. All papers are in English. 

Ramsay, Anne. Eurojargon; A Dicti01ltUJ oj 
EECAcnmynu, AbbreviatiofU. ondSoubri~lS. 
2nd ed. Stamford: capital Planning Information, 
1989. 85 pp. 0906011 574. £12.50. 

A practical, IIp-to-<latedictionary and direc
lOry of EEC and related agencies, projects, data 
bases, and terminology. Issued by the same 
publisher as &roslar Inda, this publication is 
produced primarily from British users, although 
cross references to French and Gennan appear 
when deemed necessary. 

Svuub Iryd. i NorrJamerihl: KalaJog DW!r TeU 
G. DahlltJft sam/ing = SKwllsh·American lm
prim: A CiJlaJogue of 1M T~U G. DahlllJj Col· 
lectiOll. Compiled by Gunilla Larson and Eva 
Tedenmyr. Stockholm: Kung!. biblioleket, 1988. 
(Acta Bibliotha2 Regilr. Stockholmiensis, 
VLVII .) 378 pp. 9 1-7000- 124-3. 

The printed catalog o f the approximately 
8,000 books, periodicalS, and pamphlets col· 
lected by the Swedish magazine editor DahllOf, 
covering all aspects of the Swedish-American 
immigrant experience beginning in the early 
17th century, up through 2Oth-century Swedish 
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viewpoints of the Uoited Stales and foreign 
policy of the 19605 and 1970s. The catalog is 
indexed in Swedish and English. The collection 
was acquired by the University of Minnesota in 
1986 and is housed in the Department of Special 
CoUections and Rare Books, Wilson Library, on 
the Minneapolis campus. Distributed in the U.S . 
by the Swedish-American Historical Society, 
5125 N. Spaulding Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 
60625 . 

Exe<:utive Committee I Mlnules 
January 6 , 1990, Chicago 

Present: Manha Brogan (chair), John Cullan, John 
Dillon, Tom Kilton, Jeffry Larson, Danielle 
Mihram, Eva Sartori 

Visitors: Anne Beaubien, Cathleen Bourdon, James 
CampbeU, Diana Chlebek, Charlie Fineman, 
John Henneman. Bill Monroe, Chuck 
Spornick, Gregory Wool 

Brogan convened the meeting at 2:00 P.M. 
ACRL presidential candidate Beaubien and 
Bourdon from ACRL headquarters were present 
to field questions from the committee. Brogan 
announced the candidates for WESS offices in 
the 1990 elections: Richard FiIChen and John 
Kaiserforchair-elect;DianaChlebekandDaniel 
Todd for secretary; and Gail Hueting and 
Daviess Menefee for member-at-Iarge. Results 
will be made available in June. Brogan further 
announced thai the section currently has 770 
members, of which 70 are institutional. 

Following up on a request from Barbara Bern
hardt of the San Francisoo Goethe Institute made 
at the Dallas ALA summer conference of 1989, 
Brogan will write to the administration of the 
Goethe Institutes with a recommendation that 
they acid their cataloging 10 OCLC since many 
of their acquisitions are otherwise unCOllected by 
American institutions. Divisions in the future 
will be rqtricted to three baskets at ALA regis-
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tration, and material to be publicized from sec
tions must be submitted to Bourdon by May I, 
1990. 

Committee members discussed ccnain WESS 
concerns with presidential candidate Beaubien. 
Fineman stressed WESS's concern with the dete
rioration of ALA's international interests, and 
the desire that ALA revive its International Rela
tions Office. Brogan pointed out that while only 
14.5% of the ACRL membership had ranked 
international relations as very important in a 
recent ACRL survey, another 43.2% had 
allowed it to be of some importance; thus over 
50% of the ACRL membership had some inte
rest in the topiC. Cullars was appointed to attend 
the ACRL Board Meeting Sunday at which 
Hannelore Rader was to address this question, 
and he is to report the outcome at the second 
executive committee meeting. Another WESS 
concern brought to Beaubien's attention by 
Mihram was that ACRL had declined to allot 
the section $450 toward bringing in non
librarian speakers for WESS program sessions at 
the national conference.· Since ACRL also dis
courages approaching vendors for funding, *. it 
both denies us direct support and hinders our 
seeking outside sources. Campbell pointed out 
that ACRL financial support for speakers had 
not been common prior to our receipt of funds 
for the Women's Studies Program. WESS will 
write to ACRL stressing the importance of fund · 
ing for speakers. Sartori suggested that ACRL 
could institute a program of partial or rotating 
suppon for sectiOflai programs. 

Dillon reported on the ACRL Board meet
ing in Dallas, and summarized ACRL's funding 
procedures, which are based on three-year bud
getary cycles with the requi rement of holding 
50% of operating expenses in reserve. Sartori 
recommended 10 Bourdon that sectional reviews 
be conducted every five rather than three years, 
even if divisional reviews continue at the more 
frequent rate. Three-year intervals do not allow 
enough time to fuUy implement earlier recom-
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mendations and to evaluate their success. Camp
bell, Brogan, and Kilton commended ACRL 
staff for promptly supplying help or documents 
upon request; particular note was taken of the 
contributions of Mary Ellen Davis. 

Brogan announced that Pisani had 
cancelled the Florence Conference Proceedings 
meeting since all is well under way with 
publication expected in spring 1990. Haworth is 
offering a 50% discount on The Stale of Weslem 
Europeon Studjes. 

Brogan announced that readers and review
ers are needed for proposals on West Europe for 
Title VI grants, and that reviewing requires 
evaluation of the entire proposal, not just those 
sections dealing with libraries. 

Campbell reported that CRL has funds for 
additional newspaper subscriptions and that 
WESS input on selection is advisable so that 
European collections will not be neglected. 

Brogan reported that WESS is working on a 
section manual and that she had sent an outline 
to committee chairs to use in seeking volunteers 
to work with her. Since WESS has funds 10 pro
duce the manual now, we will try to complete it 
this year. 

J. Michael Smethurst from the British Library 
and a prominent member of UBER has sug
gested England as the site for a WESS confe
rence in 1993 or 1994, following the opening of 
new facilities at SI. Pancras and European unifi
cation in 1992. The committee enthusiastically 
recommended pursuing this idea, but stressed 
that strong British participation in all aspects of 
planning would be necessary. It was felt thaI 
Smethurst and LffiER would see to greater 
European participation than had happened at 
Florence, where mainly Italians made up the 
European contingent. Sartori expressed reser
vations about international conferences: What do 
the participants really get from them? Is it worth 
so much time and effort by so few individuals? 
Brogan pointed out that Hermann Liebaers, for
merly th~ Belgian National Librarian , had 
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declined to endorse the Florence conference. 
Fineman reponed that various European libra
rians at the Florence conference had recognized 
that the United States often holds unique copies 
of European materials and that communication 
between the twO continents is mutually valuable. 
The organization of conference planning was 
discussed in terms of either a separate permanent 
committee or as a part of the charge of the Con
tinuing Education Committee. Fineman sug
gested that planning should be a separate issue 
from the choice of sites; a strong, well-planned 
program should be self-recommending in terms 
of site and appropriate participants. 

Sartori reponed that Elaine Franco, a mem
ber of the Advisory Committee 10 the MU Bib
liography , would address the second executive 
committee meeting aboul possible WESS input 
into MLA projects. Sanori also said that she 
would have 10 make committee assignments by 
March 1990, and interested WESS members 
should contact her. Brogan adjourned the 
meeting at 3:40 P. M. 

• In a letter of March 27, 1990, Cathleen 
Bourdon, Deputy Executive Director of ACRL, 
writes to clarify this point: -This is an ALA 
funding program, nOI ACRL . • 
.. In this letter, Ms Bourdon writes, • At this 
time, there is no rule thaI says that you may not 
approach vendors to support speakers. ' 

Submitted by John Cul1ars 
February 28, 1990; revised Apri l '17, 1990 

Want to avoid gossip and rumor? Then send 
your Personal and/or Institutional News to 
Ceres Birkhead (address on page 2). 
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Executive Conunittee n Minutes 
January 9,1990 

Present: Martha Brogan (chair), John Cullars, 
John Dillon, Tom Kilton, Jeffry Larson, 
Danielle Mihram, Eva Sartori 

Visitors: Alain Baudry, Alix-Marie Baudry, Jim 
Campbell , DianaChlebek, Charlie Fineman, 
Elaine Franco, John Kaiser, Stephen Leh· 
mann, Craig Likness, Bill Monroe, Chuck 
Spornick 

Brogan called lhe meeting to order at 2:00 
P.M. Prior to beginning committee business, 
visitors addressed lhe group. Elaine Franco from 
the University of Nebraska represented the 
Advisory Committee to the MLA Bibliography, 
which is making recommendations for changes 
or additions to MLA publications. Advice f rom 
WESS was sought concerning the expansion of 
the "Reviews of Research" Series beyond Eng
lish li terature and for the MU Directory of 
Scholarly Publishers. Franco also stated that 
bibliographers for the MLA Bibliography will be 
given guidelines and recruited lhrough new 
channds in addition to the MLA Nf!WSimu. 
There is interest in expanding MLA coverage to 
include foreign language pedagogy and English 
as a second language. 

Alain and Alix-Marie Baudry of Aux Ama
teurs de livres represented the Premiere Con
vention Euro¢enne des Bibliotheques et de la 
Communication, which will be held in Paris, 
November 20-22, 1990. M. Baudry ell:plaincd 
the goals and projected program in French; the 
possibili ty of official WESS participation was 
discussed afterwards. It was decided that, while 
some WESS members would most likely attend 
and report back to the section, official WESS 
participation will not be pursued. WESS mem
bers might take part in a round table discussion, 
and the section endorses participation by its 
members .. 
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The matter of ALA's refusal to fund the 1990 
WESS program was discussed. Mihram read a 
draft of a letter that she as member- at-large had 
prepared for Cathleen Bourdon , mentioning the 
size of the section, its successful Florence 
conference, thai was acknowledged by Segal at 
the latest ACRL Board Meeting, and our need to 
bring in OOOlSional non-librarian speakers. Since 
ALA forbids approaching vendors for such 
funding, seeking outside support is 
problematical. Cullars reported on Hannelore 
Rader's presentation to the ACRL Board con· 
cerning reinstating the International Relations 
Office: no conclusion was reached, and the 
matter was postponed to the next meeting of the 
Boa<d. 

Committee and discussion group reports fol· 
lowed. Lehmann reported for the Newsletter 
Subcommittee of the Publications Committee. 
Lehmann and Kilton commended Larson for his 
work on the Fall 1989 Newsletter, the first under 
his editorial guidance. Options for the length of 
the editor's teon of scl'\lice and the mechanism 
for determining and training new editors were 
presented to the committee. Voting will be by 
mail prior to the June 1990 ALA conference. 

Ki lton reported for Birkhead on the Directory 
Subcommittee. Questionnaires have been 
returned by nearly 200 WESS members, and the 
directory should be avai lable in both printed and 
di~ versions by Match. Its availability will be 
publicized in the newsletter and in C&'RL News. 
The subcommittee had recommended a single 
price of $5 for ACRL members and $7 for 
others, but it was the consensus of the executive 
committee that those prices were 100 high. The 
prices set by the Executive Committee were $3 
for members and $5 for non-members of ACRL. 
Jim Romer and John Kaiser were commended 
for their work in inputting and handling the 
distribution of the directories. 

Kilton reported for the Publications Commit
tee. He noled that the 4th WESS Occasional 
Papers, the conference programs from 1987-89, 
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are almost ready for publication. Parrine is 
writing an introduction to !he volume. Brogan 
reported that the WESS officers manual needs to 
be completed by May, and that she had circu
lated an outline to committee chairs. Cullars, 
Kaiser, Shreeves, and Spomick volunteered to 
assist Brogan in preparing these guidelines. 
Kilton reported that the vendor article on which 
he and Sewell are collaborating has been delayed 
and that he is awaiting data from Sewell. Leh
mann has been appointed the WESS liaison from 
!he ACRL Publications Committee. The Flo
rence Conference volume is due from Haworth 
this year. 

Campbell reported for the Germanists Dis
cussion Group. The meeting was well-attended. 
Saur is to film all the titles of Taschen 
Goettiche. Barbara Bernhardt of the San Fran
cisco Goethe Institute has asked the chair of 
WESS to write officially to the central admi
nistration of the Goethe Institutes to recommend 
that !hey add their cataloging 10 OCLC. Brogan 
will do so. The discussion group will hold its 
June meeting at the local Goethe Institute. 

Larson reported that Research and Planning 
had split into two groups, the research group, 
whose main topic was WESS liaisons to outside 
organizations, headed by himself, and the plan
ning group, whose main topic was the section 
review, headed by Kaiser. It was agreed that the 
setting up of liaisons should follow the example 
set by RBMS. The proposaJ 10 ACRL should 
have language stressing the nature of such 
liaisons as informal links with no claims for 
ACRL funding. Research and Planning or the 
WESS chair-elect would nominate these liaisons. 
Larson reported that the committee supported the 
recommendation that Continuing Education 
become a standing committee, reponing to the 
Executive Committee rather than to Research 
and Planning. Dillon reported for the Nijhoff 
Award Committee that there were II applica
tions and a recipient had been named, who had 
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not been notified and will be announced in the 
MaylJune C&'RL New$. 

Kilton reported on !he June 1990 RBMS pre
conference in Minneapolis: there will be 12 
seminars with 7 speakers thus far engaged. Chic
bek and Continuing Education are working on a 
WESS program on !he problems in acquiring 
collections from European donors with Mariann 
Tiblin scheduled to speak on the acquisition of 
a Swedish collection. One, and preferably two, 
additional speakers must be found ifWESS is to 
present this program. Names have been sug
gested, and WESS members are contacting 
them. Registration is $125. 

Since it had been discussed at the previous 
executive committee meeting, the 1990 confe
rence planning committee was passed over here. 
Sartod, representing Bob Mareck, reported that 
for the 1991 Atlanta conference program the fol
lowing topics had been discussed: the conse
quences of European unification in 1992 for the 
field, and the training of collection development 
librarians. The 1992 topic fits with the Slavic 
Section's program on political change. If pur
sued, WESS might seek a cosponsorship with 
Law and Political Science and/or with the Inter
national Relations Round Table. 

Monroe reported for the Classical, Medieval, 
and Renaissance Discussion Group; the 20 parti
cipants discussed electronic databases as well as 
an initiative to gel the RLG update on new edi
tions and translations onto RLIN. 

Likness reported for the College and 
Medium-Sized Libraries Discussion Group, 
which is preparing lists of recommended forei gn 
secondary publications in 6 areas: classics; art 
history; early modem history; history from 1789 
to the present; the social sciences; and the 
history of ideas. Committee members recom
mended having the lists cdtiqued by other 
WESS members with expenise in each area, and 
that a careful delineation of selection criteda and 
limitations should appear in the introduction. In 
general, the committee felt that all recommenda-
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tions on the list should be personally examined. 
The list should state explicitly that its contents 
are not official WESS recommendations. It was 
suggested that the reactions of the membership 
to the dissemination of these unannotaled lists be 
sought through the newsletter. 

Chlebek reported for Continuing Education, 
discussing Ihe committee's possible role in the 
RBMS preconference and its petition to become 
a standing committee on an equal footing with 
other WESS standing commitlees. She will sub
mit her report by May 1. The Executive Com
mittee will vote on the proposal and, if the vote 
is poSitive, bring the issue to the WESS mem
bership meeting, since the members must vote 
on the constitution of standing committees. * 

Brogan mentioned that the RLG SUbnationai 
program needs volunteers for such countries as 
Switzerland, Belgium, and the Netherlands. She 
adjourned the meeting at 4:26 P.M. 

• In a letler of March 27, 1990, Cathleen Bour
don, Depuly Executive Director of ACRL, 
writes, - I noted that your section bylaws require 
membership approval for the establishment of 
new standing committees. At some point you 
may be interested in revising your bylaws to 
make lhejob easier. I'm enclosing a copy of the 
'Sample Section Bylaws' which has an easier 
method identified.-

Submitted by John Cullars 
February 28, 1990; revised April 17, 1990 

Like to see your IItlnte in prinll Then send 
your Personal and/or Inst itutional News 10 
Ceres Birkhead (address on page 2). 
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WE'SS Involvement in RBMS Preconference 

WESS members have assisted in planning and 
contributed to the RBMS-sponsored preconfe
rence, "The Next Decade: Issues, Strategies, 
and Opportunities for Special Collections in the 
19905," to be held June 19-22, 1990, at the 
University of Minnesota-MinneapoliS/SI. Paul. 
The invitational brochure, which was mailed 10 
WESS members, indicates the meeting will be 
"an opportunity to review the past and speculate 
on the future of special collections and rare book 
librarianship. Both philosophical and practical 
concerns will be addressed by seven outstanding 
speakers and a series of seminars. " 

The fee is $ 125 for ACRL members and 
$175 for nonmembers. Although registrations 
should have been received in the ACRL offices 
no later than May 15, late registration will be 
accepted on a space-available basis after May 15 
at an additional COSI of $25 per person. For 
questions call ACRL at 1-800-545-2433 . 

One of the parts of the preconference 
program is has been organized by the WESS 
Continuing Education Committee. The session 
is entitled "Building special collections in 
western European materials" and will be held 
Wednesday, June 20, 1990 from 11:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., al the University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis. The participants are: John Jenson , 
Curator of Special Collections and Rare Books 
at the University of Minnesota's Wilson Library; 
Gretchen Lagana, Special Collections Librarian 
and Curator of Jane Addams-Hull House at the 
University of lIl inoiS/Chicago Library; and 
Mariann Tiblin, Scandinavian Studies Bibliogra
pher at the University of Minnesota's Wilson 
Library. The seminar will address various 
aspects of acquiring western European materials 
and integrating them into special collections. 

For more information call Diana Chlebek 
(OAkU), Chair of the WESS Continuing 
Education Commillee, 216-375-7224. 
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The First European Library 
and Communications Convention 

As was announced by M. Alain Baudry of 
Aux Amateurs de Livres to the WESS Executive 
Committee at Midwinter, the Cercle des 
Biblioth~ues Europeennes is organizing the 
first European Library and Communications 
Convention, to be held November 20-22, 1990, 
in the Palais des Congr~s in Paris. There will 
be three days of discussions in various fonnats 
on the themes of text digitalization and 
telecommunication, library services evaluation, 
copyright and libraries, acquisitions, art 
collections in libraries, publishing and 
distribution in Eastern Europe, benefactors and 
libraries, reference works and services, regional 
publishing and documentation, continuing 
education, and special collections in support of 
research. Directors and curators from libraries, 
documentation centers, museums and COTJXlrate 
archives, as well as professionals involved in 
acquisitions, cataloging and communications in 
public and commercial institutions will be 
among the 3500 panicipanlS expected. Among 
them wiIl be seen representatives of major 
libraries, museums and art libraries, and 
national, departmental and photographic 
archives. There will be more than 250 exhibitors 
from around the world occupying 5000 square 
meters of floor space. They will include 
publishers of reference, scholarly and university 
titles, new and antiquarian book dealers, book 
exporters and importers, subscription agents, 
paper manufacturers, and fine and industrial 
bookbinders. New methodologies will also be 
on display, including new technologies in 
archives management, data bases, CD-ROMs, 
software, text retrieval, networks, library 
management systems, bibliographic utilities, and 
image processing systems. 

The organizing committee for the 
Convention consists of Michel de Fonscolombe, 
Christian. Baryla, Alain Baudry, Gilles de la 
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Rochefoucauld, and Claude Boisl ~ve, who are 
all active in the library or book trade fields. On 
the advisory committee are Alain Erlande
Brandenbourg, Andrew Brown, Claude Jolly, 
Fran\:ois Reiner, Suzanne Santiago and Pascal 
Sanzo 

The registration deadline for professionals is 
September 30. Inquiries should be addressed to 
the organizer of the Covention, Le Cercle des 
Bibliothb;J,ues Europeennes, I I rue de Lille, 
75007 Paris; telephone: (I) 42 60 38 25 ; Fax: 
(I) 42 96 40 63. 

W£.SS DISCUSSION GROUPS 

Classk:al, Medieval, and Renaissance 
Discussion Group 

Topicofdiscussion: Computerized resources 
for classical, medieval, and Renaissance scholar
ship, from OPAC's to textual databases. Some 
questions to be asked: What resources exist now: 
How useful are they? Who's using them? Are 
there any problems with them: What traditional 
resources would lend themselves tocomputeriza
tion, and how could we effect that change? 
What other needs remain to be filled? While the 
main pUTJXlse of the discussion is simply the 
sharing of knowledge, we might also come up 
with some concrete proposals, which we would 
present to the appropriate agencies for 
implementation. Bill Monroe (NNU) 

Tel: 212-998-2568 
E-mail: monroe@acfl.nyu.edu. 

Book Lists from College & Medium-Sized 
Libraries Discussion Group 

The WESS College & Medium-Sized Libra
ries Discussion Group has prepared selected lists 
of 1988 foreign language books suitable for 
smaller academic libraries. The subjects cov
ered are art history, classical studies, medieval 
and early modem history, history since 1789, 
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social sciences, and the history of ideas. Copies 
of the lists can be obtained from: Craig S. 
Likness, Maddux Library, Trinity University, 
715 Stadium Dr., San Antonio TX 78212 . 

Gennanists Discussion Group 
At our summer meeting we will: 

I. Continue the discussion of events in the DDR 
and their possible effects on American libraries 
and scholarship, with Gail Hueting again 
introducing the topic: 
2. Discuss electronic information on matters 
German (CD-ROMs, floppies, remotedatabases) 
to find out if any of us are using it and if our 
Jibrariesarebuying it; 
3. Discuss BITNET and other electronic mail 
access to Europe; 
4. Give people a chance to say what's new wilh 
them and their libraries; and 
5. Do a little navel gazing and try to find out 
what people would like to do with the group, 
e.g., would we like to have regular reports on 
certain topics. 

The revision of the Germanists' Directory 
has been promised for so long, but it really will 
be ready for ALA. I will distribute copies at 
our meeting and thcn mail out copies to evcry
one else who participated. I can take updates or 
new entries through the first week in June. 
Dick Hacken (UPB) wi ll be chair of the group 
beginning in July and would welcome 
suggestions for topics to be discussed at our 
1991 meetings. James Campbell (VaU) 

Tel.: 804-924-4985; E-mail: jmC@virginia.bitnet 

Forgotten to write your friends and col
leagues? Save time and send your Personal 
and/or Institutional News to Ceres Birkhead 
(address on page 2). 
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Research and Ptannin& Committee 

At its meeting on June 26, the Research and 
Planning Committee will deal with the following 
business: final stages of the triennia! Section 
review (which has been conducted by John Kai
ser), final draft of the proposal to make Conti
nuing Education a permanent committee, and the 
proposal for the appointment of liaisons to other 
groups. We will also discuss any research pro
posals of interest to Committee members and 
visitors. 

Nijhoff 1989 Grant Supports 
Conservation Researt.h 

In July and August of 1989, supported by a 
research grant from Martinus Nijhoff 
International, I visited four European libraries to 
document thei r conservation practices and 
discuss projects for cooperative action between 
U.S. and European libraries in the realm of 
preservation. The libraries visited included the 
Biblioth~ue Nationale in Paris, the Koninklijke 
Bibliotheek in The Hague, the Henog August 
Bibliothek in WolfenbOttel, and the Sllchsische 
Landesbibliothekin Dresden. 

The principal focus of my research was 10 
determine the nature and extent of conservation 
facililiesand practices in each of these libraries, 
and 10 document physical faci lities and proce
dures, particular new or emerging technologies, 
on videotape. The result will be an hour-long 
documentary film which highlights the work 
being done in the microfilming laboratories of 
the Biblioth~que Nationale in Provins, the 
experiments on paper and ink chemistry and the 
dynamics of book ageing at the Koninkl ijke 
Bibliotheek, the extensive program of binding 
restoration al WoifenbOuel, and the remarkable 
new procedure of paper splitting developed in 
Potsdam and currently being practiced in 
Dresden. 
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splitting developed in Potsdam and currently 
being practiced in Dresden. 

In addition to these in-depth looks at 
preservation practices in four important 
European collections, 1 also attempted to oblain 
an insight into the Europeans' view of regional 
and international cooperation in the field of book 
preservation. All of the sites visited conlain 
important regional or national resource 
collections, and thus each one can be identified 
in terms of its mission with a core of unique 
materials of permanent relevance to the 
intellectual history of the areas they represent. 
Surprisingly litlle work has gone into 
coordinating efforts for large-scale conservation 
of rescan;:h collections, implying that the 
potential for considerable duplication of effort 
exists in this area. Administrators at all the 
libraries visited expressed great interest in U.S. 
attempts to pursue large-scale preservation goals, 
and were enthusiastic in their support for more 
cooperation among reseatCh libraries in 
identifying unique collections as well as those of 
general interest. They also expressed the need to 
establish priorities for conservation and to 
encourage the publishing industry 10 take a 
renewed interest in commercial reprints as a 
means of addressing the need for multiplecopies 
of scholarly works in a variety of fields. 

The delailed results of my reseatCh will be 
fonhcoming in a few months and wi ll be offered 
for publication, according to the terms of the 
Nijhoff grant, to an ACRL journal. In addition, 
the documentary film on preservation practices 
and philosophies, which is now in its editorial 
stage, will be made available to interested 
libraries after review by the award committee. 

Anonymous WESS members of the world 
unite! Send your Personal and!or Institutiona l 
News to Ceres Birkhead (address On page 2). 
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Nijhoff Travel Granl ror 1990 Awarded 
to Pamela S. Richards 

The Martinus Nijhoff International West 
European Specialist Study Grant for 1990 has 
been awarded to Pamela S. Richards, Associate 
Professor at the School of Communication , 
Information and Library Studies of Rutgers 
University. Prof. Richards will use the travel 
support to interview surviving principals and 
conduct pertinent archival research in France, 
West Germany, and the United Kingdom as part 
of an ongoing study of how the German and 
Allied governments acquired and distributed 
enemy scientific and technical journals during 
the years 1939-1945. The research will be for 
a book on the subject in which, as described in 
her grant proposa], she will "reconstruct the 
wartime information organizations sct up by the 
various governments" and "show how the 
wartime relations between emergency 
information agencies and the scientific world 
were a formative innuence in revolutiOnizing the 
postwar scientific information establishment,' 
especially in the U.S. John Oilton, Chair of the 
Nijhoff Award Committee, observed that "ProL 
Richards'resea.rch ... isafascinatingand highly 
significant endeavor. The advanced age of the 
persons yet to be interviewed makes this award 
particularly timely. " 

Prof. Richards is the author of fou r books 
and numerous articles and essays in the fields of 
library history and scientific publishing. She 
serves as Advisory Editor of Women in 
American Library History and of the 
Encyclt>pedla of Library HiStory, and on the 
Advisory Editorial Board of Library Quanu l)' 
and of IntemaJiona/ Library ReYiew, on the 
Executive Committee of the Round Table for 
Library History of IFLA, and the International 
Relations Committee of ASIS. [JKL] 
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Collections of Interest 

The Gennan-Americana Collect ion (1974) 
consists of books, pamphlets, documents, jour
nals, and manuscripts pertaining to German
American history, literature, and culture. Mail 
and telephone inquiries and questions regarding 
the Collection are welcome before one comes to 
the Blegen Library to use the Collection. Please 
contact: Don Heinrich Tolzmann, Langsam Li
brary M.L. 33, University of Cincinnati, Cin
cinnati, OH 45221, telephone: 513-475-6459. 
[See entry in -New Publications· Column"] 

The Dada Literary Arthive (1919-), part of 
the Dada Archive and Research Center at the 
University of Iowa, attempts to document the 
printed and other output of the Dadaist move
ment. A project to micofilm Dadaist manuscripts 
and ephemera housed in public and private col
lections scattered through Europe and Nonh 
America has been undertaken. A definitive bib
liography of published materials and guide to 
the Archive are planned. Contact: Timothy 
Shipe, Bibliographer of the Dada Literary 
Archive, University of Iowa Library. 

The Gennan Inlellectual Fmigr~ Collec
tion, in the Special Collections and Archives of 
the University Libraries of the State University 
of New York at Albany contains the archives of 
the American Council for Emigr~s in the Pr0-
fessions and of various figures included in the 
scope indicated by the title. Conctact: Mina 
lacrox, telephone: 518442-3592 . 

The Ubrary of the Juridisch-politischer 
Leseverein, Vienna, is held in the Humanities 
and Social Sciences Library of the University of 
Alberta. It contains 11,650 monographs, 65 
serials, and 1750 pamphlets in central European 
political, economic, philosophical and cultural 
thought from Vienna's chief intellectual club of 
the mid- 19th century. About 50% of the titles 
are cataloged. Contact: J. K. Wikeley, Western 
European Studies Librarian. [IKL] 
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PERSONAL AND INSTITlITIONAL NEWS 
Column Editor, Ceres Birkhead 

Susanne Roberts (Cty) presented a paper on 
"Problems in Bibliographic Selection for Preser
vation in Medieval Studies" at a Colloquium on 
Preservation Issues in Medieval Studies orga
nized by the Medieval Institute at Notre Dame, 
on March 25-26, 1990. The proceedings will be 
published at a latcr date. [JJCL] 

1990 WF.SS Conrerence Program 

The title of the 1990 WESS Conference 
Program is: "Translation: The Craft, Politics, 
and Access" and the speakers are as follows: 
Kenneth J. Northcott, "Translating Bernhard: 
Pleasure and Pain-; Carol Maier, -Reviewing 
Literature in Translation: Time to 'Proceed to 
the Larger Question'-; and Karl Green (from the 
National Translation Center) • Access to Transla
tions." There wi ll be a respondent, Charles 
Fineman . This session, which begins at 8:30 on 
the morning of Monday, June 25 in Lobby 
Room 3 at McCormick Place East, will incor
porate the General Discussion Group Meeting, 
which will be held immediately after the 
speakers' presentations, and will allow for a 
discussion of the issues raised by the panelists 
(why translate? who decides what is translated? 
why? what role do small presses play? what 
information is available about translations? how 
can one obtain documentary access to transla
tions?). The two combined meetings will be 
followed by a WESS Membership Meeting end
ing at 12:30 p.m. [OM] 

Publish or Perish! Send your Personal 
and/or Institutional News to Ceres Birkhead 
(address on page 2). 
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WESS OFFICERS, 1989-1990 

Chair: ••..•..••.••. Martha Brogan 
Social Sciences Bibliographer 

Yale University Library 
P. O. Box 1603A Yale Station 

New Haven, CT 06520 
Telephone: 2034324736 

FAX : 203432-7231 

Secretary: . •• . •. .•• . .. John Cullars 
Bibliographer for the Humanities 

Main Library, Box 8198 
Universi ty of Ill inois at Chicago 

Chicago, lL 60680 
Telephone: 312-996-2730 

Member-at-Large: . •.• Danielle Mihram 
Head, Reference 

Doheny Memorial Library 
University of Southern California 

Los Angeles, CA 90089-0182 
Telephone: 2 13-743-2540 

Past Chair : . . . . . . . . . . .• J ohn Dillon 

Vlce-Chalr/Chair-Elec:t: . • • . Eva Sartori 
Bibliographer for Modem Languages 

2 17N Love Library 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Lincoln, NE 68588-0410 
Telephone: 402-472-6987 (W) 

402475-3967 (H) European Humanities Bibliographer 
Memorial Library, 728 State Street 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, WI 53706 
Telephone: 608-262-0342 (W). 608-231-2034 (H) 


