
Conspectus in Europe 
-Ann Matheson 

Chair, LIBER Conspectus Group 

The fIrst use of the Conspectus technique for assess
ing the subject strengths and weaknesses of libmry collec-
tions in Europe was by the British Library, 1 which 
applied Conspectus to its own printed collections in 1985, 
and published the results in 1986 in microfiche fonn, with 
an accompanying text. 2 The eleven Scottish research 
libraries (comprising the eight Scottish university 
libraries, the two major public reference libraries in Glas
gow and Edinburgh, and the National Library) decided to 
apply Conspectus as a group, using a "fast-track" 
approach in order to obtain Conspectus information 
within a reasonable timescale, in 1986/87.3 

A programme of voluntarily accepting co-operative 
collecting responsibilities is now in progress among the 
eleven Scottish research libraries, and the Conspectus 
info~~tion is also .being ~sed to assist groups of subject 
speCIalIsts. The Natlonal LIbrary of Wales has also carried 
out a Conspectus assessment of its own collections and 
so"!e o~er libraries (e. g., the National Art LibrarY, the 
Umverslty of London, and the Bodleian Library) have 
either carried out pilot surveys or have completed a Con
spectus programme in draft. The Conspectus infonnation 
from the British Library, the eleven Scottish research 
libraries-and, shortly, that from the National Library of 
Wales-has been mounted on an online search system 
developed on behalf of UK research libraries by the British 
Library. 
Conspectus and UBER 

. In 1987. J. M. Smethurst, Director General, British 
Library, presented a paper on Conspectus to the Ligue des 
Bibliotheques Europeennes de Recherche (LIBER).4 Its 
Executive Committee felt that LIBER should take a lead
ing role in advan~ing Conspectus in continental Europe. 
!hey als.o recogmzed the complexities and challenges of 
mtroducmg Conspectus into a Europe that is both multi
lingual and multi-national. Equally, they recognized that it 
would take some considerable time to adapt Conspectus 
appropriately for use in a continental European context. 5 
Taking these points into account, the Executive Commit
tee decided to establish a Conspectus Working Group 
with the remit set out below: ' 

1. To promote the use of Conspectus for resource 
sharing in the fields of collection development and retro-

WESS 1992 MIDWINTER SCHEDULE* 
(fentative) 

Saturday, January 2S 
2:00-4:00 PM .......................... Executive Committee (I) 
4:30-5:30 PM ................ Conference Planning - SF 1992 
4:30-5:30 PM ................ Conference Planning - NO 1993 

Sunday, January 26 
9:30-11:00 AM ....................... College & Medium-sized 

Libraries Discussion 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM ................................... Newsletter 
2:00-4:00 PM .............................. Research & Planning 
4:30-5:30 PM ............................ Gennanists Discussion 

Monday, January 27 
9:30-11 :00 AM ............................... Classical, Medieval 

& Renaissance Discussion 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM ...... Romance Languages Discussion 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM ............ Nijhoff Award Jury (closed) 
2:00-4:00 PM ................... General Membership Meeting 

& Discussion 

Tuesday, January 28 
9:30-11 :00 AM ........................................ Publications 
2:00-4:00 PM ......................... Executive Committee (In 

* Pending confirmation from ALA. Final times and locations 
~ill .be avail?ble in December; committee members may 
InquIre of chairS for details then. It is "the established policy 
of AlA that all meetings of [AlA) be declared open to all 
mem~ers and to recognized members of the press, with closed 
meetmgs being only for discussion of matters affecting pri
vacy of individuals or institutions." 

spective conversion as well as conservation and preserva
tIon. 

2. To map and assess this use. 
3. To consider the demand for translations of the 

existing Conspectus worksheets . 
. 4. To consider the need for European, national, 

regIonal and local adaptations of the schedules and look for 
their respective compatibility and common standards. 

5. To advise the Executive Committee on the devel
opm~nt of infrastructural elements (e. g. , relating to net
working, Conspectus databases) in Europe. 

(cont'd on page 3) 



WESS Newsletter 

The WESS Newsletter is issued 
twice a year (Spring and Fall) by the West
ern European Specialists Section of 
the Association of College and Research 
Libraries, a division of the American Library 
Association, and is sent to individuals and 
institutions whose names appear on the Sec
tion's membership list. The Newsletter 
welcomes contributions from readers in all 
relevant subjects. Articles, items of news 
and correspondence pertaining to the 
Newsletter should be sent to the editor and 
to the appropriate column editor, preferably 
in electronic fonnat 

Members of the Advisory Committee 
who assist in organizing the Newsletter 
are: Stephen Lehmann, Chair (PU), Sandra 
Fraser (NNU), Janice Kraus (NjR). Michael 
Markiw (AzTeS), Michael P. Olson (CLU), 
Jim Spohrer (CU). and Julie Still (PCW). 

Copies of back issues of this News
letter, including the publication issued by 
the Western European Specialists Discussion 
Group under the title Western European 
Language Specialists Newsletter. 
may be obtained by writing to the Headquar
ters Librarian. American Library Associa
tion, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago. IL 
60611-2795. There is a fee for each page 
photocopied. Neither the editor nor the 
Headquarters Librarian can supply copies of 
the original issues. 

Publication and distribution of this 
issue of the WESS Newsletter have been 
made possible by much appreciated support 
from the Association of College and 
Research Libraries (Anne K. Beaubien, Pres
ident). The editor wishes to acknowledge the 
technical and material assistance of the Yale 
University Library and especially of its Sys
tems Office. 

© American Library Association, 1991. 

SPRING 1992 DEADLINE 

The deadline for submitting copy to the 
Newsletter editor for the Spring 1992 
issue will be March 15, 1992. Column edi
tors should receive their copy by at least 
March 1, 1992. § 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 

Editor: ••• : •• : •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• Jeffry Larson 
BIbliographer, Romance Languages & Literatures 

Yale University Library 
P. O. Box 1603A Yale Station, New Haven, CT 06520-7429 

Tel.: 203-432-1760; E-mail: jlarson@yalevm.bitnet, 
or: Jeffry _larson.sml@yccatsmtp.ycc.yale.edu 

Assistant Editor & Q+A Compiler: ••.••••.•••• John Culiars 
Bibliographer for the Humanities, Main Library 

Box 8198, University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IT... 60680 
Tel.: 312-996-2730; E-mail: U50094@uicvm.bitnet 

Columns 

Personal & Institutional News: .••.•••••• James H. Spohrer 
German Collections Librarian, 390 Main Library 

University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720 
Tel.: 415-642-0956; E-mail: jspohrer@library.berkeley.edu 

Europe in Bits and Bytes: •.••.••.••.•.•••••.••.•.•• Julie Still 
Wolfgram Memorial Library. Widener University 
4237 Valley Rd, 2nd Fl.,Drexel Hill. PA 19026 
Tel.: 215-259-6193; E-mail: still@urvax.bitnet 

New Publications of Note: .••••••••••••••• Michael P. Olson 
Germanic Studies Bibliographer 

University Research Library A1540G 
UCLA, Los Angeles, CA 90024 

Tel.: 213-825-1843; FAX: 213-206-4974 
E-mail: ecz5mpo@uclamvs.bitnet 

Q+A 
Column Editor: John Cullars 

(Please supply answers and proposed questions to address above) 

Q.18: When Sarah Bernhardt performed Hamlet, whose 
French translation did she use? Was this version heav
ily cut or rearranged? 

A.18: Charles H. Shattuck gives an account of Sarah Bern
hardt's performance of Hamlet in Shakespeare on the 
American Stage, vol. 2 (Washington DC: Folger 
Shakespeare Library; London and Toronto: Associated 
Univ. Presses, 1987), pp. 136-41. He notes that she 
used a new translation by Eugene Morand and Marcel 
Schwob. This translation is cited in A Shake speare 
Bibiliography: The Catalogue of the Birmingham 
Shakespeare Library, vol. 3, with a publication date of 
1900. Although Shattuck says little about cuts or 
rearrangements of the play, he cites a number of 
reviews. - Bill Brockman (IU)§ 
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(cont'dfrom page 1) 
6. To gather and promote information among Euro

pean research libraries concerning the use and development 
of Conspectus. 
The Conspectus Working Group 

At present, the Working Group has representatives 
from ten European areas (Austria, Catalonia, France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the UK), with the prospect of representa
tion from Italy, Belgium and Ireland. When it is possible, 
we very much hope to have representation from countries 
in Eastern Europe join the Group. There have been twelve 
meetings of the Group so far. The progress achieved so far 
is based on the voluntary contributions of staff members 
from a small number of European research libraries, who 
feel that the Conspectus technique, properly adapted for 
use in Europe, can be applied usefully in their own 
libraries and countries, and who are committed to the 
ideals of closer European integration, and the international 
exchange of information. 

The Working Group's activities so far have been 
focused on defining and implementing the amendments to 
the existing Conspectus documentation that are essential 
if Conspectus is to be used effectively within the context 
of European research libraries. The Group's primary res
ponsibility is to facilitate the changes that are necessary to 
enable Conspectus to be used in European research 
libraries, and to plan how Conspectus can be used to 
assess collections in the rich multi-lingual culture of 
European research libraries. The task of "Europeanizing" 
Conspectus documentation will lead on to the need to 
devise training programmes for "conspectors" in European 
research libraries, and investigation of how European 
Conspectus information, once obtained, can most effec
tively be made available online, both nationally and inter
nationally. 
Current Work 

Progress so far has been centred on the following 
main areas of work: 

1. Adapting the Conspectus work-sheets for the main 
subject divisions (i. e., history, religion and philosophy, 
literature and law) that require alteration to reduce the 
existing "Anglocentric" emphasis, and expansion to 
ensure that they reflect adequately European history and 
civilization. 

2. Translating the amended work-sheets into the lan
guages of the countries represented on the Working 
Group, where this is felt to be important, or necessary, in 
a national context. The translation of the work -sheets into 
French is now well advanced; such translation as is felt to 
be necessary in the Netherlands has already been carned 
out; and arrangements are in hand for the translation of the 
work-sheets into German. As countries join the Working 
Group, of course, arrangements will have to continue to 
be made for such amendments as are felt to be necessary in 
each national context, and for the translation into the rele
vant language. 

3. Redefining the language codes for a multi-lingual 
environment. A solution to adequately describing the lin
guistic breadth of library collectionst based on a proposal 
from the French representativest has recently been agreed; 

-3- Fall 1991 

and the question of how the national language, or lan
guages of each library, should be denoted (i. e., LC 
MARC or ISO) is currently being investigated by the 
representative from Germany. 
International Links 

In adapting Conspectus for use in Europe, it is felt to 
be important to maintain contact with the Research 
Libraries Group (RLG) and the Association of Research 
Libraries (ARL). A connection has recently developed 
between the European Conspectus Group and RLG, not 
only at the practical level (all adaptations to the work
sheets are referred to RLG for approvalt for example)t but 
also at the level of international policy developmentt since 
RLG has recently consented to act as a "clearing-house" 
for international Conspectus developments in North 
America, Europe and the Antipodes. A representative from 
RLG now attends meetings of the Conspectus GrouPt and, 
in turn, representation from the Group has been invited by 
RLG's Conspectus Sub-Committee. When European 
libraries, and countries, reach the stage of requiring active 
training programmes in Conspectus implementation, it is 
hoped that ARL will become involved. Their extensive 
experience of training "conspectors" in the United States, 
Canadat and Scotland etc., will be invaluable. Although 
Conspectus needs to be adapted for use in a European con
text in a way that will enable it to be used successfully in 
European research libraries, it is most important that we 
should continue to maintain links with the originators of 
the Conspectus system in the United States. 

Both LIBER and the Council of European Librarians 
(CENL) , which has established a European National 
Libraries Conspectus Group, would welcome the devel
opment of an international Conspectus database, or a net
work of linked databases, to which European Conspectus 
information would make a major contribution on the basis 
of its rich collections. RLG' s interest in co-operating with 
the European Conspectus Group, and the decision of the 
RLG Conspectus Sub-Committee in 1990 to "establish 
an international base level for the Conspectus, with the 
broadest template" are welcome steps in the direction of 
this eventual goal. 
Achievements to Date 

In continental Europe the first country to proceed is 
the Netherlands, which has appointed a National Conspec
tus Officer. Forty Dutch research libraries have now agreed 
to a collaborative programme, in which the initial step is 
to add Conspectus codes to the national classification 
numbers in the Dutch national database (PICA). Three 
libraries in Sweden (The Royal Library, Stockholm, 
Stockholm University Library, and Uppsala University 
Library) have carried out a part Conspectus. although a 
national decision has yet to be taken. In France the Biblio
theque Sainte-Genevieve. Paris, and the Bibliotheque 
Nationale are both interested in the development of Con
spectus, and the Bibliotheque Sainte-Genevieve has been 
making a major contribution to the work of the Group. 
The Deutsche B ibliothek is taking a Conspectus lead in 
Gennany. Portugal. which has also appointed a National 
Conspectus Officer, Spain and Catalonia all see the poten
tial usefulness of Conspectus in each of their countries. 
Austria and Switzerland are both taking a keen interest in 
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Conspectus, and in the translation of Conspectus docu
mentation into French and German. 

The decision to apply Conspectus in a national con
text in Europe will be made by library directors and 
appropriate Ministries, and so CENL has an important 
role to fulfill in promoting the benefits of a European 
Conspectus. In many European countries the experience of 
active co-operation among research libraries with similar 
functions and common aims is comparatively new. Col
laboration in resource sharing involves a long and com
plex process of learning how to combine the needs of an 
individual library with those of others. Conspectus can 
provide the means to encourage realistic collaboration 
among research libraries, which cap be of benefit both to 
libraries and to researchers. For Conspectus to achieve its 
full potential in Europe, it is important, bearing in mind 
the international needs of scholarship and research, and the 
increasing availability of global information, to ensure 
that European modifications are also compatible with the 
wider international use of Conspectus. 

Notes 

1. S. Hanger. "Collection Development in the British 
Library: the Role of the RLG Conspectus," Journal of 
Librarianship, 19 (1987), 89-107. 

2. B. G. F. Holt and S. Hanger. Conspectus in the British 
Library: a Summary of Current Collecting Intensity 
Data as Recorded on RLG Conspectus Worksheets 
with Completed Worksheets on Microfiche. London, 
1986. 

3. A. Matheson. "The Planning and Implementation of 
Conspectus in Scotland," Journal of Librarianship, 19 
(1987),141-51; "The Conspectus Experience," Journal 
of Librarianship, 22 (1990), 171-82; and "Conspectus 
in the UK," Alexandria, (1989), 51-59; R. Milne. 
"Conspectus at the Coal-Face," Britishlournal of Aca
demic Librarianship, 3 (1988), 89-98. 

4. LIBER News Sheet, 22 (1987), p. 30. 
5. H. J. Heaney. "Western European Interest in Conspec

tus," Libri, 40 (1990), 28-32. 

Editor's note: Dr. Matheson. Keeper at the National Library 
of Scotland, presented an oral version of the above report to 
the WESS Research & Planning Committee in Atlanta, June 
30, 1991. § 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

A 23-page list of "New Books in the Reference Li
brary of the Swedish Information Service" is available 
from the SIS, One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 45th Floor, 
New York NY 10017-2201. § 
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EUROPE IN BITS AND BYTES 
Column Editor: Julie Still 

Contributions on electronic resources and services 
are welcome (address on page 2) 

Keeping Up With Humanities Computing 
-Eric Dahlin (CU-SB) 

As coordinator of the Humanities Computing Facility 
(HCF) of the University of California at Santa Barbara, 
one of my responsibilities is to keep watch on the 
progress of humanities computing and advise our humani
ties community of any developments of likely interest, 
using the vehicle of our HCF newsletter REA C H : 
Research and Educational Applications of Computers in 
the Humanities. 

Humanities computing is one of the fastest growing 
fields of computing at present, and keeping track of all its 
many threads is not the easiest of tasks. Still, it's quite 
possible to be familiar with its general progress and Lo 
know where to find further more detailed information 
without devoting an undue amount of time to the task. 
Here are some of the resources and techniques which I've 
found particularly valuable. 
Print Information 

First, there's an indispensable print reference work, 
the Humanities Computing Yearbook 1989-1990, edited 
by Ian Lancashire of the University of Toronto, and pub
lished by Oxford University Press. Although it may be 
somewhat high-priced for individual acquisition, depart
ment offices and libraries should really make an effort to 
have a copy on hand. It's an extremely comprehensive 
general reference work containing bibliographies, and list
ings of people and places, associations, projects, and 
software, organized by discipline. 

Next, there are two important general associations 
dealing with computing in the humanities. These are the 
Association for Computers in the Humanities (ACH), 
based primarily in North America, and the Association for 
Literary and Linguistic Computing (ALLC), with most of 
its members in Europe. If you're interested in membership 
information on the ACH, you should communicate with: 
Joseph Rudman, Department of English, Carnegie MeHon 
University, Pittsburgh, PA 15213; E-mail: 
rudman@cmphys.bitnet 

The ACH publishes the quarterly ACH Newsletter 
and sponsors the journal Computers and the Humanities. 
Membership in the ALLC is by personal subscription to 
the journal Literary & Linguistic Cqmputing, from: 
Oxford Journals, Oxford University Press, Walton Street, 
Oxford 0X2 6DP, UK; or Journals Marketing Depart
ment, Oxford University Press, 200 Madison Ave., New 
York, NY 10016 

Those interested may obtain additional information 
about ALLC from: Thomas Corns, Department of 
English, University College of North Wales, Bangor, 
Gwynedd LL57 2DG, UK; E-mail: 
elsOO9@vaxabangor.ac.uk 

The ACH and the ALLC sponsor a joint annual con
ference, alternating in location between Europe and North 
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America. The 1992 conference will be held on April 5-9, 
1992, at Oxford University. You may obtain further 
information about ALLC/ ACH '92 from: ALLCI ACH 
'92, Centre for Humanities Computing, Oxford University 
Computing Service, 13 Banbury Road. Oxford OX2 6NN, 
UK; Telephone: 44-865-273200; Fax: 44-865-273275; E
mail: allcach@vax.ox.ac.uk 

In addition to the ACH and the ALLC, there are a 
number of specialized associations. Among them is the 
Association for History and Computing (AHC). If you'd 
like to get some information about ACH membership, 
you should communicate with: Veronica Lawrence, 3 
Crown Terrace, Stadhampton, Oxon OX9 7TY. UK The 
AHC is holding its next annual British conference on 
April 2-4, 1992 at University College of Wales, Aberyst
wyth, Wales. You can obtain information about the con
ferencefrom: Deian Hopkin, Department of History, 
Hugh Owen Building, University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, UK SY23 3DY; Telephone: 01044 970 
622662; Fax: 01044 970 617172; E-mail: drh@aber.ac.uk 
Electronic Information 

And then, of course, there's electronic mail. If you're 
a user of electronic mail you have a ready means of keep
ing up with developments in humanities computing by 
participating in one or more of the many existing elec
tronic discussion groups. [See Julie Still's description in 
the WESS Newsletter, Fall 1990, p. 7.] 

Finally, of course, among the available resources is 
our own newsletter REACH, currently published four 
times a year, and mailed free of charge to anyone request
ing it. If you'd like me to put you on the mailing list, 
just send me a note at the address below, giving me your 
postal address. Eric Dahlin, Coordinator, 
Humanities Computing Facility, University of California, 

Santa Barbara, CA 93106-3170; 805-893-2208; 
HCF1DAHL@ucsbuxa.bitnet; 

HCFIDAHL@ucsbuxa.ucsb.edu. 

Column Editor's Addenda 
LIST DIRECTORIES: Diane Kovacs of Kent State 

University Libraries has announced that the 3rd Revision 
of the Directory of Scholarly Electronic Conferences is 
now available on the LISTSERV@KENTVM and via 
anonymous FTP from KSUVXA.KENT.EDU. The lists 
are arranged by broad subject area. For more information 
contact: Diane K. Kovacs Instructor, Reference Librarian 
for the Humanities Kent State University Libraries Kent, 
Ohio 44242 Phone: 216-672-3045. Bitnet: 
DKOVACS@kentvm or LIBRK329@kentvms Internet: 
DKOV ACS@kentvrn.kent.edu 
or LillRK329@ksuvxa.kentedu 

NEW IFLA SERIES: IFLA's office for Universal 
Dataflow and Telecommunications (UDT) has launched a 
new series: UDT series on data communication technolo
gies and standards for libraries (ISSN 1018-0311). The 
frrst title in the series is "Research networks and libraries: 
applications and issues fora global information network" 
by Gary Cleveland The UDT office also publishes a r~gu
lar UDT Newsletter (ISSN 1010-9501» 
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SHAKESPEARE PLUGGED IN: The full-text of 
several of Shakespeare's works are in electronic form at 
Dartmouth. The files are accessible through telnet 
NEW LISTS: 
Classical Music ......... CLASSM-l.@brownvrn.brown.edu 

.............................. CLASSM-L@Brownvrn.bitnet 
Mystery Genre .............. DOROTHYl@kentvrn.kentedu 

................................ OOROTHYl@kentvrn.bitnet 
John Milton .......................... MIL TON-L@urvax.bitnet 

................................. MII... TON-l@urvax.urich.edu 

NEW PUBLICATIONS OF NOTE 
Column Editor: Michael P. Olson 

Submissions are welcome (address on page 2) 

CGS = Charles G. Spetland (MoU) 
PDT = Frank DiTrolio (FU) 
KDB = Kurt De Belder (NNU) 
JKL = Jeffry K. Larson (CtY) 
MPO = Michael P. Olson (CLU) 
SL = Stephen Lehmann (PU) 

§ 

Agud, Manuel and Tovar, Antonio. Diccionario eli
mo16gico wasco. Reimpresi6n de ASJU XXII (1988) ... 
San Sebastian: Diputaci6n foral de Guipuzcoa, 1989-. 
[Vol.J I: A-Ardui. Various pagination. (Anejos del 
Anuario del seminario de filologia vasca «Julio de 
UrquijOJ~; Xill). 

Basque etymological dictionary with an introduction 
and commentaries in Castilian. [JKL] 

Anuario 1991. Madrid: Asociaci6n de la Prensa de 
Madrid, [1991].588 p. in ringbinder. ISBN: 84-87641-02-
4. Ptas 4934. 

Fourth annual edition of the Asociaci6n's profes
sional directory, covering its individual members, the 
daily press, reviews, radio, television, press agencies, 
press secretariats of public and private organisms, public 
relations agencies, cultural institutions (including selected 
publishers and libraries), miscellaneous services, and pro
fessional organizations, all-with the exception of the last 
category-in Madrid. [JKL] 

Autorenlexikon deutschsprachiger Literatur des 
20. lahrhunderts. Ed. Manfred Brauneck. Rev. & enl. 
new ed. Reinbek: Rowohlt, 1991. 883 p. ISBN: 3-499-
16333-0. 26.80 DM. 

Dictionary of twentieh-century German-language 
authors. [SL] 

Bassan, Femande, Donald C. Spirelli, and Howard A. Sul
livan. French Language and literature: an Anno
tated Bibliography. New York: Garland, 1989. 365 p. 
(Garland Reference Library of the Humanities; 954) ISBN: 
0824047982. $69.00. 

Updated (through 1st half of 1988) and expanded edi
tion of An Annotated Bibliography of French Language 
and LiteraJW'e (1976). [KDB] 



WESS Newsletter 

Biographical dictionary 0/ French political 
leaders since 1870. Ed. David S. Bell, Douglas John
son, Peter Morris. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1990. 
463 p. ISBN: 0130846902. $63.00. 

Half to full page entries, with short bibliographical 
notice. Name index. [KOB] 

Biographien z.ur deutschen Geschichte fon den 
Anfangen bis 1945: Lexikon. Ed. K. patzold. 
Berlin: Deutscher Verlag der Wissenschaften, 1991. 594 
p.3-326-00479-6. 85 DM. 

Biographical dictionary of German history to 1945. [SL] 

Blinn, Hansjiirgen. Informationshandbuch deutsche 
Literaturwissenschaft. Rev. ed. Frankfurt: Fischer, 
1990.434 p. ISBN: 3-596-10327-4. 19.80 DM. 

Handbook of infonnation sources in German literary 
studies. [SL] 

Bussmann, Hadumod. Lexilon der Sprachwis
senscha/t. 2d rev. and enl. ed. Stuttgart: Kr(jner, 1990. 
904 p. ISBN: 3-520-45202-2.42 DM. 

Dictionary of linguistics. [SL] 

Celma Valero, Maria Pilar. Literatura y periodismo 
en las re,islas del fin de siglo: Estudio e 
indices (1888-1907). Madrid: Jucar, 1991. 898 p. 
ISBN: 84-334-8301-3. Ptas 5030. 

A 108-page study of the ideas represented in 20 liter
ary and cultural reviews, followed by a chronological list
ing of each review's contents, indicating the genre or sub
ject when necessary, and an index of authors. [JKL] 

Cine para leer 1990. Bilbao: Mensajero, [1991]. 389 
p. (Colecci6n de cine Reseiia) ISBN: 84-271-1693-4; 
LCCN: 74-643262/r89. Ptas 1791. 

Annual review of the film year in Spain, prepared by 
the Equipo "Resefta"; started in 1972 at Editorial Raz6n y 
Fe. Includes critical and technical entries for films opening 
or revived in Spain in the year of coverage, indexes of 
films and directors, and a 7 -page current bibliography. Not 
listed by Ulrichs, Ebsco or Faxon. [JKL] 

Collin, P. H. ret a1.]. Dictionary of business, 
English-French/ French-English. Teddington: 
Collin, 1990. 351, 336 p. ISBN: 0-948-549-10-6. LCCN: 
GB 90-24335. £17.50. 

Offers "a basic vocabulary, with translations into 
the other language," with examples, covering "day-to-day 
business usage," purporting to give usage in Britain, the 
USA, France, and other English- and French-speaking 
countries. [JKL] 

Les Colloques du bicentenaire: Repertoire des 
rencontres scientifiques nationales el interna
tionales. Ed. Michel Vovelle. Paris: Decouverte/lnstitut 
d'Histoire de la Revolution Fran~aise/Societe des Etudes 
Robespierristes, 1991. 574 p. ISBN: 2-908327-37-6. FF 
150. 

Directory of 549 conferences on the French Revolu
tion held between 1984 and 1990, indicating themes and 
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publications, if any. Has geographical, name, and subject 
mdexes. [JKL] 

Corominas, Joan. Diccionar; etimologic ; com
plementari de la llengua catalana. fol. IX: V
Zum. Barcelona: Curial, 1991. 623 p. ISBN: 84-7256-
173-9 (entire wolk); 84-7256-354-5 (v. IX). 

Completion of Sheehy AD213. [JKL] 

Cortanze, Gerard de. Le Monde du Surrealisme. 
Paris: Henry Veyrier, 1991. 182 p. (Les Plumes du 
Temps; 41). ISBN: 2851995502. $35.00. 

Dictionary of surrealism. Many illustrations. [KOB] 

Deutsche Literatur in Schlaglichlern. Ed. Bernd 
Balzer and Volker Mertens. Mannheim: Meyers Lexikon
verlag, 1990. 516 p. ISBN: 3-411-02702-9. 38 DM. 

An illustrated history of German literature. With bib-
liographies and name index. (MPO] 

Dietionnaire des ministres de 1789 d 1989. Dir. 
Benoit Yvert. Paris: Perrin, 1990. 1028 p. $65.00. 

Dictionary of French government ministers since the 
French Revolution. Length of entries varies considerably. 
Dictionary organized by political period. Name index. [KDB 1 

Dictionnaire des philosophes antiques. Dir. 
Richard Goulet. Paris: CNRS, 1989. Vol. 1: 
Abam(m)on Ii Axiothea. 838 p. ISBN: 2222040426. 
FF 425. 

Monumental and highly scholarly enterprise. 511 
ancient philosophers included in the A volume. Provides 
dates (when possible), biographical infonnation and 
sources, bibliography. Extensive (100 p.) appendix on the 
topography and archeology of the Academy. Name and 
title index. [KDB] 

Dictionnaire du Grand SUcle. Ed. Fran~ois Bluche. 
Paris: Fayard, 1990. 1648 p. FF 1000. 

A major and massive interdisciplinary overview of the 
seventeenth century, extending to the death of Louis XIV 
in 1715. A collaborative effort of almost 250 specialists, 
the entries cover every conceivable aspect-historical, lit
erary, social, legal, artistic, military, etc-of the century, 
ranging from 15 columns for Louis XIV to 12 lines for 
the idiomatic phrase "en/ants perdus," which refers to sol
diers in the front ranks of attack. Indispensable. (PDT] 

Dictionnaire eneylopedique du Ihedtre. Ed. 
Michel Corvin. Paris: Bordas, 1991. 940 p. ll1. b/w & 
col. ISBN: 2-04-018456-2. $82.76. 

Guide to world theatre, with a French emphasis. 
through articles of varying lengths by over 200 scholars; 
has selective cross references, but no entries for dramatic 
works or characters. Contains bibliographies at the end of 
articles and in appendix, and selective indexes of persons, 
works, and "theatrical practice." [JKL] 

Directory of European Institutions. Ed. Gerhard 
Hitzler. London/Kfiln: Butterworth/C. Heymann, 1991. 
419 p. ISBN: 0-406-04511-9; 3-452-22052-4. $90.61. 
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A structured directory of staff in the institutions of 
the European Community and other important "co-ordi
nated inter-state organisations." Addressest telephone, fax 
and telex numbers are given for most offices, for some 
staff and for members of the European Parliament. Each 
section is preceded by a brief exposition of the purview 
and structure of the unit. No index. The publishers plan to 
regularly update and add to the Directory t and suggestions 
are welcome. [JKL] 

Le Donne della poesia: oltre il Jemminile. Ed. 
Domenico Cara. [Milano]: Laboratorio delle arti, 1991. 
361 p. L 35,000. 

Anthology of texts by over 100 contemporary Italian 
women poets of varying degrees of celebrity, with brief 
bio-bibliographies. [JKL] 

Europiiische Enzyklopiidie zu Philosophie und 
Wissenschaften. Ed. H. J. Sandkuhler. Hamburg: 
Meiner, 1990.4 vols. ISBN: 3-787-30983-7.478 OM. 

European dictionary of philosophy and the philoso-
phy of science. [SL] 

Ferrero, Ita I 0 , and Giorgio Anglesio. L'lnglese in 
America: dizionario di slang, eufemismi, 
espressioni colloquiali non ortodosse et proi
bitelinglese-italiano, italiano-inglese=A meri
can English: a dictionary of slang, euphe
misms, colloquialisms, non-orthodox and for
bidden terms/English-Italian, Italian-English. 
Milano: Mursia, 1991. 861 p. ISBN: 88-425-0335-5. L 
60,000. 

A dictionary of colloquial American words and 
phrases with definitions in Italian followed by illustrative 
quotes from contemporary authors t magazines and dictio
naries. Strong on Afro-American lexemes, weak on His
panicisms. The Italian-English section serves as a 100-
page thesaurus-index to the larger English-Italian part.[JKL] 

Frant;ois Villon, Bibliographie und Mate
ria lien , 1489-1988. Ed. Rudolf Sturm. Munchen: K. 
G. Saur, 1990. 2 vols. ISBN: 3598108923. 296 OM. 

Bibliography of and essays on Fran~ois Villon. [KDB] 

Friebertsh:1usert Hans. Xleines Hessisches Wiirter
buch. Munchen: Beckt 1990. 224 p. ISBN: 3-406-34192-
6.39.80 OM. 

Oictionary of the Hessian dialect. [SL] 

Gabel, Gernot U. and Gisela R. Gabel. La Lilterature 
frant;aise: bibliographie des theses de doctorat 
soutenues devant les universites autrichiennes 
et suisses,' Supplement 1976-1985 et additions. 
[Hiirth-Efferen:] Ed. Gemini, 1991. 41 p. (Bibliographien 
zur Romanistik; 4) ISBN: 3-922331-33-5. 14.00 OM. 

A ten-year supplement to the authors' 1981 main 
work of the same title covering 1885-1975.. [JKL] 

Gaillard, Gerald. Repertoire de l'ethnologie 
frant;aise: 1950-1970. Paris: Ed. du C. N. R. S.t 
1990. 2 v. ISBN: 2-222-04368-9. 600 F. 
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A directory of research and teaching in ethnology in 
France, listing for different institutions: the curriculat the 
names of participants and the subjects of their presenta
tions, publications and thesest conferences, activities of 
learned societies t research teams, etc. Vol. 2 contains 
indexes of personal names, subjects, places and institu
tions. [JKL} 

Gaillard, Roger. AUDACE: Annuaire a l'usage des 
auteurs cherchant un editeur. Vitry: CALCRE, 
1991. [3d ed.] 416 p. ISBN: 2-906018-02-3; ISSN: 0765-
2186. FF 270. 

A frank evaluative directory of 700 French publisherst 
indicating their editorial policy and subject coveraget as 
well as which are vanity press and the terms of the con
tracts they offer authors. A previous edition was reviewed 
in the WESS Newsletter, vol. XI t no. 2 (Spring 
1988). [JKL] 

Gemeentebibliotheek Rotterdam. Catalogue oj the 
Erasmus collection in the City Library oj Rot
terdam. New York: Greenwood Presst 1990. 678 p. 
(Bibliographies and Indexes in Philosophy; 2) ISBN: 
0313276986. $145.00. 

The "Gemeentebibliotheek van Rotterdam" holds the 
worldts largest collection of works by and about Erasmus. 
The catalogue is organized into four parts: [1] works by 
Erasmus; [2] works edited by Erasmus; [3] works about 
Erasmus: subject catalogue; [4] works about Erasmus: 
author catalogue. [KDB] 

Guida aU'editoria meridionale: gli editori, Ie 
librerie, Ie biblioteche. Ed. Carlo Ruta. Pozzallo: 
Cultura Nuova Libri, 1991. 241 p. L 28,000. 

Directory of publisherst booksellers and libraries by 
region, with short essays on the regions' booktrade and 
advertisements. [JKL] 

Handbook of French popular culture. Ed. Pierre 
L. Hom. New York: Greenwood Presst 1991. x, 307 p. 
ISBN: 0313261210. 

Sections by French and American contributors on 
advertising; comics; detective, mystery, spy fiction; edito
rial, political, gag cartoons; film; food and wine; love, 
men, and women; newspapers, magazines, feminine press; 
popular music; radio and television; science fiction; and 
sports. Each section contains a bibliography. Some sec
tions (e. g., love, men, and women) are thin and quite 
bland. Contains general sources bibliography and index. [KOBl 

Handbuch zur Kinder- und Jugendliteratur: von 
1570-1750. Ed. Theodor Bruggemann and Otto 
Brunken. Stuttgart: Metzler, 1990. 1296 p. ISBN: 3-476-
00611-9. 398 OM. 

Oictionary of children's literature, 1570-1750. [SL] 

Historikerlexikon: Von der Antike bis zum 20. 
Jahrhundert. Ed. Rudiger vom Bruch, Rainer A. Muller. 
Munchen: Beck, 1991. 379 p. ISBN: 3-406-33997-2. 28 
OM. 
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Dictionary of historians from antiquity to the twen-
tieth century. [SL] 

Italienische Literatur in deutscher Sprache: 
Bilanz und Perspektiven. Ed. Reinhard Klesczewski 
and Bernhard KOnig. Tubingen: Gunter Narr, 1990.255 p. 
(Transfer: DUsseldorfer Materialen zur Literaturaberset
zung; 2) ISBN: 3-8233-4081-6. 58.00 DM 

Surveys of German translations from the Italian; the 
papers, divided by genre and period, are by 22 participants 
in the April 1988 conference of the same name. Some 
contributions have end bibliographies or bibliographical 
footnotes [JKL] 

Klotz, Aiga. Kinder- und ]ugendliteratur in 
Deutschland 1840-1950: Gesamtverzeichnis der 
Veroffentlichungen in deutscher Sprache. 
Stuttgart: Metzler, 1990. Vol. 1: vii, 522 p. [Complete in 
6 vols.] ISBN: 3-476-00701-4. 298 DM. 

Comprehensive bibliography of German children's 
literature, 1840-1950. [SL] 

Lansard, Jean. Drieu La Rochelle, ou /a passion 
tragique de l'unite. Tome III: Drieu La 
Rochelle, bibliographie generale. Paris: Aux 
Amateurs de Livres, 1991. 483 p. (Collection des 
Melanges de la Bibliotheque de la Sorbonne; 17). ISBN: 
2905053062. FF. 200. 

Third and final volume of Lansard's 'these d'Etat' 
(Sorbonne, 1979). Extensive bibliography, but not anno
tated. Citations up to 1987. [KDB] 

Laurenti, Joseph L., Cattilogo bibliogrti/ico de la 
Iiteratura picaresca [sci. espanola] sig/os XVI
XX. Kassel: Edition Reichenberger, 1988 [1991 on back 
cover]. 605 p. (Teatro del siglo de oro: Bibliograflas; 10) 
ISBN: 3-928064-02-9. DM 280. 

An updated edition of Sheehy BD 1172, covering the 
Spanish genre from Lazarillo to Torres Villarroel, with 
name and subject indexes. [JKL] 

Letteratura italiana {v. 10}: Gli Autori; 
Dizionario bio-bibliogra/ico e Indici. Dir. 
Alberto Asor Rosa. Torino: G. Einaudi, 1991. 2 v. 
LCCN: 91-13135; ISBN: 88-06-11503-0 & -11504-9. 
L200,OOO. 

Brief biographical entries for the authors, anonymous 
and collective works, cultural institutions, and reviews 
with references to the discussion in the previous volumes 
of Letteratura italiana. Only vol. 2 seen. [JKL] 

Lexikon alte Kulturen. Ed. Hellmut Brunner et al. 
Mannheim: Meyers Lexikonverlag, 1990. Vol. 1, 704 p. 
[Complete in 3 vols.] ISBN: 3-411-07300-4. 185 DM. 

Dictionary of ancient cultures. [SL] 

Lexikon der Romanistischen Linguistik (LRL). 
Ed. GUnter Holtus, Michael Metzeltin & Christian 
Schmitt. Tiibingen: M. Niemeyer, 1991-. 8 vol. in 9. 
ISBN: 3-484-5020-9 (entire work). Band/Volume IV: 
Italienisch, Korsisch, Sardisch/Italiano, Cor-
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so, Sardo; & Band/Volume V,2: Okzitanisch, 
KatalanischIL'occitan, Ie catalan. $315.81 

The Romance counterpart to Sheehy Be 94, Lexikon 
der germanistischen Linguistik (LGL). Not a dictionary 
but a scholarly overview of Romance linguistics arranged 
in eight sections with chapters in Gennan, French, Italian 
and Castilian by several hands, each chapter comporting a 
selected bibliography. The last volume will consist of 
Indexes and Bibliography. [JKL] 

Lexikon der Schweizer Literaturen. Ed. Pierre
Olivier Walzer. Basel: Lenos, 1991. 520 p. ISBN: 3-
85787-206-3.48 DM. 

Dictionary of major Swiss authors and literary con
cepts (e. g., ''Emigranten,'' "ZUrich im 18. Jahrhunden"). 
Includes German, French, Italian, and Romansh contribu
tions. Bibliography, list of translations, author index. [rvIPO] 

Lexikon der Sekten, Sondergruppen und 
Weltanschauungen: Fakten, Hintergriinde, 
Kllirungen. Ed. Hans Gasper et al. Freiburg: Herder, 
1990. 1210 columns. ISBN: 3-451-21408-3. 98 DM. 

Dictionary of sects, special groups and philosophies 
~~w~~ ~ 

Lexikon des allen Handwerks: vom Splitmit
telalter bis ins 20. ]ahrhundert. Ed. Reinhold 
Reith. Munchen: Beck, 1990. 325 p. ISBN: 3-406-34470-
4.39.80 DM. 

Dictionary of crafts and trades from the late middle 
ages into thetwentieth century. ~SL1 

Literarische Gesellschaften in Deutschland: 
Ein Handbuch mit Einzeldarstellungen in Tex
ten und Bildern. Ed. Sven Arnold. Berlin: Argon, 
1991. 320 p. ISBN: 3-87024-164-0.42 DM. 

History of fifty-seven literary societies in Gennany. [MPO] 

Mercier, Alain. La Litterature /acetieuse sous 
Louis XIII, 1610-1643. Une bibliographie cri
tique. Geneve: Droz, 1991. 355 p. (Histoire des Idees et 
Critique Litteraire; 296). 

Bibliography devoted to facetious literature during 
Louis XIII's reign. Contains 812 annotated citations 
arranged by title. Includes a general index containing 
author, publisher and place of publication references, also 
refers to characters and geographical locations. [KDB] 

Mythologies. Compo Yves Bonnefoy. Chicago: Uni
versity of Chicago Press, 1991. 2 vols. ISBN: 
0226064530. $163.00. 

This is a "restructured translation" of Dictionnaire des 
mythologies et des religions des societtS traditionnelles et 
du monde antique. Main difference with the French origi
nal is that the 'non-ideological' alphabetical order has been 
given up for a more structured presentation. Excellent 
essays by French and international scholars. illustrated. 
Contains bibliographical notices and an index. [KDB] 
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Norsk Kvinnelitteraturhistorie. Ed. Irene Engelstad 
et al. Oslo: Pax Forlag, 1988- . 3 v. ISBN: 82-530-1433-
3. Ca. $105.00 (set). 

A history of Norwegian women's literature from 
1600 to the present. [MPO] 

Ober, Kenneth H. Bibliography of Modern Ice
landic Literature in Translation. Supplement, 
1971-80. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1990. 332 p. 
(Islandica; No. 747). ISBN: 0-8014-2475-5 $35.00. 

Supplement to the original work of the same title 
(Islandica; no. 40). Arrangement is different though, as 
entries are alphabetized by the Icelandic system, with addi
tional letters at the end of the sequence and authors filed 
by flrst name. [CGS] 

Poes(a gallega de hoy; antolog(a. Ed. Basilio 
Losada. Madrid: Visor/Ministerio de Cullura, 1990. 327 
p. ISBN: 84-7522-253-6. Ptas 2618. 

Selections from a baker's dozen of Galician poets, 
with facing-page translations in Castilian. Lists of 
authors' published volumes of poetry. [JKL] 

Quien es quien en el teatro y cine espalfol y 
hispanoamericano. Ed. Francisco Vega L. Barcelona: 
C.I.L.E.H. [Centro de Investigaciones Literarias Espafio
las e Hispanoamericanas]. c1990. 2 v. ISBN: 84-87411-
00-2. $290.00. 

Personal directory of Spanish language theater and 
film, showing production credits; includes a list of 
llseudonyms. A 2nd edition is announced for 1994 [JKL] 

Les Recherches sur la Revolution: un bi/an des 
travaux scientifiques du Bicentenaire. Ed. Michel 
Vovelle. Paris: Decouverte/Institut d'Histoire de la Revo
lution Fran~aise/Societe des Etudes Robespierristes, 1991. 
440 p. ISBN: 2-908327-36-8. FF 150. 

A present state of French Revolution studies by 
participants in the Seminaire d' histoire de fa Revolution 
fran~aise at the Sorbonne (1989-1990). [JKL] 

Repertoire des travaux universitaires inedits 
sur la periode revolutionnaire. eds. Paul Miraval & 
Raymonde Monnier. Paris: Societe des Etudes Robespier
ristes, 1990. 325 p. ISBN: 2-908327-35-X. FF 200. 

Bibliography in alphabetical order by author of 
almost 3,000 unpublished theses and other academic 
papers on the French Revolution. The entries indicate the 
institution where presented, the academic degree, the direc
tor, and location and format of copy. Includes the follow
ing indexes: "thematique," "geographique," "chronolo
gique," and by "centres de consultation," followed by a list 
of abbreviations of holding libraries and a geographical 
directory of the latter. [JKL] 

Rohrich, Lutz. Das Grosse Lexikon der Sprich
wlirtlichen Redensarten. New enl. ed. Vol. 1: A 
to Barn. Freiburg: Herder, 1991. 638 p. ISBN: 3-451-
22081-4. 148 DM. 

A dictionary of idioms and expressions. [SL] 

-9- Fall 1991 

Saenz-Badillos, Angel, & Targarona Borras, Judit. Dic
cionaro de autores judios (Sefarad. Siglos x
XV). C6rdoba: Ed. EI Almendro t [1988]. 227 p. 
(Estudios de cultura hebrea; 10) ISBN: 84-86077-69-9; 
LCCN: 91-182662. 

Brief bio-bibliographies of over 400 representative 
authors from Al-Andalus and Christian Spain, each fol
lowed by a brief secondary bibliography. Indexes of: 
"diversos elementos del nombre," "comunidades judias," 
and "cronol6gico por materias 0 actividades." [JKL} 

Sandnes, J~rn. Handbok i lokalhistorie: faget og 
metodene. 3d ed. Oslo: Universitetsforlaget, 1990. 141 
p. ISBN: 82-00-06685-1. Approx .. $32.00. 

New printing of a 1983 work intended as a concise 
guide and handbook to the study and methodology of 
Norwegian local history. Short, well-organized chapters 
on a variety of topics, including paleography, weights and 
measures, and dialects. Short bibliography. Sandnes is 
professor of history at the University of Trondheim and 
has served as editor of the journal Heimen. [CGS] 

Schuler, Peter Johannes. Grundbibliographie Mit
telalterliche Geschichte. Stuttgart: Verlag Franz 
Steiner, 1990. 198 p. ISBN: 3-515- 04635-6. 20 DM. 

Basic bibliography of medieval history. [SL] 

Sim6n Palmer, Maria del Carmen. Escritoras espalfo
las del siglo XIX: Manual bio-bibliogrtifico. 
Madrid: Castalia, 1991. (Nueva Biblioteca de erudici6n y 
crftica; 3) 834 p. ISBN: 84--7039-600-5. $60. 

A bibliography of writings (including translations), 
both monographic and in periodicals, by and about 19th
century Spanish women writers, involving ca. 2,800 
names and 5,000 bibliographic citations. Capsule biogra
phies are provided when possible. Includes indexes of 
names, subjects, periodicals cited, collective works, as 
well as a list of libraries consulted and a 2-page bibliogra
phy of bibliographies. [JKL] 

60 Catalan Language Women Writers Today. 
Ed. Iolanda Pelegri. Barcelona: Institucio de les Lletres 
Catalanes, 1990. 135 p. ISBN: 84-393-1346-2. 

Bio-bibliographies "on the occasion of the IV Interna-
tional Feminist Bookfair." [JKL] 

De staat van Nederland: Nederland en l.ijn 
bewoners: De opmerkelijke feiten en hun 
samenhang. Ed. Wilfried Uitterhoeve et al. Nijmegen: 
SUN, 1990. ISBN: 90-6168-330-0. Ca. $18.00. 

An illustrated, sociological history of contemporary 
Holland. [MPO] 

Stock, Janet C. Marcel Proust, a reference guide 
1950-1970. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1991. 565 p. (A Ref
erence guide to literature). ISBN: 0816189870. $47.50. 

Bibliography containing citations to 1350 books, 
chapters from books, journal articles, newspaper articles 
and unpublished doctoral dissertations devoted to Proust. 
Extensive annotations. Author and subject indexes. [KDB] 
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Den Store danske udtaleordbog_ Lars Brink let al.]. 
[Copenhagen]: Munksgaard, 1991. 1659 p. ISBN: 87-16-
06649-9. Approx_ $143.00. 

Comprehensive pronunciation dictionary covering the 
"Danish standard language" distinguishing between super
regional speech categories (High Copenhagen, Low 
Copenhagen, High provincial, Low provincial) rather than 
dialectical variation. [CGS] 

Thesaurus librorum Danicorum 15th and 16th 
century. Volmer Rosenskilde and C. J. Ballhausen. 
K¢benhavn: Rosenkilde og Bagger, 1987. 245 p. ISBN: 
87-423-0499-7. Approx. S37.00. 
Thesaurus librorum Danicorum 17_ I1rhundrede: 
Den lrerde tid. C. J . Ballhausen and Paul Johansen. 
K\1Ibenhavn: Rosenkilde og Bagger, 1990. 356 p. ISBN: 
87-423-0548-9. Approx. S34.00. 

Selective annotated bibliographies of Danish imprints 
beginning with the year 1482 (the year the ftrst book was 
printed in Denmark) and going through the 17th century. 
Extensive annotations and bibliographic notes. The earlier 
volume is in English, the latter in Danish. [CGS] 

Von Brandl, Willy bis Waigel, Theo: Daten 
zur Person: 200 Politiker aus West und OSI. 
Ed. Peter Rosenzweig et aI. Berlin: Verlag der Nation, 
1990.232 p. ISBN: 3-373-00462-4. 15.80 DM. 

Biographies of contemporary German politicians. [MPO] 

A. J. Walford, et al. The Working Languages o! 
Ihe European Communily: A guide 10 leaming 
resources. London: The Library Association, 1991. 208 
p. ISBN: 0-85365-809-9. $41.00. 

A down-sized update of Sheehy AD 154, with annota
tions of courses, grammars, dictionaries, and other works 
(including audio-visual); includes bibliographies of other 
guides and lists. JKL] 

Weigand, JOrg. Pseudonyme: ein Lexikon; Deck
namen der Autoren deutschsprachiger Erzliltlen
der Literalur_ Baden-Baden: Nomos, 1991. 282 p. 
ISBN: 3-789-02279-9.49 DM. 

Dictionary of German literary pseudonyms. [SL] 

Witte, Els, et aI. Politieke Geschiedenis van Bel
gie van 1830 lad heden. Antwerpen : Standard Uit
geverij, 1990. 416 p. ISBN: 90-02-18063-2. Ca.$26.00. 

A history of Belgium since 1830. With bibliography, 
name and subject indexes. [MPO] 

Wo Frauen sich Erheben: Dalen, Faklen, 
Adressen aus der allderen Hlil!le der Schweiz. 
Ed. Cathgerine Duttweiler et al. Basel: Lenos, 1990. 439 
p. ISBN: 3-857-87192-X. 42 DM. 

Women's directory of Switzerland: dates, fac ts, 
addresses. [SL] 

§ 
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PERSONAL AND 
INSTITUTIONAL NEWS 

Column Editor: James H_ Spohrer 
Submissions are welcome (address on page 2) 

Many thanks to all those who heeded the call to share 
biographical and institutional miles tones with readers of 
the Newsletler. Not least on many readers' minds was 
my threat to run a few pages from The Editor's CV in lieu 
of submissions .... Speaking of whom, our own Jeffry 
Larson has been elevated to the role of Bibliography 
Coordinator, with all the authority and influence which 
that exalted title usually implies, at the internissable Ster
ling Memorial Library of Yale University, a position he 
will hold for the next two years (or until Yevgeny 
Yanayev emigrates to New Haven). In his new role he 
will "get to handle all the trivia" which his colleagues in 
the Bibliography Department don't want to bother them
selves about in dealing with the newly-created Acquisi
tions Department. ... Of more moment perhaps, former 
WESS Chair Assnnta Pisani has accepted a new posi
tion as Librarian and Assistant Director of the Biblioteca 
Berenson at Villa I Tatti in Florence. In her new position 
she will be responsible for curatorial collection develop
ment as well as administration of fellowship, lecture and 
conference programs. Veterans of the Florence meeting in 
1988 remember with pleasure and gratitude the fruits of 
Assunta's Herculean efforts in organizing the conference, 
and we join her many friends and colleagues in wishing 
her well as she returns home to assume her new duties. 
She will return to Florence in summer 1992, and will be 
sorely missed by all her WESS associates. Vale, 
Assunta-<ld augusta per angusta . .. . Several publications 
of note by members have recently enriched the literature of 
Western European studies: Eva Martin Sartori (with 
Dorothy Wynne Zimmerman) has just published French 
Women Wrilers: A Bio-Bibliographical Source (Green
wood Press, 1991), which includes 51 essays on indivi 
dual women authors from the twelfth century A.D. to the 
present,as well as a collective essay on the trobairitz . ... 
Joyce Duncan Falk of Santa Barbara, California, 
communicated earlier this summer her publication of the 
chapter entitled "Humanities," outlining sixteen online 
databases, in Women Online: Research in Women's Stud
ies Using Online Databases (Haworth Press, \990). Ms. 
Falk also discussed "Intellectual Access to the Literature 
of Women's His tory in Electronic Databases," using 
examples from Spanish history, at the 17th International 
Congress of Historical Sciences in Madrid, Spain in 1990. 
That presentation was part of a day-long program on 
Computing and History which was co-sponsored by the 
Association for the Bihliography of History, and was 
excerpted from a longer study, "Information Retrieval in 
Women's History," available on ERIC . ... In a s imilar 
vein Julie Still of the University of Richmond reports 
that 'she read a paper entitled "Cultural Differences in 
Online Search Strategy Formation" last May 7 at the 
National Online Meeting in New York .... Stephen 
Lehmann (with Patricia Renfro) of Penn authored 
"Humanists and Electronic Information Services: Acccp-
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tance and Resistance" in College & Research Libraries, 
September 1991. ... With great pleasure we welcome two 
new Section members from New York: Kurt F. De 
Belder is Librarian for Western European Literature at the 
Elmer Holmes Bobst Library of New York University. 
Also at New York University, Ann Snoeyenbos is the 
new Reference Librarian for West European Social 
Sciences, in which field she selects as well. The former 
can be reached via electronic mail at 
debelder@acfcluster.nyu.edu, and the latter at 
snynbosa@acfcluster.nyu.edu .... And finally, a bit of 
housekeeping: in our last installment we reported that 
James Campbell of Virginia had painted his house. 
Counsel has advised us of the necessity of stating that Mr. 
Campbell's house was not in fact fully treated to resist the 
elements, nor was in fact paint or any paint-like substance 
applied in the treatment process, though there does appear 
to be some agreement on the fact that the object treated 
was in fact Mr. Campbell's. Some mention of siding was 
made, though it is not clear whether the siding in question 
may be attributed to Mr. Campbell's house or Mr. Camp
bell himself, nor is it clear to what part of Mr. Camp
bell's house or person the aforementioned siding pertains. 
The new WESS chair will appoint an ad hoc committee to 
study the issue. This space regrets the error, as well as 
ever having raised the issue. § 

1991 ATLANTA PROGRAM 

The 1991 WESS program, titled "European Unifica
tion, 1992: Impact on Information and Libraries," was co
sponsored by the College Library and the Law and Politi
cal Science Sections of ACRL. Support for the program 
was provided by ACRL, Chadwyck-Healey and K.G. Sauro 
The speakers were John McIntyre, Associate Professor of 
International Business, at the Georgia Institute of Tech
nology and trade advisor to the French government; 
WESS member James Campbell, North European Bibli
ographer at the University of Virginia; and Michael Hop
kins, Deputy Librarian of the University of Loughbor
ough. Program chair Robert Mareck welcomed the audi
ence and introduced the participants. 

Dr. McIntyre discussed the varying types of economic 
organization among states and the varying degrees of 
cooperation in each category. The 1992 objectives include 
the formation of a market with no legal, physical, or 
fiscal barriers to economic cooperation. This union should 
allow Europe to compete more effectively with the United 
States and Japan. Problems include the lack of a common 
European currency; V AT excise equivalency; and the 
widely differing levels of national expertise and values 
among member nations; the lack of a common language; 
recessions; staggered elections in different nations 
inhibiting cooperation among national leaders; and the fact 
that East European nations will seek membership and 
most likely be opposed by the EEC. 

James Campbell addressed the subject of West Euro
pean book publishing and exports. Campbell's crystal ball 
did not reveal huge changes in publication and export 
patterns due to unification. This is in part because of the 
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competition to books offered by other media that has 
already altered the patterns of publication. Publications in 
most European languages except for English and Spanish 
are basically for home consumption. Translations account 
for no more than 6% of European publications. Campbell 
further discussed distribution patterns; the possibility of 
economic restructuring through buyouts by 
conglomerates; and the harmonization caused by prices 
fIXed by the publishers and by VAT. Unlike the situation 
in the US, publishers set the prices for their books, and 
booksellers may not discount them. This is the theory; in 
practice, there are numerous exceptions, and prices are not 
enforced across national boundaries. Nine of the twelve 
West European nations involved have VAT, but it is 
variously administered and interpreted in different 
countries. Hannonization is aimed for by 1996 rather than 
1992. Campbell stated that, given all of these problems, 
only large book chains are seriously thinking in tenns of 
European unification. 

Michael Hopkins presented a paper, "Libraries and 
the Information Services Market in Europe." His two 
main objectives were (l) to present a general introduction 
to the ways in which the European Commission (EC) is 
currently trying to create a common market in Europe in 
which infonnation can flow freely across national bound
aries, and (2) to focus attention on the contributions that 
libraries should offer in this process. There are over 
100,000 workers in the electronic information sector in 
Western Europe, but the industry is still far behind that of 
the US. To address this perceived need, a program was ini
tiated by the Ee in 1987 to establish an internal informa
tion service market by 1992. It seeks to heighten the 
competitiveness of European agencies as suppliers of elec
tronic infonnation; to promote the use of these agencies; 
and to encourage and reinforce collaborations by members 
nations. 

In 1985, the EC adopted a resolution on collaboration 
between libraries in the field of data processing, noting the 
need for greater cooperation between libraries at a Com
munity level, particularly in relation to the linking of 
computerized catalogs. Specific library-oriented proposals 
include the following: (1) projects to create machine-read
able bibliographies; (2) projects for the additional integra
tion and linking of systems and standards; (3) projects to 
stimulate the provision of innovative library services 
using infonnation and communication technologies in 
smaller libraries; and (4) projects to encourage the devel
opment of prototypes of new technology-based products, 
services, and tools specifically for libraries and their more 
efficient management. Hopkins reported that European 
libraries have been the weak link in the West European 
technology train; systems developed in the United States 
will serve as models for such development Extensive 
cooperation and initiatives are needed on the national level 
to exploit new technologies and standards, and interna
tional cooperation can only make such growth possible. 
Hopkins said that Barbara Sloan, the infonnation officer at 
the Ee office in Washington D.C. could supply more 
detailed information on the projects and initiatives that he 
had discussed. 



WESS Newsletter 

Following the General Discussion, led by Member-at 
-Large Gail Hueting, WESS chair Eva Sartori convened 
the membership business meeting. She introduced the cur
rent and incumbent WESS officers and committee and dis
cussion group chairs. Stephen Lehmann announced that 
the Nijhoff Award is being awarded to Nancy Reinhardt 
(MH), who will be investigating Longfellow's book trip 
to the Northern European countries as a buyer from Har
vard. Larson reported for the Research and Planning 
Committee that Jeffrey Gardner from ARL, Ann Mathe
son from Scotland, and Benclik Rugaas, the head of the 
National Library of Norway, had met with the committee 
and had discussed problems with foreign acquisitions. 
Gardner discussed the current ARL project that is investi
gating the drop in the acquisition of foreign materials by 
American libraries. It suggests remedies such as improved 
collaboration among research libraries; long-term funding 
strategies on the national level; and the renewed funding of 
already existing government programs that have been 
neglected over the past six years. Dr. Matheson reported 
on the cooperative use of an adapted version of the RLG 
Conspectus in Europe [see her article in this issue]. 
Rugaas reported on projects such as bilateral arrangements 
between institutions and on consulting interlibrary loan 
librarians concerning the cost of access to materials. 

It was announced that Nedbook would sponsor the 
next European librarians conference and that Kathryn 
Gabriel will be a WESS observer to the conference in 
Amsterdam in 1992. By a show of hands the members 
present indicated a high level of interest. in a WESS con
ference in London in the next two or three years. Larson 
announced that the Newsletter, would begin carrying 
book reviews and that prices will be indicated when 
possible. The Newsletter will be published earlier. 

Kilton reported for the Publications Committee that 
Romer and Kaiser would continue to update the WESS 
Directory, and the Newsletter would carry a tear-off 
sheet annually to provide the opportunity for updates and 
new submissions. Paper copies of the directory are avail
able from Kaiser and the disk version from Romer. The 
WESS Officers Manual will be completed by 1992 Mid
winter. 

Blake Landor stated for the Classical, Medieval, and 
Renaissance Discussion Group that Susanne Roberts had 
reported to the group about the Medieval Academy of 
America's microfiche preservation project that she is coor
dinating. [For news of the College and Medium-Sized 
Libraries and the Germanists Discussion Groups, see the 
Discussion Groups rubric below.] Spetland reported that 
Bendik Rugaas, the National Librarian of Norway, had 
addressed the Scandinavian Discussion Group, and that 
Louis Pitsch mann will be the next chair. Cullars 
announced that the Romance Languages Discussion Group 
featured a panel discussion on Italian publication trends 
and acquisitions. Frank Di TroHo has been elected 
secretary/chair-elect of the group. 

Pankake reported that the 1992 Conference Planning 
Committee is planning a program on visual images, 
including film, comic books, and archaeological excava
tions, to be called, "Visual Images: New Accesses, New 
Uses, New Meanings." -John Cullars§ 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The following is an abridged synthesis of Diana 
Chlebek's minutes for the WESS Executive Committee 
Meetings of June 29 and July 2,1991. 

Rom Steemsma of Nedbook in Amsterdam addressed 
the first Executive Committee meeting. Speaking for 
Evert Overeynder, he discussed the second European Con
vention of Libraries and Communication, which will be 
held February 22-25, 1992 in Amsterdam. Kathryn 
Gabriel was designated observer at the second Executive 
Committee meeting. 

Sartori announced the results of the 1991 election: 
Ceres Birkhead, vice-chair/chair-elect; Jim Romer, secre
tary; and Tom Kilton, member-at-large. Mareck discussed 
final arrangements for the program on July 1, 1991, 
"European Unification, 1992: Impact on Information and 
Libraries." Chadwick-Healey and Saur were commended 
for their contributions toward the costs for the speakers' 
transportation and for continental breakfast at the meeting. 

Kilton reported for Lehmann regarding the ACRL 
Task Force on Section Newsletters, which he had attended. 
ACRL is concerned with the costs involved, overlap 
between section newsletters and College and Research 
Libraries News, the fact that some newsletters have not 
justified requests for extra pages or funding, and have not 
submitted requested documents on their internal operations 
in a timely fashion or at all. None of these issues concern 
the WESS newsletter. Sartori observed that the WESS 
Newsletter is considered a crucial means of maintaining 
contact with the WESS meHlbership, many of whom do 
not attend ALA meetings. Sartori praised Larson and 
Lehmann for the letter they wrote to Mary Ellen Davis at 
ACRL describing the benefits and costs of the newsletter. 

Fineman gave an update on the ARL Foreign Acqui
sitions Project. He reported that a grant had been obtained 
to help fund a study of the level of acquisitions of foreign 
material by U.S. libraries. A group of interested area stud
ies librarians will act as a sounding board for the project. 

Sartori reported on plans for WESS involvement in 
the European conference to be held in London in 1993 or 
1994. This conference will have the sponsorship of the 
British National Library and the participation of members 
of LIBER. Sartori will write Michael Smethurst at the 
British Library to tell him that there will be a planning 
committee to organize WESS participation that will meet 
at ALA in January 1992. Fineman will confer with 
Smethurst at the LIBER meeting in Zurich. A European 
Conference Planning Subcommittee consisting of Terry 
Allison, Chlebek. Kurt De Belder, Fineman, Gabriel, and 
Catharine Halls was appointed. 

Larson summarized the activities of the Research and 
Planning Committee. Jeffrey Gardner of ARL reported on 
the ARL project to address the declining collection of for
eign materials by North American libraries. A recommen
dation was passed that the WESS liaison task force on 
foreign acquisitions be authorized to act between meetings 
of the WESS Executive Committee. Barbara Walden was 
appointed to the subcommittee on foreign acquisitions. 

Kilton reported for the Publications Committee. It 
was recommended that any updating of the WESS 
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brochure be deferred until WESS has frrmer plans for the 
European conference and until the Florence Conference 
proceedings have been published. Chlebek and Bill Mon
roe will be responsible for updating the brochure to 
include reference to the new Romance Languages and 
Scandinavian Discussion Groups. The WESS Officers' 
Manual will be ready for review by the Executive Com
mittee by Midwinter 1992. There was a discussion of 
sales and promotion strategies for the WESS Occasional 
Publication No.3: WESS European Studies: Current 
Trends and Library Resources. The Florence Conference 
proceedings are scheduled for publication in two issues of 
. Collection Management in fall 1991 and spring 1992. 

The descriptions of reports from discussion group 
chairs will be found in the minutes on the WESS busi
ness meeting following the program [or in the Discussion 
Group announcements below]. WESS pre-conferences, 
either as an appendage to ACRL Conferences or indepen
dently, were discussed. A topic mentioned was training for 
librarians newly assuming collection development respon
sibilities; the focus would be on tools for selection in 
West European studies. Librarianship as an alternate career 
for Ph.D.s or A.B.D.s was another suggested topic. 

Announcements included the following: Tiblin 
reported that the Nijhoff company is pleased with having 
the recipients of the award that they sponsor give a public 
presentation on his or her research, and that this should be 
continued when possible. Sartori announced that she 
would attend the meeting of the MLA Advisory Board of 
Publication in New York in November. Larson reported 
that M.LA will publish a guide to scholarly presses. Kil
ton gave an update on the :MLA Scope and Overlap Pro-
ject and said that final reports from librarians are due by 
ALA midwinter. Fineman will attend a meeting of the 
LIBER Conspectus task force in Zurich in November 
1991, and he was designated WESS liaison to SALALM. 
Assunta Pisani was designated observer for the next meet
ing of LIBER. -John CulIars§ 

WESS DISCUSSION GROUPS 
Midwinter 1992 

WESS General Discussion 
The term Western Europe has long been used for geo

graphical jurisdictions as well as for area studies responsi
bilities. Is this term as an area studies designator still 
valid in the wake of the political events and changes in 
Europe since 1989 and in view of the evolving concept of 
European unity - i. e., Europe as a whole? What term or 
terms were used as area studies designators prior to the 
Iron Curtain separations? Will the geographical areas of 
responsibility for area studies librarians necessarily be 
altered as a result of these political changes? These and 
other similar questions will form the focus for the General 
Discussion at Midwinter. 

-Thomas Kilton (IU), Member-at-Large 
1408 W. Gregory Dr., Urbana, IL 61801. 

Tel.: 217-244-0483; E-mail: Kilton@UIUCVMD 
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Classical, Medieval, and Renaissance 
The topic of discussion for the Classical, Medieval, 

and Renaissance Discussion Group's Midwinter topic will 
be machine-readable texts: their role in library collections, 
their impact on research, their cost versus utility, etc. Eric 
Calaluca, Vice President of Chadwyck-Hea1ey, Mark Jor
dan, Coordinating Editor of the Patrologia Latina 
Database, Marianne-Gaunt, Associate University Librarian 
of Rutgers University and former Acting Director of the 
National Center for Machine-Readable Texts, and Michael 
Neuman, Director of Georgetown University's Center for 
Text & Technology, have agreed to discuss these and 
related issues with the group . 

-Blake Landor (FU), Chair 
Tel.: 904-392-4919; E-mail: blaland@nervrn.bitnet 

College & Medium-Sized Libraries 
Members of the College & Medium-Sized Libraries 

Discussion Group are now collecting citations to signifi
cant 1990 non-literary titles in Western European lan
guages. The group's 1989 list is scheduled to appear in 
Choice this fall. WESS members interested in contribut
ing to existing lists, or helping us extend our coverage 
into new areas, should bring their suggestions to our 
midwinter meeting or contact project coordinator, Tom 
Izbicki, Milton Eisenhower Library, Johns Hopkins Uni
versity, Baltimore, MD 21218. Members are asked to 
recommend their favorite English and European language 
reviewing media with an eye to future Choice publication. 
Anyone unable to attend our Midwinter meeting can send 
suggestions to me. The announced topic for our Midwin
ter discussion is the value of foreign approval plans in the 
college and medium-sized library context. 

-Peter Allison, Babbidge Library, US-CD 
Univ. of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 06269 

Tel.: 203-486-6027; E-mail hbladm81@uconnvm.bitnet 

Germanists 
At our summer meeting Dr. Klaus Saur of the pub

lishing firm K. G. Saur presented a spirited talk on the 
current publishing situation in the unified Germany. 
Frances Allen presented an update on changes in L.C. 
geographic subject headings with regard to changes 
involving the German reunification, and Dick Hacken 
reported on progress to date of the RLG Long-Term Ser
ials Project in German Language and Literature and the 
work underway to produce a union list of serial holdings. 

For the upcoming Midwinter meeting Gail Hueting 
and James Campbell have kindly agreed to launch a dis
cussion on catalogs of German libraries commercially 
available in microtext as well as electronic database for
mat. Michael Olson of U.C.L.A. and Margaret Krewson 
of L.C. will present reports on recent conferences on top
ics of interest to Germanists. 

Barbara Walden has just been elected Secretary/Chair
Elect of the Discussion Group. Her term as Secretary 
begins with the Midwinter 1992 Conference. 

-Thomas Kilton (IU) [address at left] 

Officers of WESS Discussion Groups are encouraged to 
submit announcements to the Editor in electronicformat. 
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Research & Planning Committee 

At the Midwinter conference, the Research and Plan
ning Committee will take up two main topics: the ARL 
foreign acquisitions project and WESS' s role in putting 
together its West European component; and plans for a 
possible future international West European librarianship 
and studies conference. For further infonnation please con
tact the committee chair, 

-Charles Fineman" Research & Planning Chair 
Collection Management Office 

Northwestern University Library 
1935 Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 60820-2300 

Tel.: 708-491-2919; FAX: 708-491-8306 
§ 

PUBLICATIONS OF 
WESS ACTIVITIES 

Proceedings of the 1988 Florence Conference 

The proceedings of the April 1988 Florence Confe
rence titled Shared Resources, Shared Responsi
bilities: Libraries and Western European Stud
ies in North America and Western Europe will 
be published in early 1992 as Volume 15, Numbers 2-4 of 
Collection Management. This volume (a single bib
liographic unit, ISBN: 1-56024-266-3) will be available 
for separate purchase in hardbound copy for $49.95, $2.75 
for US postage and $3.75 for UPS. Pre-paid orders may be 
sent to Haworth Press, Order Dept., 10 Alice St., Bing
hamton, NY 13904. Inquiries can be made with 1-800-
342-9678. 

Western European Studies: 
Current Trends and Library Resources 

(WESS Occasional Publication, No.3) 

ALA Publishing Services still has copies of these 
proceedings of the WESS Annual Program in Dallas, June 
1989. $26.95 for ACRL members, $29.95 for non-ACRL 
members. Send pre-paid orders to: ALA Publishing Ser
vices, Order Dept., 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. 

List of significant European non-literary titles 

The College and Medium-Sized Libraries Discussion 
Group's annotated list of significant European non-literary 
titles will be published in the December, 1991 issue of 
Choice. Pre-paid orders for copies of this issue ($8.00 
hard copy; $2.50 for offprint) may be sent to Choice, 100 
Riverview Center, Middletown, CT 06457. 

Are you wont to say, 
<<La chair est triste, heias! et j' ai lu taus les livres»? 
... Then annotate one for the WESS Newsletler. 
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WESS CANDIDATES STATEMENTS 
With the cooperation of the WESS Nominating Commit
tee chaired by John Cullars. we are pleased to present the 
following statements from candidates for Section offices 
in the 1992 elections. The usual resume information will 
accompany the ballots mailed from ALA in the spring, 
and results will be announced at the Annual Meeting. 

Candidates for Vlce-Chalr/Chalr-Elect 

Richard Hacken (UPB) 
The aphorist Lichtenberg once asked the rhetorical 

question: "Wenn ein B uch und ein Kopf zusammen
stossen, und es klingt hohl, ist das allemal im Buch?" 
(When a book and a head collide and there is a hollow 
sound, is that the book's fault?) A parallel situation char
acterizes the flrst two or three years that I grazed my way 
through WESS meetings, listening in awe at others' 
expertise in matters tying together Western Europe and 
librarianship but sensing a considerable void in my own 
cranium. Alternately, I felt disgust at how far afield the 
discussions sometimes ventured into what seemed like 
petty parliamentary pedantry. In short, I regarded the fIrst 
few ALA conferences I attended as half junket, half atti
tude-readjustment-weekend. 

In the seven or eight years since, though, I have grad
ually grown in the profession by hanging unto the coat
tails of those WESS members I respect and by daring to 
get involved, to make mistakes, and to try again. In the 
process, I've come to see what great potential WESS na'2. 
as a group, especially as we attempt to bring together the 
information heritage of the Western European past and 
present with the telecommunications of the future. As for 
the pedantry, I've come to see that any cooperation and 
progress in the advancement of European Studies librar
ianship on the national and international levels come at 
the price of slogging through a few bogs of bureaucracy. 
But even that slogging is often transcended by the indivi
dual efforts and achievements of WESS members-
newsletter editors, committee chairs and members, pro
gram organizers, conference planners. The main tenet of 
my candidacy is a willingness to roll up my own cuffs and 
wade, assisted by those who have already successfully nav
igated the bogs. 

James H. Spohrer (CU) 
Why would anyone want to run for WESS chair? 

Apart from the trappings of power, the job has little in 
the way of real authority to recommend it. You do get to 
travel to exciting places like Atlanta and Miami and adju
dicate impassioned debates on the ethical implications of 
eating the vendors' hors d'oeuvres, but on the whole the 
position is, well, rather ceremonial. At most, you can 
appoint a friend (or enemy) to the committee of your 
choice. 

And yet there is something to this business of being 
asked to run. As a fonner chair of the Nominating Com
mittee I remember the painful process of wooing candi
dates for all the offIces, but mostly for Chair, and of lis
tening to the earnest, unassailable and interminable argu-
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ments of less-than-eager members enumerating all the rea
sons why, though they'd like to, now just wasn't really 
the best time for them to run. 

Still, the Section needs two candidates for chair, and 
in view of all that my association with it has given me
not less than a renewed faith in the profession and a desire 
to continue in its practice-it is little enough to accept 
the nomination. I do so with humility, gratitude and a 
sense of obligation to all its members. 

My qualifications? An acid tongue and a heart of gold, 
which add up to a terrible pH problem. My view of the 
issues? Avoid getting stuck with the Association's pro
jected $900,000 deficit; save the Newsletter from its 
master, ACRL; try to get WESS involved with ARL's 
survey of the level of foreign acquisitions in US libraries; 
proceed veeery cautiously on the question of a new inter
national conference (as of this writing, the Florence pro
ceedings have not yet appeared ... ). 

My platform is simple ... [Ed's note: there followed 
some Latin, of little interest to working librarians, that 
took the statement over the 300-word limit.] 

Candidates for Member-at-Large 

Catharine Halls (NN) 
I have worked in the Humanities Division of the New 

York Public Library (Research) since 1970, having pre
viously worked in the Circulating Libraries' Readers 
Adviser's Office and also in various branches. My main 
responsibilities now include reference assistance with read
ers (of all kinds!) in person or by phone, and selection of 
English literary materials published in the UK. I have 
attended ALA conferences since 1987,going chiefly to 
those meetings concerned with English literature in 
research libraries and to most WESS meetings, and I also 
attended the WESS conference in Florence. Other meet
ings that I have attended at ALA from their inception have 
been those held by the RLG English and American 
literature specialists group~ which have provided stimulat
ing discussions mainly of undercollected materials, their 
identification, and their locations; in many cases surveys 
have been undertaken of the holdings of different institu
tions, leading to consideration of possible recommenda
tions of collective responsibilities. 

My professional experience has been with popular as 
much as with academic literature, particularly in view of 
my earlier work in the circulating departments of Toronto 
Public Library and Manchester Public Library in England, 
and I have found this of particular value in attending the 
RLG meetings, and of course increasingly so in the con
sideration of the much-vexed question of the canon and its 
current fluidity, and also in practical everyday terms at 
NYPL when working with readers undertaking interdisci
plinary research. At the moment I feel that all this pro
vides fertile ground for me to explore further, in tenns of 
possible discussion at a future WESS programme. 

Craig Likness (TxSaT) 
My involvement in WESS has focused primarily on 

the activities of the College & Medium-Sized Libraries 
Discussion Group. I have been a participant since its for-
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mation and served as its first chair. A strong interest of 
mine is attracting librarians from smaller academic set
tings to WESS programs and membership. I would like to 
see more WESS efforts which assist librarians in smaller 
settings build their collections and better serve their users 
with European interests. Such support seems all the more 
crucial during the difficult financial times facing us in the 
decade ahead I have also served on the WESS Nominating 
Committee and have held offices in the ACRL English & 
American Literature Discussion Group. 

I am an active WESS member for a variety of rea
sons: my job assignment, the section's proven record for 
strong conference programs, and the useful publications. 
But right at the top of my list of reasons are the interest
ing WESS members. In WESS one can meet, to my way 
of thinking, many stimulating, vital and often amusing 
librarians. Of course, some can be awfully opinionated at 
times, and a few perhaps a bit too officious, but they are 
rarely dull. That's important. I am honored to be invited to 
run for Member-at-Large. 

Candidates for Secretary 

Tom Izbicki (MdBJ) 
A major portion of the WESS agenda for the coming 

years will be cooperative collecting. This is connected to 
the ARL effort to secure new government funding to 
improve collections in an era of declining budgets. I have 
been a member of the subcommittee for liaison with ARL 
and am interested in seeing that endeavor succeed. Another 
important part issue of importance to me is the training of 
the next generation of Western Europe specialists, whether 
through conference programs or through workshops at 
library schools. 

Charles G. SpeUand (MnU) 
I am pleased to have the opportunity to be a candidate 

for Secretary of WESS. I have been a regular attendee of 
WESS programs and committee meetings since I began 
my membership in 1986. I have served as an intern on the 
Publications Committee, a member of the Newsletter 
Subcommittee, column editor for the Newsletter's "New 
Books of Note" feature and, most recently, Chair of the 
first Scandinavian Discussion Group. held this past sum
mer in Atlanta. My current position is that of Reference 
Services Librarian at the Wilson Library of the University 
of Minnesota. I am also the coordinator of the library por
tion of an on-going Department of Education Title VI 
grant for Western European Area Studies, overseeing 
expenditures for library materials and projects, and serving 
as liaison to Western European Area Studies Center fac
ulty. My personal interests include Norwegian and Danish 
history, in particular, 19th century travel literature. Given 
my background and practical familiarity with WESS acti
vities and administrative structure, I feel that I am well
suited for the office of Secretary. I would appreciate being 
given the opportunity to serve the WESS membership in 
this capacity and ask for your support in the upcoming 
election. § 
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WESS Officers, 1991-1992 

Chair: •.••••••••••..••••.•••.••.••••••.•.••.•.•.••.••.•• John Kaiser, Chief, Commonwealth Campus Libraries 
Pennsylvania State University Library 

1136 South Atherton Streett State College, PA 16801 
Tel: 814-863-1561; FAX: 814-865-3665; E-mail: jrk@psulias.bitnet 

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: ••••.••••• Ceres Birkhead 
Reference, Room 316 Marriott Library 

University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 84112 
Tel: 801-581-6329; FAX: 801-581-4882 

E-mail: cbirkhea@utahlib.bitnet 

Secretary: •.•••.••.•••.••••.••••..•..•.•• Jim Romer 
Head Acquisitions Librarian 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro 
232 Colonial Drive, Burlington, NC 27215 

Tel: 919-334-528; FAX: 919-334-5097 
E-mail: romerj@uncg.bitnet 

Member-at-Large: ••••.••.•••••••.••••• Tom Kilton 
Assistant Modern Languages & Lingustics Librarian 

University of lllinois Library 
712 W. Delaware St., Urbana, n.. 61801 

Tel: 217-244-0483 
E-mail: kilton@uiucvmd.bitnet 

Past Chair: .•••••..••••••••...••••.••.••• Eva Sartori 
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