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A WATCH ON THE RHINE: 
Further Changes for Gennan 

Publishing and Libraries 
-Gail P. Hueting (IU) ----------With the currency union on July 1, 1990 and formal 

political union on October 3, 1990, East and West Ger
many - indeed all of Europe - have entered a new 
phase. The German Democratic Republic voted itself out 
of existence, and five new states have joined the Federal 
Republic of Germany. The statement of these facts, dra
matic as they are, does not begin to express the complex 
events of the past year and the long road toward integra
tion that still lies ahead. This is as true in book publishing 
and libraries as in all other economic and social spheres. 

Having watched the developments attentively, I was 
eager to travel to Germany and chose the Frankfurt Book 
Fair (October 3-8) as the best time to go. It turned out to 
be a good choice - even though Frankfurt was not the 
scene of much celebration on October 3 - in that German 
unification was definitely the major event of the Book 
Fair. Aftexwards I was able to spend a week in Berlin. 
Thus, with the support of the Research Board and the 
Library Research and Publication Committee at the Uni
versity of illinois at Urbana-Cbampaign, I gained personal 
impressions to add to the printed sources I have been 
relying on. 

At the Frankfurt Book Fair most of the publishing 
houses of the former GDR still had a collective stand 
among the foreign publishers - a fact that was much 
commented on in the German press. However, arrange
ments for the Frankfurt Book Fair must be made so far in 
advance and the date of unification was fixed so late that 
only those publishers who were unusually farsighted or 
are already contractually linked to Western publishing 
houses had any possibility of exhibiting with the main
stream of German publishers. 

Booktrade from East to West 
The Zentrum fUr Buchwerbung & Ausstellung in 

Leipzig, which changed its name from Buchexport in 
July, issued an attractive directory of the publishing 
houses in the former GDR, Verlage '90, with the com
ment, "Many GDR publishing houses, be it the 'old estab
lished' ones or the 'new' ones, are in search of their 

WESS 1991 MIDWINTER SCHEDULE* 
(Tentative) 

Saturday, January 12, 1991 
2:00-4:00 PM .••.•.••• Executive Committee (I) 
4:30-5:30 PM Conference Planning - Atl, 1991 
4:30-5:30 PM .... Conference Planning - SF, 1992 

Sunday, January 13, 1991 
9:30-11:00 AM •...••.. College & Medium-sized 

Libraries Discussion 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM ..•...•• 0 •••••• Newsletter 
2:00-4:00 PM •••••....•. Research & Planning 
4:30-5:30 PM •.•••..... Germarusts Piscussion 

Monday, January 14, 1991 
9:30-11:00 AM ..••...••. Classical, Medieval & 

Renaissance Discussion 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM . Romance Languages Discussion 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM ... Nijhoff Award Jury (closed) 
2:00-4:00 PM ••. General Membership & Discussion 

Tuesday, January IS, 1991 
9:30-11:00 AM •..•.........••• Publications 
2:00-4:00 PM •••••..•• Executive Committee (II) 

• Pmdlng cortfll"lMlion from AU. FInoJ limn tmd Iocllllons will be 
available in December,' commluee members may Inquire of chairs for 
utaJls then. 11 Is -the estabUshed policy of AU thar all meetings oj 
[AU] be ucland open to all memben and 10 recognized members of 
the press. with closed meerJngs being only for discussion of molten 
qffecdn, privacy oJ individuals or insdlUdons. • 

programs and functioning structures in order to conquer 
and defend a place under the new market conditions. " Ad
justment to a market economy is a process all the publish
ing houses are going through. However. many brought 
impressive catalogs and new titles to the book fair. 

Most of the eighty established publishing houses are 
still in operation, though with reduced staffs and pro
grams. They had many problems: no capital reserves, 
staffs that are too large, inadequate distribution and mar
keting strategies, and delays in transforming their struc
ture. Many have lost authors to West German publishing 

(Cont'd on page 3 J 
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The WESS Newsletter is issued twice a 
year (Spring and Fall) by the Western 
European Specialists Section of the 
Association of College and Research 
Libraries, a division of the American 
Library Association, and is sent to indi
viduals and institutions whose names 
appear on the Section's membership list. 
The Newsletter welcomes contributions 
from readers in all relevant SUbjects. 
Articles, items of news, and correspon
dence pertaining to the Newsletter 
should be sent to the editor and to the 
appropriate column editor, preferably in 
electronic format. 

Members of the Advisory Committee 
who assist in organizing the Newsletter 
are: Stephen Lehmann, Chair (PU), 
Charles Fineman (lEN), Janice Kraus 
(NjR), Michael Markiw (AzTeS) , 
Charles Spetland (MnU), James Spohrer 
(CU), and Julie Still (ViRU). 

Copies of back issues of this News
letter, including the pUblication issued 
by the Western European Specialists 
discussion group under the title Wmem 
European Language SpecUdists News
letter, may be obtained by writing to the 
headquarters librarian, American 
Library Association, 50 East Huron 
Street, Chicago, IL 60611-2795. There 
is a fee for each page photocopied. 
Neither the editor nor the headquarters 
librarian can supply copies of the origi
nal issues. 

Publication and distribution of this issue 
of the WESS Newsletter have been made 
possible by much appreciated support 
from the Association of College and 
Research Libraries (Barbara J. Ford, 
President). The editor wishes to 
acknowledge the technical and material 
assistance of the Yale University 
Library and especially of its Systems 
Office. 

• American Library Association, 1990 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 

Editor: ............................... Jeffry Urson 
Bibliographer, Romance Languages & Literatures 

Yale University Library, P. O. Box 1603A Yale Station 
New Haven, CT 06520-7429 

Telephone: 203-432-1760; E-mail: jlarson@yalevm.bitnet 

Assistant Editor & Q+ A Compiler: . . . . . . . . . . . .. John Cullars 
Bibliographer for the Humanities 

Main Library, Box 8198, University of Illinois at Chicago 
Chicago, IL 60680 

Telephone: 312-996-2730; E-mail: U50094@uicvm.bitnet 

Columns 
Personal & Institutional News: •.......•.... James H. Spohrer 

390 Main Library, University of California 
Berkeley, CA 94720 

Telephone: 415-642-0956; E-mail: jspobrer@library.berkeley.edu 

Europe in Bits and Bytes: ..••....•.•.......... Julie Still 
Reference Dept. t Boatwright Library t University of Richmond 

Richmond, VA 23173 
Telephone: 804-289-8853; E-mail: sti11@Urvax.bitnet 

New Publications of Note: ......•.....•.. Charles G. Spetland 
180 Wilson Library, University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Telephone: 612-624-9574; E-mail: c-spet@uminn1.bitnet 

Q+A 
Column Editor: John Cullars 

(please supply answers and proposed questions to address above) 

Answers from Zenos F. Booker, Room 315 t NYPL: 
Q-14: Bullock-Davies, Constance. Menestrellorum multitudoo" Minstrels at 

a royal/east. Cardiff: Univ. of Wales Presst 1978. SOURCE: RLIN 
Q-15: Straeten, Edmund vander, 1826-1895. Les menestrels aux pays-bas 

du 13e au 18e siecle. Geneve: Minkoff Reprint, 1972 (Reprint of 
Brussels 1 st ed., 1878). SOURCE: RLIN 

Q-16: Menestrier, Claude-Francois. L 'art des emblemes, par Ie P. 
C.-Francois Menestrier. Lyon: B. Coral, 1662. SOURCE: Catalog of 
NYPL and verified in Catalogue General des livres imprimes de la 
Bibliotheque Nationale. Paris: Imprimerie Nationale, 1932. 

New question: 
Q-17: A reader is looking for material on cultures (especially the cuisine 

thereot) that are or have been astride national boundaries, e. g., 
Alsace-Lorraine, Catalonia, Macedonia. What files and subject headings 
can be used and what citations can be derived? 
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(Cont'dfrom page 1) 
houses. The established East German publishing houses 
have unsold stocks of books for almost the first time, 
since West German books are now in demand and predo
minate in the bookstores (I found only books from 
Aufbau-Verlag, Reclam, and Volk und Welt in several 
East Berlin bookstores). One guess, expressed privately, 
was that no more than twenty of the eighty publishing 
houses would survive in the long run. All the publishing 
houses formerly owned by the Socialist Unity Party and 
other organizations have been changed to limited liability 
companies (GmbH). Some also changed their names in the 
process; the Staatsverlag der DDR is now Haufe Berlin, 
and Tribiine Verlag has become Treptower Verlagshaus. 
Some,-like R~l~woIkingout agreements with their 
former owners in the West. Insel Verlag and C. F. Peters, 
the music publisher, have announed their intention to 
work in both Frankfurt am Main and Leipzig. Others too 
feel that they will need to work with West German pub
lishing houses - and not only for distribution - in order 
to continue; one that is actively negotiating for such an 
arrangement is Morgenbuch Verlag, formerly Buchver
lag Der Morgen. 

The new private publishing houses, only barely get
ting started, are long on enthusiasm, energy, and expe
rience with books but short on resources. They will pro
bably prove to be more flexible in the market economy. 
The Borsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels in Frank
furt am Main, through its DDR-Referat (renamed Referat 
neue Bundeslinder in October), maintains an address list, 
which had at least 128 names at the end of September. 
Not all have had such instant success as Forum Verlag, 
which sold all of the first printing of Wir sind das Volk on 
the streets of Leipzig (it was distributed in the West by C. 
Bertelsmann). Many of the new publishers are optimistic 
about their work in the new climate, but it will take a 
year or two for them to have an impact. The Frankfurt 
Borsenverein has a role in advising the new publishers on 
market economics and practical aspects. Its BlJrsenblatt fir 
den deutschen Buchhandel has been publishing a series of 
articles "Neue Verlage in der DDR" featuring the persona
lities and titles involved in the new publishing houses. 
Most of the new publishers are under age forty; two nota
ble exceptions are Konrad Reich in Rostock and Erich 
Loest (Linden Verlag) in Leipzig. 

Library Cooperation 
Change will not come so fast for libraries, although 

librarians and professional organizations are very much 
aware of conditions that need to be altered. The great 
demand for materials from citizens of the former GDR 
first affected libraries in Berlin and the border areas; since 
last year partnerships between states and libraries and 
identification of preferred lenders for interlibrary loan 
have evened out the burden. The Bundesvereinigung Deu-
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tscher Bibliotheksverbinde helped coordinate cooperative 
projects. The Deutsches Bibliotheksinstitut in West Berlin 
started other projects, such as information gathering, in 
cooperation with the Zentralinstitut fUr das Bibliotheks
wesen in East Berlin. The Deutsches Forschungsgemein
schaft and the West German federal states made money 
available for acquisitions. In an emergency aid program to 
provide materials for university libraries, the Federal 
Ministry for Science and Research allotted 15 million 
DM, and the Volkswagen foundation donated 10 million 
more. Partnerships between libraries are a major vehicle 
for aid and advice to East German libraries. The first 
priorities are to maintain the organization among libraries 
in the former GDR, to keep up and improve materials 
budgets, and to preserve the positions of librarians. Reme
dying problems such as lack of space, poor condition of 
library buildings, deficient stocks of books, lack of equip
ment (including equipment for automation), and qualifica
tions of staff will emerge as long-term concerns to be 
dealt with over the next five years. 

The important parallel institutions in East and West 
have already agreed on their future division of labor. The 
Deutsche Staatsbibliothek (East Berlin) became an admini
strative unit with the Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kultur
besitz (West Berlin) on October 1. Users of one library 
can already get materials from the other. The East Berlin 
site is expected to concentrate on imprints up to 1945 and 
the West Berlin site on newer books. The Deutsche Bib
liothek in Frankfurt am Main and the Deutsche Biicherei 
in Leipzig have also become an administrative whole and 
will maintain collections and public services at both sites. 
The Deutsche Bibliothek will be responsible for the 
national bibliography and for automation; the Deutsche 
Biicherei will be the site of the central preservation and 
restoration workshop and the museum for the history of 
the book. 

Note: 
Gail Hueting bas compiled two bibliographies of titles 

published in Germany about the events of the past year 
and unification. The first, which was available at the Ger
manists Discussion Group in June and published in the 
last WE&V Newsletter, covers titles which were announced 
between December, 1989 and May, 1990; the second 
includes more than eighty titles that were discovered since 
then. To obtain one or both of these lists via electronic 
mail, send a note to her E-mail address, 
ghueting@Uiucvmd.edu.bit. Although electronic mail is 
the preferred vehicle, photocopies can be obtained by 
writing to Gail Hueting (address on back cover). 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS OF NOTE 
Column Editor: Charles G. Spetland 

(Submissions are encouraged and welcomed) 

Miscellaneous 

Bibliografi til Dansk-Nonk Fellestid, 13~1814. Oslo: 
Fondet for dansk-norslc samarbeid, 1988. 266 p. $15.50. 

Comprehensive and detailed classified bibliography of 
articles and books published after 1815 on topics relating 
to the period of the Danish-Norwegian union of 1380-
1814. No indexing. [CGS] 

Danish Immigrant Archival Listing: A Guide to Source 
MaterilJb Related to w Dtmish Immigrant in AtMrica to 
be Found in RepositoriD in tM Unitetl States, Ctmoda, 
0IId Denmork. Compiled by Thorvald Hansen. < Des 
Moines, Iowa>: Grand View College and the Danish 
American Heritage Society, 1988. [500] p. $44.50. 

Over 4,000 items listed and indexed by subjects, 
personal names, and geographical areas, as well as the 
holding repository. [CGS] 

Davidson, Alee. Katalog 6ver Westin.rhllumds1c:riftssamlin
gen i Uppsala universiteubibliotek. Uppsala: Kung!. 
Humanistiska Vetenskapssamfundet, 1989. [Acta West;n
iana, no. 2]. 214 p. ISSN 0284-6381. 

Classified catalog of nearly 2000 manuscripts donated 
by Swedish tannery magnate Jacob Westin, as part of his 
larger library, to the University of Uppsala in 1877. The 
catalog describes a wide variety of documents of historical 
interest ranging from the sciences to law and philosophy, 
commerce and trade, royal decrees and correspondence, 
and church and education. [CGS] 

Direcci6n general del libro y bibliotecas, Biblioteca 
Nacional. Cat4logo colurivo del patrimonio bibUogr6Jico 
espaIfoLo sigID XIX. Madrid: Arco Libros, 1989-. Vol. 1: 
A-AIm, ISBN: 8476350848; vol. 2: AIo-Arb, ISBN: 
8476350456; vol. 3: Arc-Az, ISBN: 8476350864. 

Union catalog of 19th-century Spanish and related 
imprints held in 17 Madrid libraries, by main entry. Five 
indexes are promised: authors, illustrators, publishers and 
printers, titles, and publisher's series ("Introducci6n," 
vol. 1, pp. 13ff.). [lKL] 

Direcci6n general del libro y bibliotecas, Biblioteca 
Nacional. Catdlogo colectivo del patrimonio bibUogr6Jico 
espDIIoLo sigID XVH. Madrid: Area Libras, 1988-. Vol. 1: 
A, ISBN: 8476350430; vol. 2: B-Can. 

[Union list of 17th-century Spanish imprints.] [JKL] 

7he EllTOpeon. London: The European Ltd., 1990-
British publisher Robert Maxwell's new English-
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language weekly began in May. Aimed at the mass market 
with huge headlines and four-color photos on nearly every 
page, ·Europe's first national newspaper" claimed by late 
summer a circulation of 340,000 and a readership of over 
640,000 young, affluent, well-educated and influential 
people. Selling for $.82 an issue (with a North American 
subscription costing $115 a year), it contains major sec
tions on News, Business, Sports, and Culture and Leisure. 

[SFR] 

EaropetmA~. Association of EDC Librarians, 1988; 
Cambridge: Chadwyck-Healey Ltd., 1989- • Bimonthly; 
100+ p. in issue seen «June 1990). ISSN 0264-7362. 
$160.00. . 

New format and pub1isher~ " ... a current awareness 
guide to the policies and activities of the European 
Communities." Contains the following rubrics: Chrono
logy of events in the EC, Commentary, 1992, Education 
and R&D funding news, EC information developments, 
Bibliographic review, Recent references [amounts to more 
than half the issue and includes non-EC sources], Alpha
betical list of subject headings, and List of useful 
addresses. [JKL] 

Gregoire, Bruno. PohiD aujourd'lwi: aspects d'wa pay
sage hlitorial. Paris: Seghers, 1990. 326 pp. 2-232-
10313-7. 98FF. 

·Tout ce qu'll faut savoir lorsqu'on aime la poesie" 
(blurb on back cover). Includes, inter alia, a survey of 78 
publishers, 48 poetry revues, 108 bookstores and 34 libra
ries, a 3-page bibliography, and a 40-page anthology. A 
useful though selective update to Jean-Michel Place & 
Brigitte Ra:x' s, Enquete poes;e aupres de 548 revues 
litteraires, [2nd ed.] ([Paris:] Jean-Michel Place, 1983). 

[JKL] 

Holtennann, Henrik. Danish Foreign Polley: Literature in 
Languoges other tlum Danish, 1979-1986. Copenhagen: 
Danish Institute of International Studies: Association of 
Danish Lawyers and Economists Publishing Department, 
1988. 109 p. 8773183636. $40 

Over 800 entries, mostly in English, arranged by 
broad subject area. Author index. [CGS] 

Kolehmainen, John I. The Finns in America and Finland: 
A Bibliography of the Writings of John 1. Kolehnulinen, 
1936-1987. [3rd revised edition]. New York Mills, MN: 
Parta Printers, 1988. 23 p. 

Bibliography of essays, articles, books, and book 
reviews written by the prolific Kolehmainen, retired 
professor of political science at Heidelberg College 
(Ohio), relating to Finns or the Finnish-American 
experience. [CGS] 
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North, lohn S. 'I'M Waterloo DWctory l!f Scotti.fh News
papen tmd PerlodictJ1.r. 1800-1900. Waterloo, Ont.: 
North Waterloo Academic Press, 1989. 2 vols. 2199 p. 
0921075057 (~). $800 

The Scottish portion of the Waterloo Direaory series 
covering 19th-century newspapers and periodicals pub
lished in England, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales; based 
on the holdings of British libraries. [CGS] 

Thomson, Ian. 1M Docummtatioll of the Europ«m Com-
1IIIIIIitiD: A GIIiJU. London, New York: Mansell: 1989. 
382 p. 0-7201-2022-5. $63.00. 

From blurb on back cover: " .•. describes the current 
range of printed information which is publicly available 
from the BC .•.. Continuing ... John Jeffries ... Guide to the 
Official Publications of the European Communities ... 
Thomson is European Community Officer at the European 
Documentation Centre, University of Wales, College of 
Cardiff, and ... editor of European Access. II Contains 
chapters on European Community legislation, the Euro
pean Commission, the Council of Ministers, the European 
Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee, the 
Court of Justice, the Court of Auditors, and other EC 
organizations, with appendices on EC series/periodi
cals/reports, online services, Information OfficeslExternal 
Delegations and Sales Offices, non-EC information 
sources, and Euro Info CentreslEC Depository Libraries, 
and, finally, an index of names of organizations, titles of 
publications, and subjects. [IKL] 

El Uroga1lo: Revi.rta Uterarit.J y cultural. Publisher: 
Ediciones Prensa de la Ciudad, Carretas, 12, SO, 5. 28012 
Madrid. ISSN 0049-5719. Annual subscription for Spain: 
4800 pesetas; America: 6700 pesetas. Between 82 and 
128 p. in issues seen. 

Incorrectly listed by Ulrich's CD-ROM as "ceased" 
and omitted from the 1989-1990 hard copy of Ulrich's 
and the 1990 Ebsco .Serials Directory, this monthly 
literary review has since May 1986 been in its "2a. 
~poca." Major articles on modem international authors 
by recognized Spanish writers, single-page articles on 
" Autores del IDeS, " capsule reviews of "Libros del mes, " 
and brief notices on current literary affairs. The October 
1989 issue had extensive selections titled "Autores del 
ano" [all Hispanic] and "Los libros del ano" as well as 
summary reviews of the literary year in Catalan, GaIlegan 
and Basque. A very useful selection tool. [JKL] 

Who'8 Who in Europ«m Jntqratioll StIItlia. Published by 
the European Community Studies Association-Europe. lst 
ed. Baden-Baden: Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 1989. 

A directory of university faculty members in the field 
of European integration, indicating curricular and research 
interests. Another edition is planned for 1991. [MLB] 
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Material submitted by Martha Brogan [MLB], Jeffry Lar
son [IKL1, Susanne Roberts [SFR] and Charles Spetland 
[CGS]. 

Recent German-Language Reference Works 
[Works not examined are indicated by a translation of the 
title in brackets in lieu of an annotation.] 

Austeda. Franz. La:lkon der Pldlo8ophJe. 6th ed. Wien: 
Hollinke, 1989. x, 409 p. 3-85119-231-1. 520 OSch. 

Illustrated dictionary of philosophers and philosophi
cal terms and concepts. 

Bellinger, Gerhard 1. KniDIn LaikoIl tier Mythologie: 
3100 StichwiJrter VI dell MytheII tZ11er V"lAzr YOft dell 
Alr/lbtgm bU VII" Gegt!lfWll1't. Miinchen: Droemer Knaur, 
1989. 552 p. 3-42626-276-9. 54DM. 

[Mythological dictionary.] 

BibUograplak lJIIfI~. Ed. by Herbert A. 
Strauss. Miinchen, New York: Saur, 1989. 4 vols. 3-
59810-868-0. 980DM. 

The holdings of the library of the Center for the 
Study of Anti-semitism at the Technical University of 
Berlin. The index volume is still to appear. 

Bocian, Martin. LtaikoIJ der biblUcIJt!II PenOlfDl. Stutt
gart: KrOner, 1989. 510 p. (KrOners Taschenausgabe; 
460). 3-52046-001-7. 38DM. 

[Dictionary of Biblical Characters.] 

Boning, Holger. VolhlllljlliJnlllg; biobibliogrcrphischa 
Hll1IIlbuch%lll'Pop~g~dlalJenUn.rim 
tkmdlDt SpradIrt.uIna W111 dell Alr/lbtgm bir 17WJ. Stutt
gart: Frommann-Holzboog, 1990. vol. 1: 3-7728-1214-
7. Complete in 4 vols. 2200DM est. 

A bibliography of publications of the German "pe0-

pie's enlightenment, • which promulgated the values of the 
Enlightenment among the general population. Volume 1 
covers the period from the seventeenth century to 1775. 

De CIuI HQAft!T Verlag. 1928-1988: elM Bibliograplak. 
2. Band, ErgibfDIIIg. 1978-1988. Ed. by Hermann 
Schlandt and Claus-Michael Trapp. MUnchen: Hanser, 
1988. 586 p. 3-44615-312-8. 48DM. 

A bibliography of the pUblications of the Hanser pub
lishing house from 1978 to 1988, supplementing the 
1928-1978 volume (1978). 

Europahandbuch. Ed. Gerhard Hitzler. Koln: C. Hey
mann, 1989. xi, 352 p. 3-45220-875-3. 120DM. 

A directory of European intergovernmental 
organizations as of August 1988. 
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Fisdu!r Lexikon; Gesclaichtl!. Ed by Richard van Oiilmen. 
Frankfurt a.M.: Fischer. 1990. (Fischer-Taschenbuch; 
4563). 3-596-24563-x. 19.80DM 

Twenty-eight essays divided into three broad catego
ries: principles, methods, and disciplines of history; 
concepts in history (nobility. fascism, revolution, etc.); 
historical periods (antiquity, middle ages, etc.). 

Frasch WurdebiJIc.· WiJrterbuch do Mooringer Mundm1. 
Ed. by Bo Sj Olin , et ale Neumiinster: Karl Wachholz, 
1988. xi, 276 p. 3-529-04615-9. 30DM. 

A Friesian-German dictionary (Moorlinger dialect). 

Heidor, Franz. OberschJesiches Literotur-Lexikon; 
Biographisch-Bibliographisches Htmdbuch. Vol. 1: A
H. Berlin: Gebr. Mann, 1990. xiv,184 p. (Schriften der 
Stiftung Haus Ober-Schlesien, Literaturwiss. Reihe. 1.1). 
3-78611-604-0. 29.8DM. Complete in 3 vols. 

[A bio-bibliographic dictionary of the literature of 
Upper Silesia.] 

Heidtmann, Frank and Paul S. Ulrich. WU!finde ichfilm-
und theaterwissensdroftUche LiteratJu. 2d ed. Berlin: 

Spitz, 1988. 428 p. (Orientierungshilfen; Bd. 11) 
(Veroffentlichungen des Instituts fUr Bibliothekerausbild
ung der Freien Universitat Berlin). 3-87061-331-9. 
48DM. 

[A guide to the study of film and theater.] 

Holly, Elmar E. Die Wellbllhne 1918-1933; ein Register 
sllmUcher Autoren und BeitrlJge. Berlin: Colloquium Ver
lag, 1989. 390 p. (Abhandlungen und Materialien rur 
Publizisik; 11). 

An author index to the journal Weltbahne. 

Index deutschsprachiger Zeitschriften 1750-1815. Hildes
heim: Olms, 1989. 28 fiches and guide (680DM). Also 
published in 10 volumes (2980DM subscrip./otherwise 
3840DM). 

An index to 195 German-language journals. Author 
and subject indexes. 

JiJdische SprichwiJrter lI1IIl RetJensll11en. Ed. by I. Bern
stein. Repr. Warsaw, 1908. Wiesbaden: Fourier, 1988. 
734 p. 3-925037-25-x. 39.90DM 

[Jewish proverbs and idioms.] 

Lurker, Manfred. Lexikon do GiJtter und DiJmonen: 
Namen. Fun1ctionen. Symbole. Attribute. 2d ed. Stuttgart: 
Kroner, 1989. xi, 604 p. (Kroners Taschenausgabe; 
463). 3-52046-302-4. 360M. 

[Dictionary of gods and demons.] 

Parlomentsrecht IIIIIl Par1omentspraxi.r in do Bundesre
pubUl Deutsch1ond: eiIJ Handbuch. Ed. by Hans-Peter 
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Schneider and Wolfgang Zeh. Berlin, New York: de 
Gruyter, 1989. xviii, 1924 p. 3-11011-077-6. 

A thorough and detailed guide to German parliamen
tary law and practice. 

RechtswiJrterbuch. Ed. by L. Meyer-Gossner. 10th ed. 
MOOchen: Beck, 1990. xv, 1428 p. 3-40633-964-6. 
72DM. 

A comprehensive legal dictionary. 

Rinsum, Annemarie van. Lexikon liJerarischer Gest~· 
deutschspraddge liIeratur. Stuttgart: Kroner, 1988. lx, 
531 p. (Kroners Taschenausgabe; 420). 3-52042-001-5. 
340M. 

Dictionary of literary characters in German fiction 
from the middle ages to the near-present (Bachmann, 
Bernhard, Grass). 

Stiftungshandbuch. Ed. by Ute Berkel, et ale 3rd ed. 
Baden-Baden: Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 1989. 522 p. 
3-78901-897-x. 

Lists and describes some 450 West German founda
tions. 

Umwekentren in tier Bundesrepublik. •. Ed. by H. Diek
mann. Hiddenhausen: Arbeitsgemeinschaft Natur- und 
Umwelterziehung, 1989. 160 p. (Schriftenreihe der 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Natur und Umwelterziehung; 1). 3-
88024-038-8. 

A directory of West German environmental centers. 

Walk, Joseph. Kwzbiographien VIr Geschichte do Juden. 
1918-1945. Miinchen: Saur, 1988. vxiii, 452 p. 3-598-
10477-4. 240DM. 

Extensive listing of prominent German Jews. Brief 
entries. 

WiJrterbuchjlJr Recht. Wirtschoft und Politick •• Part 1: 
Englisch-Deutsch. Ed. by Clara-Erika Dietl, Egon 
Lorenz. Miinchen: Beck, 1990. 5th ed. lxiv, 937 p. 3-
40634-166-7. 295DM. 

[English-German dictionary of law, economics, and 
political science.] 

WiJrterbikJJer; ein intemationales Handbuch VII' Lexiko
graphie. Berlin, New York: de Gruyter, 1989-. vol. 1: 
1056 p. (Handbiicher zur Sprach- und Kommunikations
wissenschaft; vol. 5.1). 3-11009-585-8. 640DM. 

An immense tri-lingual (German, French, English) 
encyclopedia of lexicography. Article-length entries. 

Material submitted by Stephen Lehmann. 
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EUROPE IN BITS AND BYTFS 
Contributions on electronic resources and services are 
invited to be addressed to the column editor, Julie Still 

(address on page 2) 

This issue's column is devoted to electronic mail and 
discussion groups. Discussion groups, sometimes known 
as lists, are a means of communicating with people who 
share common interests. One person posts a question or a 
comment and others who read the list reply, offer sugges
tions, comments, rebuttals or simply read what others 
post. Participation is not required and novices often 
observe until they feel comfortable enough to post a mes
sage. Comments can be sent to individuals instead of the 
list. If someone mentions an interest that does not exactly 
fit in with the focus of the group you can send a message 
to their personal address instead of the list address. The 
complete list of discussion groups in existence is over 200 
pages long and growing daily. A selection of lists that 
may interest WESS members and lists devoted to libraries 
is given below. 

Library Lists 
There are several lists devoted to library subjects; their 
names and addresses are as follows: 
arlis-l@ukcc 
atlas-l@tcubvm 
bi-l@bingvmb 
brs-l@USCvm 
buslib-l@idbsu 
cwis-l@WUVmd 
ellasbib@gream 
govdoc-I@psuvm 
innopac@maine 
libpln-I@qucdn 
libref-I@kentvm 
mla-l@iubvm 
notrbcat@indycms 
pacs-l@uhupvml 
prices-l@uncvxl 
serialst@uvmvm 
spilib-l@SUvm 

Art Libraries 
Data Research ATLAS Users 

Bibliographic Instruction 
BRS/Search Users 

Business Librarians 
Campus-Wide Information Systems 

Library Automation in Greece 
Government Documents 

Innovative Interfaces Users 
Library Planning 

Library Reference 
Music Library Association 

Rare Book Catalogers 
Public-Access Computer Systems 

Serials Pricing Issues 
Serials Users 

SPIRES Users 

Other Relevant Lists 
There are a number of other lists that may be of inte

rest to WESS members. A few of the general lists are 
given below. Humanist covers a variety of topics and is 
scholarly in nature and international in scope. The read
ership and contents of History and Humanist tend to over
lap. History is also scholarly and topics vary from the 
Vietnam War to medieval mousetraps: 

clS-I@psuvm 
history@finhutc 
humanist@brownvm 

18th Century Interdisciplinary 
History 

Computing in the Humanities 
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Literature 
British Humanities List 

Records of Early English Drama 
Shakespeare 

As previously mentioned there are many more lists, 
some as specific as Morris Dancing, others as broad as 
Anthropology. Although it is possible to request a com
plete list of lists you may wish to contact academic com
puting on your campus to see if someone else has a copy 
available. Unless you have a considerable amount of free 
file space you will not be able to accommodate its size. 

How to Subscribe to a List 
You will first need an electronic mail account, prefer

ably on bitnet or internet. To subscribe to a specific list 
use the following command: 

telllistserv@node sub listname your name 
For example to subscribe to history, 

tell listserv@finhutc sub history julie still 
You will then either receive further instructions from the 
list ·owner· or begin receiving mail directly. Some uni
versities have institutional subscriptions to popular lists. 
Ask at academic computing to see what is available via an 
institutional subscription. [JS] 

British Library Contacts Available Through Internet 
A list of British libraries on internet is available. This 

list provides the names and E-mail addresses of the 
library, the na.mes and E-mail addresses of individuals at 
that library, information on whether or not the library will 
accept ILL requests via E-mail, and often, a fax number. 
The list is divided into university libraries, polytechnic 
and Scottish central institute libraries, research institute 
libraries (some of which are on the European continent, 
including CERN), national libraries, library organizations, 
research, and library schools, networking and other 
contacts. For more information contact the University of 
Sussex Ubrary (libraryOcluster.sussex.ac.uk) [JS] 

Oxford/Oklahoma Seminar 

Every 8UDlDleI' the University of Oklahoma offers a 
two-week seminar for American librarians in conjunction 
with the Bodleian Library, which provides an introduction 
to British libraries and librarianship. Participants visit a 
variety of public, academic and special libraries (in addi
tion to the Bodleian) and meet British librarians. Grants 
are sometimes available from sponsoring institutions to 
assist in defraying costs of the program.. For more infor
mation, contact the Oxford/Oklahoma Seminar, University 
of Oklahoma, telephone 405-325-1061. [JS] 
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INSTITUTIONAL NEWS 
-James H. Spohrer 

As an antidote to the staid, hidebound East Coast elit
ist editorial policy of the Nl!W8letter in general, this 
column will attempt to present WESS members with insti
tutional news in an enlightened, unconventional and light
hearted vein. Some of it may actually be true, but that is 
not a sine quae [sic, -Elitist Ed.] non for inclusion. All 
of it should be interesting, however, and so all the fasci
nating people in WESS are hereby entreated to send the 
newsworthiest nuggets relative to their professional and 
institutionaIAlltagsleben to the Institutional News Column 
Editor (address on page 2), who promises utter discretion 
and widest distribution. Scruples aside, there was not 
much that could be done with this edition's batch of news 
items; some cruel fate has reduced them to the interest 
level of the Astronomical Ephemeris. But borrowing some 
techniques observed while waiting in the supermarket 
checkout line, and refined by numerous WESS colleagues 
who will remain nameless, the following dispatches have 
been pieced together (mostly out of whole cloth). As they 
say in Berkeley, "Fiat lux. " 

J 'ACCUSE: Texas Tech University reports that it has 
acquired a microfilm copy of the manuscripts of Zola's 
novels from the Bibliotheque Nationale - which is in 
Paris (France) - and is planning to set up a center for 
Zola studies where scholars needing to consult the manu
scripts can be accommodated. Information on the exis
tence or planned creation of similar collections is wel
come; please address inquiries and information to Prof. 
Wendell McClendon, Dept. of Classical and Romance 
Languages, Texas Tech University, Box 4649, Lubbock, 
Texas 7904-2071. Now if they were setting up the center 
in Paris, my ardor for Zola would be kindled anew. 

YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS: James Campbell con
tributed an essay on "Publishing and Bookselling in 
Western Europe" to Understanding Library Acquisitions, 
edited by Karen A. Schmidt and published by ALA in 
1990. Jim has been uncommonly productive recently; he 
also did the chapter on Austria in the Guide to Official 
Publications of Foreign Countries (Bethesda: Congres
sional Information Service, 1990). The Guide, sponsored 
by GODORT, provides annotated descriptions of key gov
ernment publications. Like the ones which tell how to 
stretch your wine cellar with a little antifreeze? 

ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS: Ray Boylan reports 
that in the last six months the Center for Research 
Libraries has entered subscriptions for the following 
newspapers: from Austria, Die Presse; from Belgium, 
Her Laatste Niews (my suggestion as new title for the 
WESS Newsletter); from France, L 'Est Republicain, Le 
Provenral, Le Sud-Ouest, L'Humanite and Le Progres 
(-en arriere: as the Lyonnais say); from Germany, Die 
Tageszeitung; from Italy, L 'Unitd and II Mattino; from 
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Malta, The TImes; from Norway, Arbeiderbladet; from 
Switzerland, Le Journal de Geneve; from the United 
Kingdom, Belfast Telegraph, The Scotsman, The Yorkshire 
Post, The Western Mail and the London Independent. 
CRL has also acquired backfiles of the Journal de Geneve, 
The Belfast Telegraph, The Scotsman and the Independent. 
The Center now has subscriptions to 49 Western European 
newspapers and in the fiscal year will focus on expanding 
coverage of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. CRL 
is also ordering the following microform sets which 
should be of interest to Europeanists: the Cotton Collec
tion of the British Library, parts 5-7; the IDC pUblication 
Catholic Reformation; the Coventry Papers (17th century) 
at Longleat House; the Seymour Family Correspondence 
and Other Papers (16th and 17th centuries) at Longleat 
House; and the Thynne Papers at Longleat House. What, 
no Pumpkin Papers at Longleat House? 

BOOLA BOOLA: the Yale University Library is 
completing the Plato Microfilm Project. under the direc
tion of Profs. (ex meritus) Robert Brumbaugh and Rulon 
Wells. The goal is to collect microfilm copies of the pre
modern manuscripts of Plato's work'. Brumbaugh and 
Wells assembled the bulk of the microfilmed manuscripts 
in the 1950s and 1960s, and published their catalog of the 
collection at Yale UP in three parts in 1962 and 1974. 
Having identified a score or so of additional Plato manu
scripts in the intervening years, they have requested that 
the Yale Library acquire microfilm copies of these, many 
of which are fragments. They will publish a supplement 
to their catalog at the conclusion of the Project. Now if 
they could just get by Harvard in The Game .•. 

I OIOV ANOTTI DEL WEST: both UCLA and Stan
ford have recently hired new Germanic librarians. At 
Stanford, following Peter Frank's retirement this summer, 
Henry Lowood was named Curator of the German Collec
tions. In Westwood Michael P. Olson takes over as Ger
manic Studies Bibliographer at his old alma mater. Ha'le 
they been informed of the ancient custom of newcomers 
buying lunch for the editorial staff of the Newslettet'! 

LASCIATE MI MORIRE: Here in Berkeley. times 
are hard. The Library has just completed a 12 % across
the-board cut in serial subscriptions, in anticipation of a 
steady-state book budget and significant increases in serial 
prices. As a consequence of the Legislature'S tardiness in 
approving a budget this past summer, the campus has not 
yet received its budget for fiscal 1991 (begun in July 
1990). Our cup runneth under. 

Editor's Note 

In our previous issue. the name of the author oflhe article "Nijhoff 
1989 Grant Supports Conservation Research- was omitted due to an 
editing error. The author - and recipient of the 1989 Martinu8 Nijhoff 
International Welt European Specialist Study Grant - was James 
Spohrer. Gennan Collections Librarian at the University of California, 
Berkeley. The editor regrets the omission. 
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WESS DISCUSSION GROUPS - January 1991 

WESS General Discussion Group 
Is bibliographic control an important concern for 

Western European materials? How does it relate to 
national resource sharing, which many WESS members 
consider an important goal? How has it fared in these 
times of library retrenchment? Catalogers and non
catalogers alike within WESS have something to say on 
this topic, so that it offers a good starting point for our 
discussion. -Gail Hueting (address on back cover) 

Classical, Medieval & Renaissance Discussion Group 
At this Midwinter, the Classical, Medieval and 

Renaissance Discussion Group will feature a presentation 
by Paul Saenger, the Newberry library's Collection 
Development Librarian. His presentation will focus on 
the collections and programs of the Newberry. Following 
will be a general discussion on the work of the Newberry 
and centers like it, and their role in Medieval, Renais
sance and Classical studies. 

-Chuck Spomick, Robert W. Woodruff Library 
Emory University, Atlanta, GA 30322 

Telephone: 404-727-6881; E-mail: libcs@emuvml.bitnet 

College & Medium-Sized Libraries Discussion Group 
The College and Medium-Sized Libraries Discussion 

Group will return to its project of identifying significant 
titles in the fields of history, the social sciences, art 
history and the classics published in European languages, 
especially in German, French and Italian. Lists for 1989 
will be presented, and criteria for inclusion will be 
reviewed. Tools for the identification of relevant titles 
also will be discussed. 

-Thomas Izbicki, Milton Eisenhower Library 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD 21218 

Gennanists Discussion Group 
At our summer meeting we continued the discussion 

of events in the DDR and their effects on German pub
lishing and on our collecting. Information was given an 
electronic bulletin board that has been discussing the 
political and social changes. To get this information (or 
the newly updated directory of German specialists in 
North American libraries), contact Jim Campbell (ViU). 
Another discussion item was on German newspapers and 
their indexing. 

Heidi Hutchinson and Tom Kilton have agreed to be 
election fodder for Secretary /Chair Elect of the Discussion 
group. After a close campaign, Kilton has been elected 
secretary/chair elect, effective 1991. 

At Midwinter, we will still have the new realities of 
German libraries and publishing as a dominant topic. We 
also hope to discuss electronic information on matters 
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German (software, hardware, E-mail, vaporware). We'd 
like to hear what is happening with you in your libraries. 
In addition, further agenda items or questions are wel
come at the following address: 

-Richard Hacken, Germanic Studies Bibliographer 
Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University 

Provo, Utah 84602, Telephone: 801-378-2374 

Romance Languages Discussion Group 
The first meeting of the newly formed Romance Lan

guages Discussion group at Midwinter will offer an 
opportunity to determine the exact languages and issues 
people are interested in discussing; whether we should 
meet at both semi-annual meetings or only at one; and the 
election of a secretary/chair-elect. 

-John Cullars (address on page 2) 

Scandinavian Discussion Group 
The first annual WESS discussion group for librarians 

with interest in Scandinavian materials, collection deve
lopment, and related services will meet at the 1991 
Annual ALA Conference in Atlanta. The scheduled one
hour session may include one or more of the following 
topics: sharing of collection policies and ideas about selec
tion tools, the future of Scandinavian collections at small 
liberal arts colleges, online resources in Scandinavia, dis
cussion of the Oslo Seminar for North American Libra
rians (see p. 14 below). For more information, contact: 

-Charles G. Spetland (address on page 2) 

WESS Research & Planning Committee 

At its upcoming Midwinter meeting, the WESS 
Research & Planning Committee will receive a report 
from Eva Sartori and Daniel Uchitelle on the MLAI ACRL 
Bibliography Committee announced on page 15 below. 
Final wrap-up on the Section Review and national 
resource sharing of West European materials will also be 
addressed. Interested WESS members are encouraged to 
bring topics for the Research and Planning agenda. 

-Jeffry Larson, R&P Chair (address on page 2) 

Minutes for Chicago ALA, June 1990 
-John Cullars, WESS Secretary 

This document synthesizes relevant points from the 
WESS Membership meeting of June 25, and the WESS 
Executive Committee meetings of June 23 and 26. 

The new slate of elected officers are John Kaiser, 
Chair-ElectNice-Chair; Diana Chlebek, Secretary; and 
Gail Hueting, Member-at-Large. 

The Executive Committee considered the establish-
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ment of a new standing committee and two new discussion 
groups. Chlebek chaired the Continuing Education Com
mittee of Richard Hacken, Catherine Halls, Stephen Leh
mann, William Monroe, and Eva Sartori. She brought a 
proposal to the Executive Committee that Continuing Edu
cation become a standing committee within WESS. It bad 
prepared a session at the RBMS pre-conference in Min
neapolis in lune 1990 on collecting strategies for West 
European Special Collections; this program was well
received and may lead to additional collaboration between 
WESS and RBMS. Continuing Education had also de
signed and produced the recent WESS brochure, and was 
being considered as the body to oversee the selection of 
WESS liaisons to other ALA groups as well as to non
library professional organizations. While commending the 
committee's excellent work, the Executive Committee 
chose to dissolve Continuing Education and to apportion 
its activities between the already existing standing com
mittees: Publications would take over the production of 
the brochure and Research and Planning would oversee 
the choice of informal liaisons. The committee felt that 
with two new discussion groups, WESS' s scheduling of 
meetings was already cumbersome and that Continuing 
Education's functions would be better absorbed by the 
committee structure already in place. 

Two new discussion groups have been endorsed by 
WESS chair Brogan. Dillon presented the petition for the 
Scandinavian Discussion Group, whose first chair will be 
Charles Spetland. This group will meet only at the sum
mer conferences and is intended for all those with an 
interest in the area, not just specialists. Its meetings will 
be scheduled so as not to conflict with the Germanists 
Discussion Group, whose interests could frequently over
lap with those of the Scandinavian Discussion Group. 
Larson presented the petition for a Romance Languages 
Discussion Group, whose interim chair is Cullars. Brogan 
reminded aU discussion group chairs that they should 
coordinate their activities and particularly their publica
tions with the Publications and the Research and Planning 
committees. 

Cathleen Bourdon, the Deputy Executive Director of 
ACRL, had suggested that WESS might wish to revise its 
bylaws to facilitate the creation of standing committees in 
• more speedy manner. The Executive Committee dis
cussed this matter, but preferred to leave the procedure 
as it stands. Amending the bylaws is a very lengthy pro
cess, and it was felt that the creation of standing commit
tees should be a considered and deliberate process involv
ing the entire WESS membership. 

Nijhoff Award Committee chair Dillon announced 
that Pamela Richards, a faculty member at Rutgers Uni
versity' is the recipient of the Nijhoff Award. [Her report 
appears on page 12 below.] 

Larson reported for Research and Planning, discuss
ing the WESS Section Review prepared by Kaiser and the 
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fact that the Executive Committee has charged Research 
and Planning with the oversight of informal liaisons to 
ALA and non-library professional organizations. Cur
rentlyappointed liaisons include Hueling to the Catalog
ing and Classification Section of ALCTS; lohn Henneman 
to the Association for the Bibliography of History: Mary 
Lee Xanco to the North American Catalan Society; 
Charles Fineman to SALALM; Chlebek to the Canadian 
Library Association; Dillon and Sartori to the Modem 
Languages Association; Halls to the English and Ameri
can Literature Discussion Group; Stephen Stillwell to the 
Law and Political Science Section; and Terry Allison and 
Larson to the First European library and Communications 
Convention in Paris in November 1990. 

Discussing the WESS program, -Translation: The 
Craft, Politics, and Access," Danielle Mihram reported 
that last-minute changes were necessitated by the with
drawal of loost de Wit and the representative from Fjord 
Press. A further obstacle to the program's success was the 
fact that the session was scheduled in a smaller room than 
requested. Brogan will protest this inadequate location to 
ALA. [See Danielle Mihram's report pp. I1ff. below.] 

Sartori spoke for Bob Mareck about the p1anning for 
the 1991 WESS program "Europe 1992," which will focus 
on changes in publication patterns, copyright, multiple 
languages, and other political and socio-economic 
changes. Mareck will also head a task force of Fineman, 
Hueting, Kaiser, and Sartori. This group will meet infor
mally to seek topics for future General Discussion 
Groups. 

Kilton reported for the Publications Committee. The 
WESS Occasional Publication No.3, Western European 
Studies: Current Research Trends and Library Resources, 
Coordinating Editor Eva Sartori, has been published by 
ACRL [see p. 12 below]. The new WESS Directory is 
now available from John Kaiser for the printed copy and 
Jim Romer for the disk [see coupon on p. 16 below). The 
Florence Conference proceedings that are to be pubJished 
by Haworth Press have been delayed because of the lack 
of some copyright clearances and the introduction and 
appendices, but publication is expected shortly. 

The Executive Committee commended the Directory 
Subcommittee, which was dissolved upon completion of 
its task. Each year the New6lt!tter will carry a tearsheet so 
that new information can be submitted for updating the 
Directory. Brogan chairs a new subcommittee formed to 
prepare a WESS Officers' Manual. Kilton and Robert 
Sewell are preparing an article for submission to College 
and Resl!ll1'ch Libraries. The article is based on their ven
dor survey conducted for the committee. Newsletter editor 
Larson's term was extended to three years by the Execu
tive Committee to agree with the Options Memo prepared 
by Lehmann. WESS will recommend section reviews at 
five- rather than three-year intervals so that there will be 
adequate time to implement proposed changes and monitor 
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their impact. 
Discussion group leaders reported on their meetings. 

Spornick reported that the Classical, Medieval and Renais
sance Discussion Group is considering computerized 
resources and would like to see the "editions in progress" 
column of Speculum carried by RLIN. Craig Likness said 
reported for the College and Medium-Sized Libraries Dis
cussion Group [for details see p. 9 above]. Jim Campbell 
reported for the Germanists Discussion Group [for details 
see p. 9 above]. 

WESS chair-elect Sartori will write to Michael Smet
hurst of the British Library concerning the possibility of 
a WESS conference in Great Britain following the open
ing of the Saint Pancras facilities. Mariann Tiblin 
announced that in conjunction with IFLA's Stockholm 
meeting, the Nordic Council of Ministers in consultation 
with SASS is planning lectures at various North American 
universities. 

Translation: the Craft, Politics, and Access 
-Danielle Mihram, Chair, Program Planning Committee 

This year's WESS program, held on 25 June 1990, 
was co-sponsored by the Chicago Area Translators and 
Interpreters Association [CHICATA] and the Chicago 
Union of Literary Translators [CULT]. 

The first paper, "Translating Bernhard: Pleasure and 
Pain," by Kenneth J. Northcott (Emeritus Professor of 
German, University of Chicago) centered on the transla
tion of drama. The translator of drama must be able to 
play mentally each part as he translates it, and give to 
each part its own individual voice. Indeed, this is the way 
he and his co-translator, Peter Jansen, adopted for their 
translation of the recently published anthology, Histrio
nics: Three Plays by Bernhard (University of Chicago 
Press, 1990). They each prepared a translation indepen
dently, and read them to each other, comparing each and 
every word. This meticulousness is essential to the whole 
craft of translation. In contrast with scholarly translations, 
literary translation demands an extremely high degree of 
self-restraint on the part of the translator not to impose 
his own meaning on that of the original and not to dispose 
of its ambiguities. To complicate matters, in the case of 
Bernhard the translator must be aware of that author's 
unorthodox use of language; the translator must be careful 
not to eliminate such "aberrations." 

Cultural differences may cause problems in transla
tion. Expressions which may be immediately understood 
by one culture may require an explanation in another. For 
this reason t Peter Jansen was necessary for a successful 
translation of the dramatist, and even that was not 
enough: because Bernhard is Austrian, they had to seek 
the help of an Austrian from time to time. 
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The second paper, presented by Carol Maier (Dept. 
of Romance Languages, Kent State University), "Review
ing Literature in Translation: Time to 'Proceed to the 
Larger Question,'" included a few of Northcott's views, 
but with a different perspective. 

According to Maier t a difference between a transla
tion and the original should not necessarily be cause for 
an apology from the translator. It is more a question of 
untranslatability, a friction or a "transculturation" where 
a complete transference from one culture to another cannot 
be made. Indeed, insisted Maier, this tension should be 
maintained and be evident in the translation. 

Much of Maier's presentation focused on the current 
lack of recognition of literary translation as a craft. Often 
the reviewer makes no mention of the translator. One 
example of the lack of recognition of the craft of trans
lation is the recently published book, Literary Reviewing, 
which does not include a chapter on literary translations 
and their reviews. This "blind spot" regarding translations 
is also evidenced by a general "editorial inattentiveness" 
on the part of publishers. 

Another element of translation which is not taken as 
seriously as it should be is the translator's preface. Maier 
emphasized the need to read attentively, at the outset, the 
translator's preface, and then read the translation in the 
light of that preface. She concluded her presentation by 
illustrating her views with a discussion of two women 
Latin American writers and their translated works. 

The third speaker, Karl Green (Head of the National 
Translation Center, Washington DC) discussed" Access 
to Translation." He presented an overview of the Center's 
activities, from its origins at the University of Chicago 
(1953) to the very recent re-Iocation at the Library of 
Congress. 

Translations available through that Center are of a 
scientific nature. The Center acquires, indexes, and pro
vides copies of them. According to Green, hundreds of 
thousands of pieces of information are published in many 
languages each year, and the three variables which are 
used for their acquisition are: cost, speed, and quality. 
The translations are gathered from companies who employ 
professional translators as full-time staff. Translations are 
available on demand: copies are mailed within twenty-four 
hours of receipt of request, and the fee for each transla
tion is $35, regardless of size or length. 

Charles Fineman (Humanities Bibliographer at North
western University Library) responded to the three papers 
out of his personal experience as a professional translator. 
He also provided a perspective which is familiar to libra
rians: how do we deal with the question of translations as 
a collection development issue? He reminded the audience 
that we must be aware that ever fewer students know for
eign languages, particularly the less represented lan
guages in Western Europe: those of Scandinavia. 

Furthermore, planning for retrospective collection 
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development beco~ problematic since the majority of 
texts are translated only once ("classics" excepted) and are 
unlikely to be translated again, which means that when 
these translations go out of print, libraries have a difficult 
time locating such titles. 

Judging from the general discussion which ensued, 
the speakers did succeec:t in bringing to mind a host of 
questions about the art and craft of translation, the politics 
and role of translations, and the problems associated with 
access to translations. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all of the members of that session's planning 
committee - Martha Brogan, Charles Fineman, Cheryl 
McKee, Marcia Pankake, Kathleen Hunter Rutter, and 
Sem Sutter - without whose energetic efforts this pro
gram could not have succeeded. 

Research on Scholarly Inclexina Service 
Run by French Undeqround 

-Pamela Spence Richards (NjR), 
1990 Martinus Nijhoff Award Winner 

The book Prof. Richards is writing on the secret pro
curement of enemy scientific information by Germany and 
the Allies during World War II is to contain several chap
ters focusing on the fate of scientific communication in 
the countries under German occupation. It was princi
pally to assist her in research into the situation in France 
from 1940 to the Liberation in 1944 that she received 
funding for the summer of 1990 from the Martinus Nij
hoff Foundation. 

There is already a large body of printed literature 
available concerning the administration of scholarly 
collections under the Nazis in France and on the confis
cation of certain of these collections and their removal to 
Germany. Thanks to the elaborate legal defenses 
constructed after the war by the German librarians and 
military men responsible for French libraries, and to the 
validation of some of these defenses by French colleagues, 
we know that there was no systematic pillaging of French 
libraries - except, of course, for the appalling 
depredations wrought by the Einsatzstab Rosenberg on 
Jewish, Labor, and Masonic collections. 

But Richards discovered an aspect of wartime library 
and information history that has not yet been documented. 
In interviews with retired scientists, confirmed by 
documents in the archives of the Centre national de la 
recherche scientifique (CNRS), she learned of a 
clandestine indexing service run throughout the 
Occupation by the Underground in Paris. In direct 
competition with the documentation service run out of the 
Maison de la Chimie by Jean G6rard (who was later 
accused of collaboration), the Underground's index, the 
Bulletin anaiytique, had unique access to Allied science 
through journals smuggled in from Vichy. The founder of 
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the Bulletin, Prof. Jean Wynart, became director of the 
information center of the CNRS after the war, when his 
colleague and fellow Underground member, atomic physi
cist Joliot-Curie, became the CNRS's director. The war
time Bulletin is the direct predecessor of the CNRS' s 
renowned series of Bulletins signaletiques. 

Richards suspects that the lack of coverage of the 
wartime origins of the Bulletins signaletiques may have 
reasons beyond the usual ahistoricism of documentalists: 
Joliot-Curie and many members of his underground circle 
were Communists, and postwar French governments have 
been characteristically unenthusiastic about glorifying the 
wartime activities of the Communist Underground. 

Western European Studies Publication 
Now Available from ACRL 

WatD7I EIIropetm StudiD: Current RDeardJ 7mItb 
and Library RDOIITCa, a pUblication of the Western Euro
pean Specialists Section (WESS) of the Association of 
College and Research Libraries (ACRL), is now available 
from the American Library Association's (ALA) Order 
Department. 

These 11 research papers (originally presented at 
WESS programs held at ALA Annual Conferences from 
1987 through 1989) offer thoughtful synthesis, personal 
insight and information useful for anyone dealing with 
recent scholarship in European studies. The authors, spe
cialists in different fields of Western European studies, 
address the concerns of both researchers and librarians. 

"The authors most actively involved in scholarship 
have provided a valuable description of the state of the 
art for their fields, while those concerned with quality and 
accessibility of library collections have clarified a variety 
of issues affecting the support of research and teaching," 
said Mary Jane Parrine, Stanford University. 

The papers are divided into three sections: -New 
Directions in Old World Research," -Migration Studies 
in Europe and America, - and -Austria, Switzerland, and 
the Two Germanies: Collection Building and Bibliogra
phic Control. -

Wawm Europt!DII StudiD: Current Resetzrda Trends 
and Library RDOIITCG (ISBN 0-8389-7461-9) is edited 
by WESS members Eva Sartori (University of Nebraska
Lincoln), Ceres Birkhead (University of Utah), John Cul
lars (University of Illinois at Chicago), John Dillon 
(University of Wisconsin-Madison) and Thomas Kilton 
(University of Dlinois-Urbana). 

The 120-page paperback is printed on acid-free paper 
and is available for $29.95 ($26.95 for ACRL members). 
ALA members receive a 10% discount off the list price. 
Orders may be placed by mail to ALA Publishing Ser
vices, Order Dept., 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. 

- Press Release from ALA Public Information Office 
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The recent events m Europe-;--I:lS-U1U:" 'V"",,,~~ ..J they 
are promising. have been of great interest to librarians 
whose professional lives have been dedicated to collecting 
and cataloging the documents pertaining to European cul
ture, languages, and history. WESS members may wish 
to consider, at this time, the option and means of develop
ing a closer partnership with their counterparts in the 
newly reunited German states. 

We have often affirmed a commitment to strengthen
ing our ties with other ALA divisions and ACRL sections 
and, indeed, with organizations outside of ALA. The 
WESS membership list indicates that the connection with 
non-ALA associations already exists; the potential for 
future joint-sponsorship programs or projects need only be 
pursued in a systematic fashion. 

WESS has been successful in integrating new mem
bers into the section's activities and committee work. This 
democratic tradition ought to be sustained. even as our 
membership grows, by formal and informal channels with
in the section and opportunity for active service. The 
College and Medium-sized Libraries Discussion Group 
and the ad hoc Continuing Education Committee have 
been created with the view of sharing professional exper
tise and promoting awareness ofWESS's goals. Still , new 
members would benefit from the ir colleagues' experience 
if an advisory group were in place to help identify sources 
of funding for professional development and other 
endeavors. Thank you for encoumgement and support 
throughout the years. 

Danielle Mihram (CLSU) 
WESS bas grown to a membership of over 700 and 

represents a truly diversified slice of the ACRL member
ship: catalogers, administrators, bibliographers, and refe
rence librarians, whose common, unifying interest is their 
intellectual curiosity and focus on Western Europe. Cur
rently, more so than at any other time since the beginning 
ofWESS, we are facing exciting and tantalizing possibili
ties as the mpidly evolving communication links between 
Europe and the USA are bringing us closer to a region 
which has undergone recent major political changes. Some 
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possibilities of such "rapprochements· are online inter
active projects with our colleagues in European libraries 
(such as mutual acress to large textual and bibliographi
cal databases) or telecommunicative activities (such as 
electronic networks or teleconferencing via satellite). The 
current electronic medium is not accessible to all, and it 
is costly, yet it behooves WESS to explore such channels 
of communication now, so as to find acceptable new ave
nues of information gathering and dissemination in this 
rapidly evolving arena of the world. 

It is a privilege to have been nominated to the posi
tion of Chair-elect of WESS, and I hope, if elected, to 
rise to the membership'S expectations. 

Candidates for Member-at-Large 

Carol Cooper, Vice-President, K. G. Saur 
Publishers and librarians have a mutual interest in.the 

development and dissemination of research materials from 
Western Europe - especially in an em when its political 
structures and geographic boundaries are so rapidly evolv
ing. We need to define priorities for scarce resources 
together. As a representative of an established European 
libmry publisher, I welcome the opportunity to work more 
formally with WESS and its members than in the past, to 
help the organization realize its goals. 

Perhaps I can offer another perspective on some of 
the critical issues facing research library collection deve
lopment in the '90's. From our vantage point we are 
acutely aware of trends in both North America and 
Europe. From my own personal experiences in editorial 
development, marketing and sales, as well as financial 
management for both private and public publishing com
panies, I bring my own enthusiasm and interests. 

In Europe it is not at all unusual that publishers, 
libmrians and booksellers work together in a single orga
nization. While unprecedented and regardless of the out
come, WESS deserves credit for considering my inclusion 
as a candidate for office. More such links need to be 
created ... Saur and I will continue to participate in the 
Section activities because we continue to believe in its 
importance. 

Thomas D. Kilton (lU) 
Regardless of their language/country involvement as 

Western European specialists, WESS members have for 
many years profited from the exchange of ideas and opi
nions offered by the meetings of the General Discussion 
Group. If elected WESS Member-at-Large I shall continue 
the traditional program format for this group. Main topics 
for discussion will, as in the past, be decided upon and 
announced in advance of the meetings, and, I sball, in 
consultation with other WESS members, try to select 
topics of discussion which are most cogent to current inte
rests of the members. Other responsibilities of the WESS 
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Member-at-Large I shall attempt to discharge to the best 
of my abilities, and I shall try to devise new ways of pro
moting WESS activities and interests within the academic 
community in general. 

Candidates for Secretary 

James Romer (NcGU) 
I appreciate the opportunity to be a candidate for 

WESS Secretary t and look forward to being able to serve 
the section in this or in other ways. I have served on the 
WESS Publications Committee and on the Directory Sub
committee, which produced the 1990 WESS Membership 
Directory t our first since 1984. My responsibility was to 
organize and enter membership information into computer 
files, from which we were able to create both electronic 
and printed versions of the Directory. My professional 
activity in Western European studies has been in catalog
ing, collection development and acquisitions both in large 
and medium-sized academic libraries, including service as 
subject Specialist t department head and chair of a Collec
tion Development Committee. I participate as well in the 
recently-organized WESS Discussion Group for College 
and Medium-Sized Libraries. In other moments I pursue 
an interest in travel literature t especially that related to 
France and Francophone countries. 

Rebecca Stuhr-Rommereim (IaGG) 
I am pleased to be a candidate for the office of Secre

tary of WESS. I have been a member of WESS for six 
years and am also a member of the Germanists Discussion 
Group. My involvement with European studies includes 
four years as German Language and Literature, Scandina
vian, and East German S\udies Bibliographer at the Uni
versity of Kansas. Currently, at Grinnell College, I am the 
Humanities Bibliographer with a special assignment to 
expand the foreign language collection and to work 
toward an increased multicultural representation. I am 
eager to be involved in the administration and to help 
promote the activities of the organization and am certain 
that I have the skills to do so. 

Nordic Library Seminar Held in Oslo 
for North American University Librarians 

-Charles G. Spetland (MnU) 

A week-long seminar for North American university 
librarians with responsibilities for Scandinavian subjects 
was held in Oslo, September 3-9, 1990. The seminar was 
organized by the Norwegian Riksbibliotektjenesten (the 
national library service) with the assistance of the Society 
for the Advancement of Scandinavian Study Librarians 
Committee, led by A. Gerald Anderson (WaU). The final 
program was arranged by Bendik Rugaas, National Libra-
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rian of Norway and head of Riksbibliotektjenesten. and 
Kjellaug Scheie of Riksbibliotektjenesten. 

Eleven librarians from Canada and the United States 
participated in the seminar. along with nearly twenty of 
their Nordic counterparts. Distinguished representatives 
from the five Nordic countries gave overviews of current 
issues and events in bibliographic organization, Jegisla
tion, and library administration. Rugaas led discussions of 
current inter-Scandinavian library problems and initia
tives. Other topics presented and discussed through the 
week included applications of new technology t Nordic 
data bases and networking t conservation and preservation 
problems and practices in the Nordic countries t the use 
and conservation of Icelandic manuscripts, and aspects of 
contemporary literary criticism. 

Later in the week, the participants visited Stortinget 
(the national parliament of Norway) and the parliamentary 
library. Brit Flmstad, the director of the library, gave an 
overview of government and official publication in the 
Nordic countries and of the intergovernmental Nordic 
Council. At Universitetsforlaget (the Norwegian Univer
sity press), the participants had the opportunity to learn 
more about the current state of publishing in NOlway and 
possibilities of what the future may bring in a rapidly
consolidating industry. Other activities included visits to 
the main library of the University of Oslo and the library 
of the Nobel Institute, and cultural events such as the first 
annual Ibsen Stage Festival, where was presented the Oslo 
premier of Ingmar Bergman's production of Ett dockhem 
(" A Doll's House") at the National Theatre of Norway. 

Future relations t cooperative ventures, and possible 
exchanges between university libraries in North Ameri
can and the Nordic countries were discussed enthusias
tically at the final meeting of the seminar. The partici
pants are extremely grateful to the sponsors t organizers, 
and coordinators of the seminar. We look forward to shar
ing ideas and information and the warm spirit of the Oslo 
Seminar with our colleagues in North America. 

Cataloging Changes Due to Gennan Unification 
-Gail Hueting (IU) 

The following changes have been proposed by the 
Library of Congress for cataloging records relating to 
Germany: 

Corporate headings in descriptive cataloging: "The 
heading Germany will be used for the government prior 
to division and for the post-reunification government. " LC 
will use Germany in headings for the German government 
beginning with 1991 imprints. German (West) and Ger
many (East) remain the valid headings for the Federal 
Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Repub
lic respectively during the period of division. 

Subject cataloging: "The heading Germany will be 
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used for the pre- and post-division time periods and for 
works on East and West Germany collectively. " Germany 
(East) and Germany (West) will be used for each country 
during the time of division and also for the eastern and 
western parts of Germany. Indirect subdivision under 
topical headings for all places within Germany, including 
Berlin, will be through Germany - without (East) or 
(West). (Formerly, Berlin was used directly after a topical 
heading because it could not be designated as either East 
or West.) 

MARC tagging: For country of publication code use 
gw for all places in Germany. The codes ge for East Ger
many and wb for West Berlin are being discontinued. The 
geographic area code for Germany as a whole and also for 
places within East or West Germany is e-gx---. Use 
e-ge--- for the country or region of East Germany and 
e-gw-- for the country or region of West Germany. 

News from MLA 

Joint Committee to Review MLA Coverage 
ACRL and the RASD Reference Tools Advisory 

Committee have been invited to participate in a project 
with the Modem Language Association. There will be a 
meeting at Midwinter (Saturday, January 12, 9:30-11:00 
AM) to discuss this project and if you are interested, 
please come to the meeting. 

MLA is interested in conducting an examination of 
the coverage and overlap of the MLA Bibliography and 
other reference works. Daniel Uchitelle, the director of 
the Center for Information Services at MLA, approached 
ACRL and RASD with a request for assistance. 

To begin work on the project, ACRL will form a 
committee called the "MLA Bibliography Scope and Over
lap Committee." It will be co-chaired by Elaine Franco 
and Eva Sartori. The members of the committee will be 
those individuals who agree to work on the project. The 
project is to be completed by November 1, 1991. 

For more information, contact Cathleen Bourdon, 
Acting Executive Director of ACRL, or the committee co
chairs: Elaine Franco (Cataloging Department, Shields 
Library, University of California, Davis, CA 95616-
5292; telephone: 916-752-9860) or Eva Sartori, WESS 
Chair (address on back cover). 

Call for MLA Field Bibliographers 
The Modem Language Association has appointed an 

Advisory Committee to the MLA Bibliography to consider 
strategic and procedural issues concerning its Bibliogra
phy, and to aid in recruiting bibliographers. As a current 
member of the Advisory Committee, I am interested in 
hearing what issues related to the Bibliography librarians 
want the Committee to address. I would also like more 
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librarians to consider becoming bibliographers themselves. 
The Advisory Committee has targeted academic libra

rians specializing in the areas covered by the Bibliogra
phy as ideal prospective field bibliographers. If you would 
like to volunteer, send a letter indicating your areas of 
expertise and any special collections to which you have 
access to Dennis Herron, Operations Manager, Center for 
Bibliographical Services, Modem Languages Association, 
10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981. 

Also feel free to contact me first if you have ques
tions or input for the Advisory Committee to the Bibliog
raphy. The Committee meets each November and keeps in 
contact by mail throughout the year. I can be reached at 
the address given above. -Elaine A. Franco (CU-A) 

Publications Received 

ACIS: Journal of the Association for Contemporary 
Iberian Studies (ISSN 0955-4270), Vol. 3, No. 1 
(Spring 1990). c/o Michael Newton, Membership 
Sec'y, Dept. of Modem Languages, Lipman Bldg, 
Newcastle Polytechnic, Sandyford Rd., Newcastle 
upon Tyne NEl 8ST, UK. 

Alee Daun, "Swedish Mentality" (lO-page summary of his 
book, Svensk memalitet, [Stockholm: Raben & Sjo
gren, 1989]), "Social Change ... in Sweden, " No. 42 
(December 1989). Swedish Information Service, One 
Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 45th Floor, New York 
10017-2201 [note new address]. 

N.B.: The Swedish Information Service is coalescing its 
different series into one, "Viewpoint Sweden." The first 
articles will be coming out in late 1990 or early 1991. 
The SIS can target issues to subscribers with expressed 
interest in the subject covered in each article. Write the 
SIS at the above address for a subscription interest form. 

European Studies Newsletter (ISSN 0046-2802), Vol. XX, 
Nos. 1-2 (September/October 1990). Council for 
European Studies, Box 44, Schermerhorn, Columbia 
University, New York, NY 10027. 

Modern Greek Society: A Social Science Newsletter (ISSN 
0147-0779), Vol. XVI, No. 1 (December 1988). 
Modem Greek Studies Association (USA), P. O. Box 
9411 t Providence, RI 02940. 

Portuguese Studies Newsletter, No. 23 (Fall-Winter 1990-
91). International Conference Group on Portugal, c/o 
Dept. of History, HSCC 408, University of New 
Hampshire, Durham, NH 03824. [Announced titJe 
change with first number in 1991: Portuguese Studies 
Review.] 
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WFSS Directory Still Available! 

You may order your copy of the WESS Di1V:dory. 
announced in our previous issue, either in hard copy or on 
diskette (Macintosh compatible) in either the Record 
Holder™ format. a MacWriteTN textfile that can be read 
by other database managers. or in the edited Microsoft 
Word™ version. Please apecify desired format(s). The 
disk will be supplied ·as is· with no guarantees. To ob
tain a copy of the disk. please send $5.00 (a check written 
to ACRL). a stamped self-addressed envelope suitable for 
disk mailing. with postage. and an unformatted 3.5 inch 
disk to: James Romer. Aquisitions Department. Jackson 
Library. University of North Carolins at Greensboro. 
Greensboro. NC 27412. 
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For a paper copy of the Directory. send the coupon 
below with your check made out to ACRL ($3.00 for 
ACRL members. $5 .00 for noo-ACRL members) to: 
John R. Kaiser (address below). 
--------------- ----------
Name: ______________ ___ 

Address: ______________ _ 

ACRL Member'! ____ yes ______ No 

Amount enclosed: ___ _ Date: 

WFSS OFFICERS, 1990-1991 

Chair: . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eva Sartori. Bibliographer for Modem Languages 
217N Love Libmry. University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Lincoln. NE 68588.{)410 

Telephone: 402-472-6987 (W). 402-475-3967 (H); E-mail: evas@unllib.unI.edu 

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elecl: . . . . . . . . . .. John Kaiser 
Coordinator for Collection Development 

The University Libmries. Pennsylvania State University 
1136 S. Atherton St.. State College. PA 16801 

Telephone: 814-863-1561 (W). FAX: 814-865-3665 
E-mail: jrk@psulias.bitnet 

Secretary: ................. Diana Chlebek 
Fine ArtslLanguage & Litemture. Bierce Library 

University of Akron. Akron. OH 44325 
Telephone: 216-375'{)OO7 (W). 216-569-5749 (H) 

WFSS NEWSLEl'fEK (ISSN 0734-4503) 
c/o ACRL, American Library Association 
50 East Huron Street 
Chicago, IL 60611-2795 
lISA 

\ 

Member-at-Large: .. ...... ... . . Gail Hueting 
Modem Languages Libmrian 

425 Library. University of I1Iinois. Urbana. IL 61801 
Telephone: 217-244.{)481 (W). 217-351-7913 (H) 

FAX: 217-244-0398. E-mail: ghueting@uiucvmd.bitnet 

Past Chair: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Martha Brogan 
Social Sciences Bibliogmpher. Yale University Library 

P. O. Box 1603A Yale Station. New Haven. CT 06520 
Telephone: 203-432-4736 (W). FAX: 203-432-7231 

E-mail: mbrogan@yalevm.bitnet 
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