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ACRL Decides Fate 
of Section Newsletters 

—Stephen Lehmann (PU) 
What follows is a brief summary of the activities at the 

Denver Midwinter Meeting relating to the ongoing struggle of 
the section newsletters for their survival in ACRL. 

Background: At the very end of the San Francisco ALA 
meeting in 1992, the ACRL Executive Board voted to cut fund
ing for the newsletters in half, thus limiting them to one 8-
page issue for the year. (The Executive Board took this action 
without consulting the ACRL Publications Committee, in fla
grant violation of its own procedures.) 

Shortly before the Denver Midwinter meeting, an ad hoc 
ACRL Task Force on Publications chaired by Mike Kathman 
forwarded its report to the ACRL Executive Board. The report 
recommended, among other things, that section newsletters be 
phased out and migrate to electronic form, presumably with no 
financial support from ACRL. Opposition from the sections 
was strong and swift. The Activities Section Council passed a 
strongly critical resolution on Saturday morning. That after
noon a large number of newsletter supporters from the sections 
turned up at the ACRL Executive Board meeting to express 
ihcir unhappiness with the Task Force's recommendations. 
Nevertheless, the Board passed a motion "to accept the Report, 
to have the Executive Committee explore ways to implement 
the recommendations and report back to the Board." At a meet
ing Monday morning (also attended by two members of the 
ACRL Executive Board), the section newsletter editors passed a 
resolution asking the Board to involve the newsletters in their 
discussion regarding implementation of the Task Force recom
mendations. At its meeting on Tuesday the Executive Board 
voted to accept the resolution of the newsletter editors and also 
established a Task Force on Membership Communications, 
charged with recommending a plan to use electronic communi
cations to replace ACRL printed publications as appropriate. 

Before leaving Denver, the ACRL Board of Directors voted 
to restore funding for two 8-page section newsletters, pending 
final approval of the budget in New Orleans. 

Where does this leave the section newsletters? It is clear 
that in the long-term they will be distributed electronically 
rather than in print form. The question is when, and how the 
transition will be managed. The ACRL staff has been helpful 
and supportive, but working with the Association's own elected 
leadership—getting them to deal seriously with grass roots con
cerns and with the diversity of membership needs—has been a 
tiresome struggle, and the results have been uncertain at best. 
We have succeeded, for the moment, in getting their attention, 
but further positive action will require sustained and concerted 
pressure from the sections. If the immediate past is any indica
tion, it is difficult to be hopeful. ~ 
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Statements of ACRL Candidates for 
Vice-President/President-Elect 

[Believing that our section members, and doubtless those of 
other sections as well, would be very interested to learn the 
views of ACRL presidential candidates on the future of the 
section newsletters, both in terms of substance and of process, 
we invited them to submit brief statements. —Ed.] 

Michael D. Kathman, Director (MnCS) 
The way in in which newsletters and other periodicals are 

published is changing and will continue to change. ACRL, due 
to both budgetary considerations and the nature of changing 
technology, must also look at changing its publishing meth
ods. Section newsletters are not all alike and as a result there 
cannot be a single statement for all newsletters. WESS's 
Newsletter is actually more of limited audience journal than a 
newsletter. For WESS, the current method of publication is 
probably the best at the moment, but just as other sections need 
to explore alternative methods of delivery that fit their needs, 
WESS needs to look at them, too. This exploration needs to 
begin now if changes are to be made in the next 3 to 5 years. 

What I am interested in is an orderly change, if that is 
appropriate for a particular newsletter, or a well-thought-out 
decision for no change. I believe it is better to plan for the 
future than to have it dictated. 

Susan K. Martin, Director (DGU) 
First, appropriate communications mechanisms are impor

tant for facilitating discussion among colleagues who share 
common concerns. The format of that communication is not as 
important as its effectiveness. The recent and widespread use of 
the Internet as a communications vehicle means that, increas
ingly, members of our profession are able to both receive and 
send information and messages in a manner unheard of two or 
three years ago. Many people now read their e-mail before read 

(Cont'd on page 3) 
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The WESS Newsletter is issued 
twice a year (Spring and Fall) by the West-
ern European Specialists Section of 
the Association of College and Research 
Libraries, a division of the American Library 
Association, and is sent to individuals and 
institutions whose names appear on the Sec
tion's membership list. The Newsletter 
welcomes contributions from readers in all 
relevant subjects. Articles, items of news 
and correspondence pertaining to the 
Newsletter should be sent to the editor and 
to the appropriate column editor, preferably 
in electronic format. 

Members of the Advisory Committee 
who assist in organizing the Newsletter 
are: Stephen Lehmann, Chair (PU), Peter 
Allison (CtU), Sandra Fraser (NNU), Gail 
Hueting (IU), Craig Likness (TxSaT), 
Michael P. Olson (CLU), and Julie Still 
(PCW). 

Copies of back issues of this News
letter, including the publication issued by 
the Western European Specialists Discussion 
Group under the title Western European 
Language Specialists Newsletter, 
may be obtained by writing to the Headquar
ters Librarian, American Library Associa
tion, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 
60611-2795. There is a fee for each page 
photocopied. Neither the editor nor the 
Headquarters Librarian can supply copies of 
the original issues. 

Publication and distribution of this 
issue of the WESS Newsletter have been 
made possible by much appreciated support 
from the Association of College and 
Research Libraries (Jacquelyn McCoy, Pres
ident). The editor wishes to acknowledge the 
technical and material assistance of the Yale 
University Library and especially of its Sys
tems Office. 

© American Library Association, 1993. 

FALL 1993 DEADLINE 

The deadline for submitting copy to the 
Newsletter editor for the Fall 1993 issue 
will be October 9, 1993. Column editors 
should receive their copy by at least Septem
ber 25, 1993. 
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ACRL Candlates' Statements (com'd from page 1) 
ing their professional journals and newsletters, although the lat
ter is certainly not disregarded. 

The above analysis would suggest that sections producing 
newsletters may want to consider carefully moving toward elec
tronic communication. This direction is encompassed with the 
ACRL strategic plan and the priorities of the officers of the 
division. 

Secondly, not all newsletters are alike; some contain 
article-like information while others are more "newsy." For this 
reason, it is reasonable that the officers of the division and sec-
lions consider individually each publication and the nature of its 
contribution to the profession and the association. The disposi
tion of each newsletter should reflect that assessment. 

Finally, after many years of creating organizational struc
tures and never needing to say no to any part of its con
stituency, ACRL and its membership may have to work 
together in the coming years to make unpleasant decisions 
about what parts of its program do the most good for the largest 
number of members, in an effort to rationalize limited funds. 
In the case of such financial exigencies, newsletters must come 
under review just as do every other part of ACRL's program for 
its members.» 

EUROPE IN BITS AND BYTES 
Column Editor: Julie Still 

Contributions on electronic resources and services 
are welcome (address on page 2) 

Update on Major Scandinavian 
Electronic Resources 

—Charles G. Spetland (MnU) 
c-spet@vml.spcs.umn.edu 

Remote access to a number of library catalogs in the 
Nordic countries has been possible for some time. Many of 
these OPACs are associated with smaller and younger collec
tions and institutions, primarily dealing with scientific or tech
nical literature. In the recent past however, more resources of 
interest to scholars, students and librarians in the humanities 
and social sciences have become available. For all intents and 
purposes, the latest years of the national bibliographies of all 
five of the Nordic countries are now available in online form, as 
are several library utility files of great potential value to selec
tors, catalogers and reference librarians in North America. Peri
odical indices, subject bibliographies and archival and special 
collection inventories for a number of collections are also 
available. 

DENMARK 
REX is the Danish online information resource for Det 

Kongelige Biblioteket, most of the libraries of K0benhavns 
Universitet and associated institutions, covering collections in 
the humanities, social sciences and theology. Generally speak
ing, REX contains records for books, serial titles and printed 
music acquired since 1980, corresponding to the individual cata
logs of the various participating faculties, libraries and divi
sions within libraries. One can search the catalog as a whole, 
but also any number of individual segments or selected combi
nations. The "Danske Samling" contains the printed literature 
of Denmark in the broadest sense, including items printed or 
published in Denmark; items published abroad but having 
something to do with Denmark (corresponding in part to Dania 
Polyglotta)', items from or about Norway and Iceland and/or 

written by Norwegians or Icelanders within the areas of humani
ties, social sciences and theology; and items pertaining to 
Slesvig/Holsten. Other more specialized segments include: the 
catalog of the depository collections of intergovernmental orga
nization publications at Det Kongelige Bibliotek; catalogs of 
the manuscripts, theater, music, and law divisions; and 
KVINFO, the center for cross-disciplinary women's studies in 
Copenhagen. 

To access REX, Telnet to: rex.bib.dk. At the "connected 
to dkb" prompt, hit Esc key (or alternatively F5 key). At the 
"att" prompt, type in 'rex' and Enter. You should now have the 
welcome screen, prompting you to type in lkb rex' and Enter to 
continue. Search protocol is quite sophisticated, with many 
searchable fields and display options. All prompts, codes, 
instructions and help screens are in Danish, but an English 
summary guide is available by typing the command '?guide'. 
Descriptive and directory information as well as service hours 
for the many collections covered by REX are also included as 
menu options. 

NORWAY 
Universitetsbiblioteket i Oslo offers a wide variety of 

databases through the university's computing services. The files 
of primary interest are those offered as UBO:BOK, including; 
BOK, 1971 to date (the online version of Norsk bokfortegnelse, 
the Norwegian national bibliography); NOTA, or Norske tid-
skriftartiklar, selected citations to articles in approximately 400 
Norwegian periodicals, 1980 to date; HIST, Norsk historisk 
bibliografi, containing items from both BOK and NOTA; and 
SAMBOK, the union catalog of holdings of approximately 300 
Norwegian libraries. 

Listings of forthcoming and newly published materials are 
also available. Through a different search system called TRIP, a 
wide variety of highly specialized databases are offered, includ
ing inventories of the theater history collection, rare books, 
incunabula and printed music scores. Online access to these 
resources is restricted to registered users, but an account can be 
arranged at a very reasonable cost. Much of this data has been 
transferred to CD-ROM formal and is available for purchase, 
also at very reasonable prices. For more information, contact: 
Universitetsbiblioteket i Oslo, Bibliografisk avdeling, Drift-
skontoret, 0242 OSLO. 

BIBSYS, a utilities database shared by the Norwegian 
National Library and the university and research libraries of 
Norway, is available in a limited way via the BITNET network. 
The large union catalog of the holdings of these libraries can be 
searched, albeit crudely, by sending keywords in the subject 
field of a BITNET message to the system. Your search results 
will be returned, in the form of an e-mail message. For more 
information, send an 'info' command in the subject field of a 
BITNET message to: genserv@nobibsys. 

SWEDEN 
LIBRIS, the shared integrated online system based at 

Kungliga biblioteket, contains cataloged holdings (incomplete) 
of approximately 70 Swedish academic research and special 
libraries. The database is now the basis of production for 
Svensk bokfdrteckning, the national bibliography, and Svensk 
tidskriftsforteckning, the bibliography of Swedish periodicals. 
The national bibliographies of printed maps, music and gov
ernment publications are also derived from this system. Regis
tered users of participating libraries also enjoy the circulation 
and interlibrary loans applications of the system. Remote users 
must pay a small fee to acquire a user id and password. Portions 
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of the database are also available for purchase in CD-ROM for
mat. For more information on the use of LIBRIS, contact 
Goran Skogmar at skogmar@libris.kb.se. 

FINLAND 
FENNICA, the online version of Suomen kirjallisuus 

(the Finnish national bibliography) and the catalog of Helsingin 
Yliopiston, is available by Tclnetting to: hyk.helsinki.fi. 
Al the first prompt, respond with 'hello yourname.user.clasOl' 
and Enter. At the next prompt, select '10' for vtlOO and Enter. 
At the 'Anna kokoelmcC prompt, respond with '100' and Enter. 
Once you are in, you can change the command language to 
English or Swedish by entering 'Hang V or 'Hang 3' 
respectively. 

ICELAND 
GEGNIR, the Icelandic database of LandsWkasafn Islands 

(the National Library) and H5sk<51ab<5kasafn (the University 
Library) in Reykjavik can be accessed at: 130.208.165.16.s 
Enter 'bokasafn' at the first prompt. 

Many of these Nordic databases, as well as a variety of 
other electronic resources, are available through the web of 
international networks. NORDUnet is the "umbrella" net for 
the various Nordic academic networks: DENet(Dcnmark), 
FUNET(Finland), ISnet(Iceland), UNINETT (Norway) and 
SUNET (Sweden). All are readily accessible via the growing 
array of gateways, perhaps most easily through "Gopherspace." 

New Electronic Discussion Group 
for Nordic Studies 

An electronic discussion group for scholars with academic 
interests in any aspect of Scandinavian and Nordic studies has 
been established. The group is called DISC-NORDIC and 
will be maintained and archived at the University of Minnesota. 
To subscribe, send an e-mail message to: d isc-nordic-
request@mail.unet.umn.edu. In the message, say that 
you want to subscribe to DISC-NORDIC and supply your e-
mail address. You will receive more information with the con
firmation of your subscription. 

O T H E R E - N E W S : 

New Discussion Groups 
Medieval English Literature medevlit@siucvmb.bitnet 

medevlit@siucvmb.siu.edu 
Chaucer chaucer@unlinfo.unl.edu 
Welsh Language welsh-l@irlearn.bitnet 

welsh-l@irlearn.ucd.ie 
Early English Drama reed-l@epas.utoronto.ca 

New Resource List Available 
Veteran WESS'er Erwin K. Welsch (WU) has compiled a 

list of electronic sources for Western European history. It has 
been added to the FTP archive as Mississippi State 
(ra.msstate.edu) in the subdirectory docs/history/resources. For 
further information contact Erwin Welsch at 
EWclsch@WISCMACC.Bitnet or 
EWelsch@vms.macc.wisc.edu. 

CD-ROM News 
The Catalogue Collectif National des publications en strie, 

Myriade, is available from Chadwyck-Healey, Inc. 
The FRANCIS cd-rom now has an American distributor, 

Engineering Information, Inc. (800-221-1044). 
—Julie SU11 (PCW)= 

NEW PUBLICATIONS OF NOTE 
Column Editor: Michael P. Olson 

Submissions are welcome (address on page 2) 

KDB = Kurt De Bclder (NNU) 
JKL = Jeffry K. Larson (CtY) 

MPO = Michael P. Olson (CLU) 
SFR = Susanne F. Roberts (CtY) 

Ackerl, Isabella, and Friedrich Weissensteiner. Osterrcichi-
sches Personen Lexikon. Vienna: Ueberreuter 1992. 552 
p. 3-8000-3464-6. 89DM. 

Encyclopedia of some 1,600 important Austrians since 
1918. [MPO] 

Aulestia, Gorka. Basque-English, English-Basque dic
tionary, by Gorka Aulestia and Linda White. Reno: Univer
sity of Nevada Press, cl992. x, 669 p.: map; 19 cm. (The 
Basque series) ISBN 0874171784; LCCN: 91-44306. $12.08. 

A pocket-sized condensed version of Balay AD76-77. [JKL] 

Bibliographie annuelle du moyen-age tardii: auteurs 
et textes latins, vers 1250-1500. Vol. 1 (1991- ). 
Rassemble pour la Section latine de LTnstitut de recherche et 
d'histoirc des textes (CNRS) par Jean-Pierre Rothschild. Paris: 
Brepols, c l991- ; 25 cm. Some vols, published: Turnhout, Bel
gium. LCCN: sn92-19719. $58.25. 

This new annual aims to give rapid access to the increasing 
number of current studies, articles and reviews about the laic 
middle ages. Over three thousand citations are arranged alphabet
ically by medieval author and by text title. They are accompa
nied by a list of manuscript catalogs used, and indices of manu
scripts cited apart from catalogs, of incipits, explicits, and 
modern authors cited. [SFR] 

Bibliothek des Instituts fur Weltwirtschaft an der Univcrsital 
Kiel. Zentralbibliothek der Wirtschaftswissenschaften in dcr 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland. Bibliography on German 
Unification. Economic and social developments in 
Eastern Germany. November 1989 to June 1992. 
Compiled by Horst Thomsen and Frauke Siefkcs. Miinchen: 
K.G. Saur, 1993. 345p. ISBN 3598111479. 148DM. 

This bibliography with 3,387 titles is the product of the 
ECONIS database of the library and contains articles from jour
nals and books. Structured in 25 chapters, including economic 
reform, labor & employment, tax policy, and social problems. 
Contains subject, title, author and organization indices. All the 
titles are available at the library (call numbers are included) and 
can be requested through ILL or as photocopies. [KDB] 

Bivort, Olivier & Andre Guyaux. Bibliographie des Illu
minations (1878-1990). Paris: Champion-Slatkine, 1991. 
(Bibliothique de Literature Moderne, vol. 2) 458 p. 
ISBN 2051011788. FF450. 

This thorough bibliography contains 2 parts: an analytical 
part that is subdivided by poem giving information on anno
tated editions, references to commentaries on the whole and/or 
part of the poem; the general part of the bibliography gives the 
full citations of the references. [KDB] 

Breton, Jacques. Les Collections policUres en France. 
Au tournant des annies 1990. Paris: Cercle de la 
Librairie, 1992. 623p. ISBN 276540495X. FF220. 

Very useful for those interested in the French 'policiers\ In 
the first part a number of publishers and series of 'policiers' arc 
discussed in 8 essays. The final chapter gives an overview and a 
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bibliography of important bibliographies and critical works on 
the genre. The second part is a listing of titles published 
sincel986 grouped by publisher. Includes an author and collec
tion index. [KDB] 

Buridant, Claude. Bibliortho: essai de bibliographie 
raisonnie de Vorthographe franqaise et des 
systemes graphiques. Claude Buridant & Jean-Christophe 
Pellat. Strasbourg: Presses universitaires de Strasbourg, 1992. 
166 p. ISBN 2868203396. FF100. 

A second edition, "approfondi[e] et €largi[e]" of the authors' 
L' orthographe francaise dans tous ses itats: essai de bibliogra
phie raisonnie (1987). An annotated classed bibliography on 
French orthography; within each rubric the entries are in 
chronological order, so that it is easy to find the 50 or so titles 
from the reform debate of 1989-90. The last 24 of the 874 num
bered entries comprise a bibliography of bibliographies, mostly 
periodical. Includes an index of names. [JKL] 

Capelovici, Jacques, Guide du francais correct; pieges, 
difficultis et chausse-trapes de la langue franqaise. 
Paris: Archipel, 1992. 281 p. ISBN 290924122X. FF98. 

A moderately conservative prescriptive treatment of errors 
in French spelling, pronunciation and grammar, all in alphabet
ical order. [JKL] 

Consoli, Joseph P. Giovanni Boccaccio. An Annotated 
Bibliography. New York, Garland, 1992. {Garland 
Medieval Bibliographies, vol. 9) 484 p. ISBN 
0824031474. $50. 

Nicely annotated bibliography of secondary materials. Start 
date isl939, end date: 1986. Does not include editions and trans
lations of Boccaccio's work. [KDB] 

Costa, J. Almeida. Diciondrio da lingua portuguesa. por 
J, Almeida Costa e A. Sampaio e Melo; com a contribuicao de 
urn grupo de colaboradores especializados. 6. ed., corr. e aum. 
Porto: Porto Editora, 1992. 1810 p. (Dicionarios Editord). 
ISBN 9720050012. Esc 4900. 

Considerably augmented since its 5th edition (1977 etc.), 
this fat desk dictionary offers brief definitions, exiguous deriva
tions, no illustrative quotations, and in appendix, lists of for
eign terms and of abbreviations. [JKL] 

Czeike, Felix. Historisches Lexikon Wien. Vol. 1: A-Da. 
Vienna: Kremayr & Scheriau, 1992. xxiv + 623 p. 3-218-
00543-4. 140DM. 

Illustrated encyclopedia of Vienna. To be complete in five 
volumes. [MPO] 

Dansk T eater historic Ed. Kela Kvam et al. Vol. 1: Kir-
kens og kongens teater. Copenhagen: Gyldendal, 1992. 
279 p. 87-0014838-5. Ca. 299 DKK. 

Illustrated history of Danish theater until 1849 by contribu
tors Janne Risum, Bent Holm, and Elin Andersen. Bibliography 
and indices are outstanding. The second volume will treat the 
period from 1849 to the early twentieth century. [MPO] 

De Felice, Renzo. Bibliografia orientativa del fas-
cismo. Roma: Bonacci, 1991. (I Fatti della Storia, 
Strumenti di lavoro, 1) 584 p. ISBN 887573108X. $100. 

An impressive unannotated bibliography on fascism that 
however does not claim exhaustiveness but tries to orient the 
researcher who is not a specialist on the subject. The initial sec
tion list citations on 'il fenomeno fascista' in Italy and other 
countries, the other sections on politics, political economy, 
ideology and culture, the catholic church, internal opposition, 

colonial policy, the press, etc. focus exclusively on Italy. 
[KDB] 

Deutsche Rechtschreibung: Vorschlage zu Hirer 
Neuregelung. Ed. Internationaler Arbeitskreis fiir Orthogra-
phie. Tubingen: Gunter Narr Verlag, 1992. xxviii + 218 p. 3-
8233-4122-7. 38DM. 

Thorough treatment of standardizing written high German. 
Meant as a basis for formal discussions to be held at Vienna in 
1993. [MPO] 

Dictionnaire des journaux, 1600-1789 Ed. Jean Sgard. 
Paris: Universitas, 1991. 2 v. (xi, 1209 p.): ill.; 28 cm. (Dic
tionnaire de lapresse, 1600-1789; 1) Contents: A-I; J-V. ISBN 
2740000049 (set). $267.90. 

A monumental study and reference work. "Ce dictionnaire 
rassemble tous les penodiques de langue francaise publies de 
1600 a 1789..." 1267 bibliographic entries give complete title, 
dates, physical description, imprint, editors and contributors, 
subjects covered, indices, holding libraries, citations of reprints 
and secondary literature, and an historical notice. A 10-page 
postface offers a "Repartition et typologie des titres," and there 
are indices of: "collaborateurs," "lieux de publication," 
"imprimeurs et libraires," "auteurs citds," "r6dacteurs et princi-
paux journalistes," "chronologique," and "titres." [JKL] 

Dictionnaire des lettres franqaises: le Moyen age. 
Eds. Georges Grente, Robert Bossuat et al. Ed. entieremenl 
revue et nuse a jour sous la dir. de Genevieve Hasenohr et 
Michel Zink. Paris: Fayard/[Librairie G6n6rale Francaise], 
1992. 1506 p. (Encyclopedies d'aujourd' hui) (Le Livre de 
poche: la pochothique) ISBN 2253056626. FF175. 

A new edition, in a larger than "poche" format, of vol. I 
(1964) of Sheehy BD996, with 80% of the articles (all signed) 
"profond6ment remani6s ou .. entierement nouveaux." Catalan 
and some minor Latin figures have been omitted, and bibliogra
phies updated. [JKL] 

Dictionnaire des littiratures franqaise et itrangeres. 
Ed. Jacques Demougin. Paris: Larousse, cl992. xii, 1861 p., 
[144] p. of plates: ill. (some col.); 29 cm. ISBN 2035083044; 
LCCN: 92-220031. FF600. 

A "nouvelle Edition mise a jour" of Balay BD25, with 
much the same type-setting, in one volume instead of two. 
Some minor biographical updates, but no apparent biblio
graphic updating. [JKL] 

Dictionnaire des termes officiels: textes ligislatifs 
et riglementaires. 7e 6d. Paris: Delegation gdnerale a la 
langue francaise, Service de terminologie: Direction des jour
naux officiels, [1991] iii, 306 p. 30 cm. "Journal officiel de la 
Ripublique francaise, no 1468"—Cover. "Avril 1991." ISSN 
0767-4538. ISBN 2110729376. LCCN: 91-204028. FF150. 

The official word. A cumulation of general regulations and 
specific applications. Includes indices of French terms, foreign 
words (with their French equivalents), and improprieties and 
terms to avoid (and their suggested replacements). The back 
cover states: "Le service t£lematique correspondant au Diction
naire des termes officiels est a votre disposition sur Minitel en 
composant le 3616 code JOEL." The preface states that this 
title succeeds the Dictionnaire des neologismes officiels (1988), 
but later supplements (4-page fascicles) still bear the earlier 
tide. [JKL] 

Fernandez [Villaroel], David. Diccionario de dudas e irre-
gularidades de la lengua espadola: incorrecciones, 
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barbarismos, expresiones latinas, usos preposicio-
nales, ortograffa y conjugaciones. Barcelona: Teide, 
1991. 492 p. ISBN 8430780181. 3070 Ptas. 

A prescriptive, didactic (secondary level) dictionary of lin
guistic difficulties, with marginal illustrations a la Petit 
Larousse. Appendices include a list of (presumably non-prob
lematic) words not treated, personal names, rules of spelling, 
accentuation, punctuation, etc., numbers, and conjugation 
tables. [JKL] 

Fernandez del Ricgo, Francisco. Diccionario de escritores 
en lingua galega. Segunda ed. corr. e aum. Sada, A Corufla: 
EdicMs do Castro, 1992. 757 p.; 18 cm. ISBN 8474924650. 
2650 Ptas. 

An expanded, revised edition of the title whose 670-page 
first edition (1990) bears the same ISBN. Bio-bibliographies in 
Gallegan, rarely as long as a page, of Gallegan writers from all 
periods. [JKL] 

Frickx, Robert & Raymond Trousson. Lettres franqaises 
de Belgique: Dictionnaire des Oeuvres. Paris: Duculot, 
1988-1989. 3 vols. (/ Le Roman; II La Poe'sie; III Le 
Thidtre & L'Essai). ISBN 2801107824. Ca. $50 per vol. 

The dictionary is organized, as the title indicates, by work. 
The signed articles, contributed by specialists, go beyond the 
summarizing impulse and try to offer interpretative qualifica
tions and attempt to situate the work in a wider context. The 
dictionary is a product of a rare cooperative spirit between 
Dutch & French language universities in Belgium. Both the 
Soci6t6 d'Eludc des Lettres francaises de Belgique and the Fonds 
de la Recherche Fondamentale Collective have sponsored this 
publication . Includes author and title indices. [KDB] 

German Reunification: A Reference Guide and 
Commentary. Ed. Jonathan Osmond. Harlow: Longman, 
1992. 311 p. 0-582-09650-2. $85.00. 

In three parts: Part 1 gives a detailed chronology in 4 chap
ters from "The shape of Germany before 1949" to "The collapse 
of the communist regime in the German Democratic Republic 
(GDR)." Part 2 is a series of essays offering a detailed discus
sion of crucial aspects of reunification. Part 3 is a reference sec
tion giving easy access to information on individuals, political 
parties, institutions, geographic regions, and more. [Jim Cole, 
IaASl 

Guida delle biblioteche dei Pontifici istituti de 
studi superiori in Roma. Roma: GBE, Gruppo 
biblioteche ecclesiastiche, 1992. $8.84. 

This guide provides basic information about 27 libraries in 
Roman higher educational institutions which depend on the 
Vatican; these include universities, academies, faculties, col
leges, seminars and institutes of advanced study. Major entries 
give the name of the director, a brief history, information about 
hours, conditions of access, borrowing privileges, size of col
lection, and catalogs. Notices for smaller seminary and college 
libraries are briefer. There is a short index to the subject 
strengths of the various collections. [SFR] 

IUPI: Incipitario unificato della poesia italiana. Ed. 
Marco Santagata. Modena: Panini, [1988] 2 v. (xii, 1884 p.) 25 
cm. (Strumenti/Istituto di studi rinascimentali, Ferrara) LCCN 
89-186226. $163.60. 

"Uno strumento fondamentale per la ricerca. E l'indice uni
ficato in ordine alfabetico di circa 150.000 incipit della poesia 
italiana, dalle origini a tutto il Settecento, disseminati in quasi 

duecento diversi volumi di saggi e repertori" (publisher's blurb). 
[JKL] 

Labes, Bertrand. Guide Mont Blanc des prix et con-
cours littiraires. Paris: Cherche Midi, 1992. 332 p. 
(Collection guides et documents) ISBN 286274249X. FF110. 

A guide to awards offered to published works and manu
scripts in French-speaking countries. Directory entries indicate 
title, date of creation, sponsoring organization, eligible genres, 
type and amount of award, conditions of participation, and 
(often) names of the jurors. The major awards also have a brief 
historical note. Includes indices of titles of awards, genre, type 
and amount of award, jurors, and French dtpartements. Replaces 
Guide des prix litt6raires (Cercle de la librairie, 1966; see 
Walford 3:657). [JKL] 

Letterature iberiche: spagnola, catalana, ispano-
americana, portoghese, brasiliana. Ed. Stefano Arata. 
Milano: Garzanti, 1992. 457 p. {Strumenti di studio. Guide 
bibliografiche) ISBN 8811475120. L28.000. 

Joins the guides for other literatures in the series. Beyond 
reference works, lists historical surveys and author studies, 
anthologies, classic text series and editions, and periodicals. 
Each literature indicated (except Catalan which receives more 
limited treatment) is covered with signed chronological chapters 
following one on generalities and concluding with another on 
language. Index of names and of anonymous titles. A few 
omissions noted, especially in contemporary bio-bibliographi
cal dictionaries; should be used with care. [JKL] 

Lexikon Deutsch-JUdischer Autoren: Archiv Bibli-
ographia Judaicay Vol. 1, 1992-. (Complete in 16 vols.). 
ISBN 3598226802. 228DM per volume. 

A wonderful research tool with a wealth of information. 
The concept of "Autoren" is intended to be all encompassing: in 
her 'Vorwort', Renate Heuer states that "dcr Begriff Autor wurde 
im Wortsinn des lateinischen 'auctor' definiert, und es wurden 
in die Namenkartei des Archivs alle deutschsprachigen Judcn 
aufgenommen, die als Schriftsteller, Wissenschafller, Kiinsller 
order Personen des Offentlichen Lebens knapp zweihundcrt Jahrc 
deutscher Kulturgeschichte mitgeprSgt haben." A typical article 
gives personal information (dates, parents, spouse); precise 
information about education; 'Berufliche Stationen', disserta
tion, postgraduate positions, emigration information, research 
areas, professional positions held, awards; circle of friends; 
political engagement with names of organizations and quota
tions; zionistic engagement; 'Stellung zum Judentum' illus
trated with quotations; listing of journals to which the author 
has contributed; listings of 'Einzelbeitrage', 'GesprSchc u. Dis-
kussionsprotokolle'; listing of 'Nachlass', letters and archives; 
extensive listing of secondary literature (Sammclbandc, Einzcl-
verOfftentlichungen, Dissertationen, Biographien, Bibliogra-
phien, etc.); a very to fairly complete listing of primary liter
ature with quotations illustrating certain positions taken or 
ideas developed. For example, Theodor Adorno is treated in 
about 22 densely printed pages (82-103); Giinther Anders in 8 
pages (159-167); Hannah Arendt in 18 pages (169-187); Erich 
Auerbach in 5 pages (245-249). The articles are clearly directed 
to the specialized researcher, not to someone who wants to 
obtain a 1-page bio or a short overview of ideas. [KDB] 

Mazenot, Lucienne & Ghislaine Schoeller. Dictionnaire des 
femmes celebres de tous les temps et de tous les 
pays. Paris: Robert Laffont, 1992. (Bouquins) 932 p. ISBN 
2221052927. FF140. 
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Dictionary with fairly short biographical entries on about 
3,000 women born before 1951. The definition of 'c61ebre' is of 
course open to interpretation and makes it too easy to find 
oversights. [KDB] 
Nusser, Peter. Deutsche Literatur im Mittelalter: 
Lebensformen, Wertvorstellungen und literarische 
Entwicklungen. Krflners Taschenausgabe 480. Stuttgart: 
Alfred KrOner Verlag, 1992. xiii + 410 pp. 3-520-48001-8. 
38DM. 

A concise account of medieval German literature. [MPO] 
Paul, Hans-Holger. Inventor zu den Nachla'ssen der 
deutsche Arbeiterbewegung. FUr die zehn west-
deutschen Lander und West-Berlin. Im Auftrag des 
Archivs der sozialen Demokratie der Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung. 
Miinchen: Saur, 1993. 996 p. ISBN 3598111045. 118DM. 

Union list of 'Nachlassen* of a broad range of prominent 
figures (including "Ratekommunisten, Sozialdemokraten, Mit-
glieder sozialer Bewegungen, der Frauenbewegung bis zu christ-
lichen Gewerkschaftern und Sozialpolitiker") of the German 
labor movement in archives and libraries of the former Bundes-
republik. The holdings of the Archiv der sozialen Demokratie 
are not included and will be part of a separate publication. The 
inventory is organized by personality offering biographical 
information and covers the holdings of the different archives. 
This will be of special interest to those who are researching the 
role of the labor movement in the history of the Weimar repub
lic, during 'Nationalsozialismus*, during the 'Exil' and in the 
history of the Bundesrepublik after 1945. Contains indices list
ing names of persons and organizations. [KDB] 

Portillo, Rafael. Abecedario del teatro Rafael Portillo & 
Jesus Casado. Segunda ed. corn y aum. Sevilla: Centra Andaluz 
de Teatro/Padilla Libras 1992. 204 p: ill; 24 cm. ISBN 84-
87039-42-1. 3710 Ptas. 

An illustrated dictionary of historical and contemporary 
theatrical terms. Offers English and French equivalents; no 
bibliography. [JKL] 

Price, Glanville. L.S.R. Byrne and E.L. Churchill's A 
comprehensive French grammar. 4th ed. rewritten by 
Glanville Price. Oxford, UK; Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell 
Publishers, 1992 [1993]. 584 p. ISBN 0631181644 (acid-free 
paper); LCCN: 92-84. £45. 

Although described as a "textbook" in the back-cover blurb, 
this extensively rewritten edition of an older title is one of the 
first in a new series, Blackwell Reference Grammars, for which 
entries for German, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and Welsh are 
announced. Contains no exercises, but includes bibliographical 
references and index. [JKL] 

Rodriguez Padr6n, Jorge. Primer ensayo para un die-
cionario de la literatura en Canarias. [Las Palmas]: 
Viceconsejeria de Cultura y Deportes, 1992. 337 p. (Coleccidn 
Clavijo y Fajardo; 14) ISBN 8479470313. 1100 Ptas. 

Contains brief entries on authors (born before 1960 and 
native of or active in the archipelago), reviews and anthologies. 
Brief bibliographical references in the forematter. [JKL] 
Rowlinson, William. 10,000 French words. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1991. 321 p. ISBN 0192828959. 
£4.99. 

Handy list of useful French words and phrases grouped by 
topic and function. The English equivalent is listed, gender is 
indicated, irregular noun plurals, feminine forms of masculine 

nouns, irregular feminine and plural forms of adjectives are 
given, and irregular verbs are marked. [KDB] 

Roy, Alain. Dictionnaire raisonni et illustri du 
thi&tre a Vitalienne. Aries: Actes Sud, cl992. 134 p. 27 
cm. (Papiers) ISBN 2-86943-357-3. FF130. 

A technical dictionary of modern scenography (theatre a 
litalienne here taken in a generic sense), handsomely illustrated 
by the author. No bibliographical apparatus. [JKL] 

Salvi, Giampaolo. Grammatica essenziale di riferi-
mento delta lingua italiana. by Giampaolo Salvi and 
Laura Vanelli. Novara: De Agostini, cl992. 222 p. (Strumenti 
per l'italiano\ 2). ISBN 8800835015. L28,000. 

Salvi is a collaborator on the Grande Grammatica Italiana 
di Consultazione (Bologna: II Mulino, 1989-) [whose annota
tion was deleted from an earlier issue for reasons ofspace\, on 
which this reference grammar is based. It compendiously covers 
the major features of Italian grammar and concludes with a brief 
bibliography. [JKL] 

Soci6t6 des historiens m&U6vistes de l'enseignement sup6ricur. 
L'Histoire midiivale en France: bilan et perspec
tives. Ed. Michel Balard. Paris: Seuil, cl991. 566 p.; 22 cm. 
(L'Univers historique) ISBN 2020125617; LCCN: 91-132651. 
FF220. 

Written by distinguished scholars, the 22 papers from a 
colloquium here describe the state of research in medieval his
tory as practiced in France over the past quarter-century. The 
range of sub-fields is inclusive — from the traditional (social, 
economic, political intellectual, and auxiliary sciences of his
tory) to the new (mentalities, archeology, anthropology, I'infor-
matique). Geographical coverage is also broad — from the 
Turkish world and Africa to the familiar regions of Europe. Bio
graphical notes about the authors and an index to authors cited 
complete the work. The greatest advances of this fertile 
generation, according to Duby, are found in archeology, histori
ography, and the auxiliary sciences. [SFR] 

Soci6t6 des historiens m6di6vistes de l'enseignement supeYieur. 
Bibliographic de Vhistoire midiivale en France 
(1965-1990). Ed. Michel Balard. Paris: Publications de la 
Sorbonne, cl992. 486 p. ISBN 2859442146. $36.89. 

This companion work provides chapter by chapter select 
bibliographies and occasionally bibliographical essays to sup
plement the papers in the preceding volume. It too contains an 
index to authors cited. [SFR] 

Thomsen, Horst, and Frauke Siefkes. Bibliography on 
German Unification; Economic and Social Devel
opments in Eastern Germany, November 1989 to 
June 1992 [=Bibliographie zur deutschen Einigung: 
Wirtschaftliche und soziale Entwicklung in den 
neuen Bundeslandern, November 1989 bis Juni 
1992]. Munich: K.G. Saur, 1993. xvii + 345 p. 3-598-11147-
9. 148DM. 

Computer-aided bibliography subdivided by subjects. 
Nearly 3,400 entries. Useful indices. [MPO] 

Das Ufa-Buch. Ed. Hans-Michael Bock and Michael Ttite-
berg. Frankfurt am Main: Zweitausendeins, 1992. 528 p. 
80DM. 

A history of the Ufa film studio, plus many B/W illustra
tions. Many contributors each treat individual topics. Filmog-
raphies, indices, and a bibliography included. [MPO] 
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Whitlam, John. Collins Portuguese dictionary; 
English-Portuguese, Portuguis-Inglis by John Whit
lam, Vitoria Davies, Mike Harland. Glasgow: HarperCollins, 
1991. xviii, 367 p.; 21 cm. ISBN 0004332253; LCCN GB91-
50159. £10.99. 

A small desk dictionary, unique in its niche, whose back-
cover blurb proclaims its Nineties qualities, with "over 80,000 
references and 110,000 translations." Forcnuitlcr includes: 3 
pages on pronunciation of Portuguese, 2 on English pronuncia
tion, a page on "European Portuguese," 2 pages each on Por
tuguese and English verb forms, and a page on numbers. 
[JKL]= 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Reviews marked * were submitted for the fall 1992 issue; 

the Editor regrets their delay. 

Bibliographical foundations of French historical 
studies Ed. Lawrence J. McCrank. New York: Haworlh Press, 
cl992. xi, 255 p. ill.; 23 cm. ISBN 1560241500 (alk. paper); 
LCCN: 91-25540. Has also been published as Primary 
sources & original works, volume 1, numbers 1/2 1991 
(ISSN 1042-8216; LCCN: 92-658642 sn897697). $29.95. 

This collection of essays is derived from a two-day program 
held in December 1989 within the annual conference of the 
American Historical Association. Organized by Lawrence Mc
Crank for the Association of Bibliography of History, the pro
gram bore the same tide as this special issue, though the pub
lished version is not a record of proceedings. Reflecting the suc
cess of the program, the collection merits attention both for its 
contents and its overall structure of presentations, which might 
be used as a template for similar studies of bibliography, li
braries, and archives in other parts of Europe. As background, it 
would have been helpful if the publication could have included a 
schedule of the actual program, showing the value of the project 
first as a forum for discussion and later as a set of articles. But 
as it stands, it is well worth consultation. 

The collection's four parts are each valuable for different 
reasons. Part I, Bibliographic Methods and French Historical 
Studies, offers a snapshot view, an itat prisent for 1989 that is 
still a useful reference point. Susanne Roberts' article, for ex
ample, "Bibliographic Access to French Studies—A Revolution 
in Progress," sets a sound framework to survey and evaluate 
what is available, inviting readers to update each of the the three 
categories she covers: books, periodicals, and unpublished mate
rials. A similarly valuable approach is found in Marc Olsen's 
description of ARTFL, especially the illustration of his study 
on the Socie'te' de 1789. Of special interest to European fdm 
studies, Robert Maniquis explores problems in filmography and 
historical representation in "The French Revolution and the 
Cinema," an essay that introduces a forthcoming publication. 
And in an analysis of Canadian imprints from 1889-1989, 
Pierre Boulle takes a new historiographical approach by study
ing the treatment of the French Revolution as an elaboration of 
Canadian society. 

Part n, French Archives and Libraries'. Historical Perspec
tives, is less apt to be dated, and could, in part, be used in 
courses on research methods. This is especially true of Jon 
Rudd's account of his experiences searching pre-Revolutionary 
archives and Gregory Monahan's survey of the archives of 
Lyon. Nancy Bartlett contributes a valuable historical perspec
tive on provenance and archival organization as illustrated in the 

concept le respect desfonds, and Bland Addison and Gary Kates 
describe two different approaches to publishing history and 
readership. 

Part III, Post-Revolution French Bibliographic Connec
tions with the New World, deals with the diffusion of French 
culture in North America and in the West Indies. Three articles 
explore regional library or book trade history, while a fourth, 
by Carl Brasscnux, presents both historical and practical infor
mation on archival resources in the Lower Louisiana territory. 

The collection concludes with Part IV, The French Revolu
tion of Archives and Libraries:: From Royal to National and 
from Private to Public Institution, centered on the program's 
major address, Emmanual Le Roy Ladurie's talk on plans for 
the Bibliotheque de France. Unfortunately Le Roy Ladurie could 
submit only part of his talk for publication, so the commenta
tors' contributions in some cases refer to issues not contained in 
the present volume. In any case, Le Roy Ladurie's short article 
is now dated by a number of modifications in the library's plan, 
changes that also affect some of the observations made by 
commentators. But this section retains value as a record of Le 
Roy Ladurie's vision of the library. It is a tribute as well to the 
thoughtful concerns of commentators, among them Carol Arm-
bruster on the role of technology as part of a larger context of 
government support for the BdF and regional libraries, Nancy 
Bartlett on related cooperative efforts with archival collections, 
and Pierre Boulle on the French government's tendency to ne
glect regional and departmental libraries. 

—Mary Jane Parrine (CSt)* 

Euro-librarianship: shared resources, shared respon
sibilities, Ed. Assunta Pisani. New York: Haworth Press, 
c!992. 605 p.: ill.; 23 cm. Papers presented at the Second 
Western European Specialists International Conference which 
took place in Florence, Italy, April 1988. ISBN 1560242663; 
LCCN 91-038269. Has also been published as Collection 
management, volume 15, numbers 1/2 & 3/4, 1992 (ISSN 
0146-2679; LCCN: 78-640677), $49.95. 

I have always found the WESS programs at the Annual 
Conference of ALA to be the most rewarding. They almost 
always address some practical need at the juncture of librarian-
ship and subject specialization, a need that is rarely addressed in 
the education and training for either field. For this reason, I par
ticularly regret having missed the WESS Conference in Flo
rence in April 1988, the first complete conference to have been 
organized by WESS. 

Euro-Librarianship presents the long-awaited proceedings of 
that Florence Conference. The proceedings appeared first as two 
issues of the journal .Collection Manage men /.(volume 15, 
1992), and are now available as a book. While it is convenient 
to have it all together under separate cover, it will probably be 
more useful in its periodical format, since the journal has been 
indexed, and readers will be able to locate articles of interest to 
them. 

Like most conference proceedings, the articles are of vary
ing interest and quality, but they are, in general, a rich com
pendium of information about European studies, especially in 
relation to librarianship. While it is not the kind of book to 
read from cover to cover, it would be helpful to any librarian 
dealing regularly with European studies to dip into the volume, 
read some of the articles, and familiarize herself with others for 
future reference. 

Some of the articles which I found to be the most informa
tive and useful for librarians were: Fernando Guedes, 
"Publishing in Spain and Portugal"; Jean Touzot, "Local His-
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tory in France and Regional Publishing Houses"; Maria Otero-
Boisvert, "The Publishing Industry in the Basque Country: An 
Introduction"; Richard Ring, "Women's Memories, Women's 
Memoirs of the Great War"; Thomas Izbicki, "Microfilm Col
lections of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the United 
States"; Terry Allison, "Toward a Shared Enterprise: Western 
European and U.S. Preservation Programs"; and Knut Dorn, 
"What Price Library Materials? Recent Pricing Policies of 
Journal Publishers: Potential Complications for Libraries and 
Agencies". Many other articles could be mentioned here. I hope 
Ring will soon publish his bibliography of personal narratives 
of World War I, and make this information available to a wider 
audience. 

Only a few of the articles suffer from the time lapse 
between delivery and publication. One example is the address by 
Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie on the future of the Bibliotheque 
Nationale. It is unfortunate that this article could not have been 
updated, as was Simone Blanc's article on the Marguerite 
Durand Library. Fred Lynden's discussion of "Problems in Doc
umenting International Prices" is still informative, although he 
has published much on the topic since the Conference. 

No review, even in the house organ, would be complete 
without its quibbles, and I have some. The program of the Con
ference is reproduced in the back of the volume, and one can 
easily see that not all the papers are published in the book. 
Michael Stoller's "Large Manuscript Collections in Microform: 
A Dubious Library Investment?" was published in the interim 
in Microform Review (vol. 18, 1989), and elicited much debate 
in following issues. I can see several reasons for not reproduc
ing the article here, but it would have been helpful to indicate 
where it had been published, especially as Michael Smethurst's 
refers to it in his closing remarks. Two other articles had also 
been published elsewhere, but are reprinted here nevertheless, 
and they are welcome. It would be good to know if some of the 
other articles not included were published, or will be published. 
I also wonder why most of the articles (yet not all) in French or 
Italian carry English titles. This might be very misleading for a 
prospective reader finding the citation in an index. 

Overall, this is a worthwhile volume that will be helpful 
to Western European Studies librarians for many years to come. 
It certainly makes me not want to miss the next WESS 
Conference. —William S. Monroe 

Guide to libraries in Western Europe: national, 
international and government libraries. Ed. Peter Dale. 
London: British Library, 1991. 122 p.; 30 cm. ISBN 
0712307850; LCCN: GB91-33238. £30. 

A negative review is inevitable when the title of a book 
promises more than it delivers and the book's price falls just 
short of extortion—for a paperback, at that. Intended as a com
panion to Guide to Libraries and Information Units in Govern
ment Departments and Other Organisations, which covers only 
the United Kingdom, Dale's guide purports to list similar insti
tutions that perform a national role in Western Europe. 532 li
braries are listed in four sections—countries, national libraries, 
national library associations, and British Council libraries. The 
clarity of this work is muddled from beginning to end, starting 
with the title. In four places—title page, spine, front and back 
covers—the title reads "Guide to Libraries In Western Europe." 
Only the British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data re
lates the true title: Guide to Governmental Libraries in 
Western Europe (emphasis added). The user of this guide ex
pects greater care from the editor and publisher. 

Unfortunately, inconsistencies continue page after page. 
Why is the (incorrectly named) Prussian State Library not listed 
by its German name as well? There are too many lapses to de
scribe in detail here, but see, for example, items 493 vs. 494, 
287 vs. 288, 475 vs. 478, 474 vs. 481, 502 and 503 vs. 506 
vs. 511 and 512. Consistency is absolutely crucial in a work 
such as Uiis, since variants correctly indexed are easy to locale; 
variants inconsistently indexed are difficult to find; and items 
not indexed are impossible to trace. The three indices (name of 
organization, by country; name of organization, alphabetized; 
subject) are fine, but the editor does not apply corresponding 
rigor to the items themselves. 

Despite Dale's admission to the "somewhat confused situa
tion" in eastern Germany at the time of compilation (p. 23), 
listing the Deutsche Staatsbibliothek and the Deutsche Bucherei 
should have been musts; they are excluded. Instead, should we 
be placated to learn (only) the address, phone number, and vol
ume count (10,000) of the San Marinese Biblioteca di Staiol 
Too much space is given to the (British) Ministry of Defence 
and the British Library in relation to kindred institutions in 
other countries. Listing British Council libraries is simply out 
of place; but if they must be included, then other like institu
tions from Western Europe should have been treated as well, 
e.g. Goethe-Institut branches. 

The section on national library associations bears much un
intended irony: after puzzling through it for longer than one 
may care to, it is frequently best to contact the respective li
brary associations in order to receive more complete answers to 
questions regarding specific libraries in (or not in) this guide. 
Existing works covering libraries of specific countries are supe
rior, such as Jahrbuch der Deutschen Bibliotheken and Martha 
L. Brogan's Research Guide to Libraries and Archives in the 
Low Countries [reviewed in our previous issue]. Some informa
tion in this edition of Guide to [Governmental] Libraries in 
Western Europe is useful, but too much information is disorga
nized and irrelevant —Michael P. Olson (CLU)* 

In the spirit of 1992: access to Western European 
libraries and literature. Eds. Mary M. Huston & Maureen 
Pastine. New York: Haworth Press, cl992. 129 p.; 23 cm. 
ISBN 1560242760 (acid-free paper); LCCN: 92-8730. Has also 
been published as the Reference librarian, number 35, 1992 
(ISSN: 0276-3877; LCCN: 84-641813 sf824078). $40 
(individuals), $95 (institutions), per volume (two numbers). 

One of the editors, Huston (Texas Woman's University) 
gives the following reasons for this special number of The Ref
erence Librarian: the closer social and political ties within 
Western Europe have "stimulated the emergence of unprece
dented cooperation among professionals both within and across 
national borders" (1). Such cooperation has naturally been the 
result of electronic technology with its linked machine-readable 
databases which can be "electronically mined" from anywhere in 
the world. This volume's goal, then, is to describe and appraise 
the Western European information network, its resources, 
plans, policies, agencies, and so on, for the North American 
information specialist, whose knowledge of and expertise in 
this area is spotty at best. 

A. Dierickx, Director-General for Research, European Par
liament, gives a contextual overview of the information envi
ronment, as well as dealing with policy formulation by the 
European Community (EC). The driving force behind EC 
information policies is "the fear of Europe being totally domi
nated by Japanese and U.S. competition in the information 
market" (7). Given the existence of different languages, copy-
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right laws and government practices, the formulation of such 
policies is a vastly complex one but the author does a masterful 
job at elucidating the major programs that have resulted from 
information policies such as FAST (Forecasting and Assess
ment in Science and Technology) and ISDN (Integrated Services 
Digital Network). He also discusses several programs, either in 
place or proposed, of specific interest to the librarian: the 
"European Library" would create "a kind of automated central 
catalogue of references relevant to Europe" (18-19), covering 
various disciplines and areas, such as EC aid to the "Lomey" 
developing countries; EUROLIB, aims to establish a union cat
alog of material on European integration, as well as a document 
delivery system; LIBER, the association of European research 
libraries, founded in 1971, plays the same role as RLG and 
ARL. Besides these programs there have been two ambitious 
drafts in 1987 and 1989 for a "Plan of Action for Libraries in 
the EC." The latter is an "information-technology oriented pro
gramme" relying on state-of-the-art technology, adopting com
mon bibliographical standards and stressing library cooperation, 
so as "to secure a firm position for European libraries in the 
information society and, consequently, to offer users optimum 
information services as a prerequisite for economic, social and 
cultural progress" (21). 

The Dierickx article is the most extensive and wide-ranging 
of the collection and includes also a valuable annotated bibliog
raphy on access to EC information. The rest of the contribu
tions focus on more limited topics. Philip Bryant, University 
of Bath, discusses bibliographic access in the United Kingdom, 
concentrating on the three most important factors: the national 
bibliographic service; bibliographic standards and the book 
trade; and networking. His discussion of JANET (Joint Aca
demic Network) and CURL (Consortium of University 
Research Libraries) are highly informative. JANET, with access 
to some 60 OPACs in 1991, offers almost unlimited research 
capabilities while CURL is a resource sharing program that uti
lizes JANET. 

The article on "Access to Information in the Nordic Coun
tries" by Antti Soirii of the Finnish Research Libraries, should 
be of interest to every Scandinavian specialist, especially the 
plan for a "Union Nordic Library." The last article is a joint 
contribution by three librarians at Wisconsin-Madison, Erwin 
K. Welsch, Eleanor Rodini and Victoria Hill, on "Access to 
European Online Databases." It describes work they have con
ducted with European online services, especially the FRANCIS 
database, the EC databases and the German national bibliogra
phy, "to determine the applicability of these titles to the needs 
of scholars in the humanities and social sciences concerned with 
Western Europe" (96). It is a valuable and practical document 
which every subject specialist in the field would do well to con
sult. Indeed, the same can be said for the whole collection. 

—Frank Di Trolio (FU) 

Library Automation and Networking: New Tools 
for a New Identity. Eds. Herman Liebaers & Marc Wal-
ckiers. MUnchen/London, NY, Paris: K. G. Saur, 1991. ISBN 
3-598-10935-0 $60.00. 

This is the proceedings from the European Conference, 
May 9-11,1990, Brussels. The editors are respectively the pres
ident and secretary of the European Foundation for Library Co
operation. There are forty-two papers, about three quarters in 
English and the rest in French (with an English abstract), most 
less than 10 pages long. 

The papers arranged as given in sessions, as follows: The 
CEC [Commission of the European Communities] Plan of Ac

tion for libraries and preparatory activities; New technologies 
and data collecting for preservation; Networks (networking be
tween publishers, distributors and libraries, WANs—Wide Area 
Networks, LANs—Local Area Networks, and OSI—Open Sys
tems Interconnections); Data & Access (Sources, formats & 
standards, Subject access & multilinguism, OPACs and CD-
ROMs, CD-ROMs and online databases); Automation (Cooper
ative library systems, New tools and methods); Librarianship 
(Management of library services, A changing profession in a 
changing Europe); Transnational interlending; "Making 
Change" (Videoconference between European, American and 
Japanese librarians on new technologies and libraries). 

Among possible future projects mentioned: a European 
Register of Microfilm Masters, a European school of library 
science, and the use of standardized search languages or proto
cols (Denmark has already ratified the Common Command 
Language). 

Individual papers give overviews and general descriptions of 
libraries or the state of automation, or specific project descrip
tions, dealing with with one country, two or more, or of Eu
rope in general. A sample of paper topics include: "CEC Plan 
of Action for the libraries: project planning and implementa
tion," "Preservation activities of the regional centre of 'PAC of 
the 'IFLA' at Leipzig," "Multilingual bibliographic access via 
subject in Europe," "Study of interlending and document supply 
in Europe," and "Developments in information technology and 
the education for librarianship." 

The book is what one of my colleagues call a "typewriter 
book," the text appears to have been typewritten, with no varia
tion in font or size of type. There are several typos [Sid — 
Ed}. With the variety of topics there is surely something for 
everyone; however, it is not something that is easy reading 
from start to finish but is easier to take in small batches, say 
one session at a time. —Julie Still (PCW)* 

Revue, A Survey of Studies on French Culture and 
Society. Published twice a year. New York: Institute of 
French Studies, Graduate School of Arts & Science, New York 
University. No. 1: Religions in French Society (Spring 1991) 
Editor: Eric Fassin. ISSN 1058-127; LCCN: 92-643423-S. 
Institutional subscription (1991): $25 

Revue is an ambitious journal. "Longer reviews and review 
articles, grouping together a few books or articles; but also 
review essays, examining a whole field of research," brought 
together in a thematic dossier, all of this written by specialists 
in the field. This is indeed ambitious. The editorial committee's 
guiding principle, that "reviewing is a fundamental aspect of 
scientific work, and (...) we plan to take this function seri
ously," is not only refreshing but also invokes the high stan
dard by which the journal wants to be judged. The product, the 
first issue of Revue, passes this test with flying colors, and is, 
in my not unbiased, opinion, a very welcome addition and even 
an uncharacteristically exciting exemplar of a type of journal 
not known to engender much enthusiasm. 

Revue's object is France, its culture and society, since the 
Revolution. It is precisely by this tighter scope that Revue dis
tinguishes itself clearly from the more wide-ranging Prefaces, 
which ceased publication in 1990. 

The first half of this issue is taken up by a dossier of more 
than 90 pages on 'Religions in French Society' and focuses on 
(1) lLe Religieux' with articles ranging from "paganisme au 
christianisrne m6di6val" and from "mythologies a la fin de la 
religion," including a review article on Michel de Certeau; and 
(2) 'Les Religions' with articles covering recent publications on 
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Islam, Protestantism, Catholicism, Judaism, and 'la lai'cit6' in 
France. The review essays are treasures for collection develop
ment librarians and constitute at the same time ideal overviews 
of recent research that should be in high demand among graduate 
students. The second part, another 100 pages, includes a mini-
dossier on 'L'Etat', reviews of single books, and review articles 
on, among others, the 'Annates Initiative', the 'Fin de Siecle", 
and "The Extreme Right in France'. 

Revue has made it its policy to include in the endnotes 
citations and abstracts of appropriate recent Ph.D. dissertations 
from U.S. and Canadian universities (courtesy from UMI). A 
separate section with lengthy and critical assessments of newly 
founded journals (Genises, La Rigle du Jeu , and Revue 
francaise de droit constitutions!), will be highly appreciated by 
selectors in these tough times for new serials. Furthermore, the 
main dossier includes an interview with Olivier Mongin, the 
director of the journal Esprit, highlighting an influential journal 
in the intellectual history of France. Both features on journals, 
we are promised, will return in each issue. 

I was extremely pleased with the tone as well as with the 
quality of the writing, both in English and French. Most of 
these reviews and essays are contributed by an impressive group 
of academics from both sides of the Atlantic including, among 
others, Marc Aug6, Jacques Revel, Claude Langlois, Gilles 
Kepel, Tony Judt, and Jerrold Seigel, befitting the ambitious 
nature of this journal. I hope Revue will be a survivor (which it 
deserves). The journal, which had to overcome some initial dif
ficulties, will publish its second issue in March/April 1993 and 
will continue with its regular schedule. The second issue will 
include a dossier on 'Figures de l'individu' and an interview 
with Pierre Nora, director of the journal Dibat. 

—Kurt De Belder (NNU) 

Schreiber, Klaus. BUcher, Zeitschriften und andere 
Medien aus Italien: Nachschlagewerke fUr die 
Praxis in Bibliotheken und Buchhandel. Berlin: 
Deutsches Bibiliotheksinstitut, 1992. 221 p. (Dbi-Materialien, 
115) ISBN 3-87068-915-3; LCCN 92-186147. 20 DM 

Those who read German and are interested in the acquisition 
of current Italian materials will do well to consult this useful 
book. The author, head of acquisitions at the WUrttemberg state 
library, intended to produce a handbook to help selectors outside 
of Italy acquire newly published Italian materials, and he has 
succeeded. 

Structurally the book is an annotated bibliography with a 
large appendix giving basic information on selected Italian 
scholarly publishers. Bibliographical tools for all subject disci
plines are reviewed, including children's literature. Due attention 
is given to tools not in print form and tools helpful for acquir
ing nonprint materials. Entries are arranged by subject. The 
author has examined almost every title noted, and for periodical 
publications he notes the issue or issues on which his review is 
based. Every entry has at least a sentence or two of annotation, 
but often the commentary is much lengthier. 

To me the value of mis book lies in its comprehensiveness 
and the quality of its annotations. The author has reviewed a 
wide variety of materials, including several not available in the 
commercial book trade, such as exhibition catalogs and catalogs 
of government publications and bank sponsored publications. 
An extensive section reviews sources of addresses, not only for 
commercial publishers, but for government bodies, university 
research organizations, and religious bodies as well. Another 
large section is devoted to regional bibliographies. I suspect 

that even those experienced in Italian acquisitions will discover 
some new titles of potential use. 

The annotations are valuable because of their thoroughness 
and their critical quality. Other reviews of the title in question 
are sometimes cited, and statistics often underline the author's 
point For example, a table shows the number of Casalini Libri 
selection slips received in 1989 and 1990, subdivided by die ten 
most general Dewey Decimal classifications, and with the aver
age and total price for titles in each classification. Always he 
measures the worth of a title according to its usefulness in 
acquiring materials, and if the title is not useful, he does not 
hesitate to say so. Favorite targets of his criticisms are lack of 
series information and lack of clear criteria for inclusion in the 
selective bibliographical publications. Some of the notes intro
ducing sections of the bibliography (e.g., literary columns in 
newspapers) contain valuable observations on the general nature 
of Italian publishing. 

More than one third of the book is descriptions and evalua
tions of the catalogs of 76 scholarly publishers. Those already 
experienced in Italian acquisitions will be well acquainted with 
these publishers and their catalogs, but I can see the value of 
this appendix to someone new to the field. It is unfortunate that 
there is no title index to aid those wanting to see the author's 
comments on a particular title. Even with these criticisms, I 
can readily recommend the book for large research libraries. 

—George Crafts (ViU) 

Welsch, Erwin K. Libraries and Archives in France: 
With 1991 Supplement. New York: Council for European 
Studies, 1991. xxiii, 147 p. $16.00 

This new edition of Erwin K Welsch's valuable and much 
used Libraries and Archives in France: A Handbook is a very 
welcome development and will be of great interest to libraries 
and the many scholars and students travelling to France on re
search trips. Eminently portable, and modesdy priced at $16.00, 
the wealth of information it contains serves to introduce the 
user to libraries and archives in France in a wonderfully well-re
searched and reassuring way. While it is absolutely essential for 
those planning a first visit to French libraries and archives, the 
experienced researcher will also benefit from the useful and 
time-saving information provided. 

The last revised edition was published in 1979, and the 
shortcomings noted then—principally the all-inclusive impres
sion conveyed by the title (though the introduction stales that 
the guide is limited to the social sciences) and the lack of an in
dex—have not been addressed in this 1991 revision. Basically, 
the text of the 1979 edition has not been changed or added to at 
all, though the 1991 Supplement does include a selective list of 
publications that updates, but does not supplant, the bibliogra
phy in the 1979 edition. The strength of this new edition obvi
ously lies in the inclusion of this 1991 Supplement. As stated 
in the introduction to the Supplement, because of space consid
erations just a few of the many changes that are taking place in 
French archives can be considered. Not least among these 
changes are the new developments in access to contemporary 
archives. The principal changes are treated fully and information 
essential for using these collections is provided. 

In keeping with the level of information provided in the 
1979 edition the new entries include the addresses, hours, hold
ings, procedures to be followed in obtaining a user's card, cata
logs and the new automated formats for requesting archives, or
ganizational publications and photocopying rules and costs. The 
principal change over the last decade is the new building where 
access services and reading rooms are now located for the 
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Archives Nationales. Called the "Centre d'Accueil et de 
Recherche des Archives Nationales," and referred to by its ini
tials C.A.R.A.N. and colloquially as "Le Caran" and the adja
cent building known as "Le Petit Caran." The comprehensive 
description covering new procedures for obtaining materials also 
includes portions reprinted from Michael Fitzsimmon's excel
lent 1989 FHS article "New Directions for the Archives 
Nationales." 

Access to materials dated after 1940, previously included as 
part of the AN's "Section Contemporaine," is changing from 
the AN to "Le Centre des Archives Contemporaines a 
Fontainebleau," and a useful entry with a bibliography on this 
Center and contemporary archival developments is included in 
this Supplement. 

Changes in libraries are not considered in the Supplement 
because of limited space and also because of the availability of 

the Bulletin d'Orienlation published by Reid Hall, the Graduate 
Research Institute of Columbia University in Paris. There is a 
bibliography on libraries in France though, which updates, 
without supplanting that contained in the 1979 edition. The 
next major change, of course, is coming as a result of the com
pletion of the new automated Bibliotheque de France which will 
replace the Bibliotheque Nationale. When completed this will 
dramatically alter patterns of access to and use of material. 

In the meantime, Erwin K. Welsch and the Council for Eu
ropean Studies have provided libraries and the scholarly com
munity with a valuable resource, through several different edi
tions, and certainly libraries with any interest in European Stud
ies should add this 1991 edition to their collections. 

—Sandra Fraser (NNU)* 

PERSONAL AND 
INSTITUTIONAL NEWS 
Column Editor: Sandra Fraser 

See note at end of column. 

Our esteemed [sic] editor is anxious that a correction to 
James H. Spohrer's last piece as editor of this column be 
announced and an apology be issued to Timothy Shipe, who 
just happened to have attended a conference last August in 
Princeton on electronic texts. The scribal error in rendering his 
name occurred because Spohrcr was listening to a Bach piece 
conducted by Timothy Shaw at the time! Invoking Bach as the 
excuse, Jim Spohrer (and Jeffry Larson, I'm sure) both hope 
that Mr. Shipe can forgive the error. 

Many thanks to those who answered my recent plea for 
news and information for inclusion in this issue of the News
letter. Susanne Roberts, of Yale's Sterling Memorial 
Library reports that as Chair of the Medieval Academy of Amer
ica's Committee on Library Preservation (and also the Com
mission on Preservation and Access's Scholarly Advisory Com
mittee on Preservation), she will be appearing as a panelist in a 
plenary session on "The Electronic Medievalist" at the Medieval 
Academy's annual meeting in Tucson AZ, April 1-3,1993. She 
expects to speak about digitization both as a preservation tech
nique and a means of making texts more easily available to 
scholars. In addition, this Committee will be sponsoring a ses
sion, which she will chair, on "Medieval Libraries: Creation 
and Destruction" at the 28th International Congress on 
Medieval Studies in Kalamazoo MI, May 6-9, 1993. Four 
papers will consider German, Spanish and Austrian libraries. 

Tony Angiletta became Director of Collections at Stan
ford on November 1,1992 in which position he had been acting 
since January 1, 1992. His primary responsibilities revolve 
around leading and administering the Collection Development 
Program of the Stanford University Libraries which encom
passes some 13 libraries, including the main research library, 
Green, and the $7 million materials budget; representing Stan
ford nationally; maintaining the expanding cooperative collec
tion development arrangements with other institutions such as 
UC and having the primary role in donor relations and fundrais-
ing for the collections. Tony has been Curator for the Social 
Sciences since 1988 and will continue in this role until a search 
is completed for his replacement. He will continue to be 
responsible for West European social sciences and hence will, 

he says, remain a WESSer [or is that WESSie?]. He wryly 
comments that this will, of course, create the situation where, 
as bibliographer, he reports to a person who reports to him 

Reinhart Sonnenburg brings to our attention the 
appearance of the 3rd revised edition of Jim Campbells 
"Directory of German Specialists in North American Libraries" 
which has just come out and is being distributed by members of 
the Germanists Discussion Group. Everyone listed in the direc
tory will receive a copy. Others who want to obtain the direc
tory should contact Reinhart Sonnenburg, Classics, German, 
etc, Librarian, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH 43210 (e-
maihsonnenburg. l@osu.edu) for the paper copy, or Jim Camp
bell (jmc@poe.acc.virginia.edu) for the machine readable 
version. 

James Spohrer reports that the Library at Berkeley has 
received a Title VI grant in the Foreign Periodicals Program for 
approximately $45,000 to collect little-held serials in four 
areas: Slavic and East European Studies, Africana, East Asian 
Studies and German Studies. He intends to purchase subscrip
tions and backfiles for some 60 German journals, chosen 
largely from among small and alternative presses publishing in 
the fields of contemporary history and politics, philosophy, 
public policy and culture. The period of the grant is October 
1992 through September 1993, and recipients are eligible to 
request renewal of the grants for two additional years. 

Craig Likness has been named Assistant Director for 
Public Services and Collections at Trinity University in San 
Antonio. Previously responsible for collection development 
activities and humanities bibliography, he now puts most of 
his energy into administrative matters concerning reference, bib
liographic instruction, and special collections. 

Craig has also agreed to be the new editor for this 
column. Please snd items for the fall issue to him at the 
address in the officers' roster on the back cover. 

The Editor expresses his appreciation to Sandra Fraser for 
her efforts in compiling this column.^ 
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Executive Committee Minutes 
Summary of meetings of January 23, 1992, 

as recorded by James Spohrer 
and of January 26,1993, as recorded by Thomas Izbicki 
Linda Phillips of the ACRL Board was introduced as a 

guest at the first Executive Committee meeting. 
Stephen Lehmann, Chair of the Newsletter Subcommittee, 

reported on Newsletter survey at the first Executive Commit
tee meeting; 90% of those who responded have Internet 
accounts; 70-80% would pay a surcharge to receive the News
letter. The budget for FY 1994 has money only for one issue. 
ACRL does not propose to support online distribution of the 
Newsletter, but this needs to be done. Also, the international 
contacts of WESS and other Sections require a paper format. 
WESS needed to determine whether to request additional 
contributions from vendors, and this approach was approved. 
The idea of creating an "ACRL options committee" regarding 
the Newsletter was accepted unanimously, and this issue will 
be presented to the Newsletter Subcommittee, which will report 
back to the Executive Committee. At the second Executive 
Committee meeting, Stephen Lehmann reported on the meeting 
of the Section newsletter editors concerning recent actions of 
the ACRL Board concerning the Task Force report on section 
newsletters [see his article on page / ] . He asked the WESS Ex
ecutive Committee to concur with the following resolution of 
the editors, adopted at their meeting on January 25: 

"1. We, the Section newsletter Editors, are concerned about 
the upcoming Executive Committee explorations of 
ways to implement the Task Force on Publications 
recommendations. 

2. Considering the importance of the newsletters to the 
work of the Sections, we ask that the Board actively 
consult with the Section newsletter Editors and seek 
input from us as well as involve us closely in the de
cisions regarding the Task Force recommendations. 

3. At our meeting today, we developed a number of specific 
ideas that we would like to discuss with the Board. 

Action: We ask the Board to respond to sentence 2 of our 
resolution." 

Craig Likness moved that the WESS Executive Committee 
concur. Kilton seconded. The motion was approved. A brief dis
cussion of self publication of the WESS Newsletter fol
lowed. 

At the first Executive Committee meeting, it was pointed 
out that James Romer and John Kaiser need to be replaced as 
persons in charge of its compilation and distribution. At the 
second Executive Committee meeting, Tom Kilton reported 
that Heleni Pedersoli is the new editor of both versions of the 
WESS Directory; but, until the New Orleans meeting, John 
Kaiser will distribute the paper copy and James Romer the disk 
copy. Edward Shreeves has offered to continue updating the 
WESS Officers' Manual. The WESS brochure is ready, and 
James Spohrer will have copies for the New Orleans conference. 
Recent publications include submission of the San Francisco 
program to Ha worth Press. 

Charles Fineman reported that the "London 1994" confer
ence will not take place as planned because of unforeseen prob
lems with the construction of the new British Library [see 
Catharine Halls's article below."]. The program committee will 
meet and discuss other options. It was noted that LIBER is 
beginning to be active and successful in numerous activities of 
interest to WESS, and it may be a viable partner in the future. 

The results of the discussion of the New Orleans Program 
are presented in the article of Dick Hacken, Program Committee 
Chair [page 14]. 

John Cullers reported for the Nijhoff Award Committee on 
the uncertainties relative to the responsibilities of the award 
recipients. He will investigate further and develop some guide
lines for reporting expenditures. At the second Executive 
Committee meeting, he reported that instructions for Nijhoff 
grantees concerning follow-through after receipt of the award are 
being devised. [Subsequently, the Committee announced that 
that no Martinus Nijhoff International West European Special
ist Study Grant would be awarded this year.] 

The WESS Executive Committee supported the resolution 
opposing Colorado Amendment 2. 

Ceres Birkhead reported a small decline in WESS member
ship. 

Craig Likness reported on the meeting of the General Dis
cussion Group, especially Barbara Walden's description of recent 
progress on the ARL project. Mention was made of a related 
study of the acquisition of foreign-language materials being 
contemplated by the College and Medium-Sized Libraries Dis
cussion Group. He led a discussion of the relationship between 
the membership meeting and the General Discussion Group. 

There were no action items from the Discussion Groups 
[see their announcements on page 14 ]. 

Discussion groups contemplating applications for ACRL 
initiative awards should keep the Executive Committee in
formed. —Condensed by John Cullars & Jeffry Larson-

WESS International Conference 
—Catharine Halls (NN) 

At the planning committee meeting in Denver we were dis
appointed to be told by Charles Fineman that the projected con
ference cannot now be held in London in 1994. This is mainly 
because of continuing delays in the completion of the new Brit
ish Library building; additional factors are that the meeting 
rooms within the new building would be inadequate for our 
likely requirements, the St. Pancras neighbourhood is not very 
suitable for such a conference, London itself is now extremely 
expensive, and LIBER moreover have now withdrawn from 
their plans (not to be rescheduled) for a London meeting to be 
held back to back with WESS. We therefore have to accept the 
impossibility of that happy conjunction — British Library, 
LIBER, and WESS — that had once seemed so feasible. 

The committee decided that we should continue to explore 
any possible alternatives for holding an international conference 
in Europe with the more realistic target of 1995, as we must 
now expect to undertake all the planning ourselves. We must 
also be aware of many uncertainties that can occur within that 
time frame — above all those relating to the evolving political 
and economic scene in Europe and the possible effect upon 
attendance and the relevance of topics that we plan to discuss, 
also the obvious need for economy and some financial assis
tance if we are to attract the wholehearted support of librarians 
from North America and Europe. 

Our meeting then became an attempted salvage operation as 
we examined the existing possibilities, starting with the offers 
of support for such a conference already made by some vendors. 
We also felt that some discussion might be continued wiih 
those contacts already made in England, if the need for addi
tional alternatives becomes necessary. Charles Fineman will 
follow up these possibilities, and we hope to establish a loca
tion and a more precise date in readiness for more detailed plan-
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ning, probably with some assistance from various contacts in 
Europe who can act as facilitators. 

Some programme ideas that were then considered included 
electronic networking, preservation (from the archival as much 
as the commercial viewpoint), conspectus (recognised as very 
appropriate by Charles Fineman, as it is currently of great inter
est in Europe), EC impact upon the book trade, management 
(Western style), and professional mobility. A suggested overall 
theme was that of access within a united Europe. 

At New Orleans we hope to continue with further discus
sion of the programme, practical organisational matters, and 
funding possibilities, with the continued assistance of col
leagues from SEES. I hope we can look forward — with 
guarded optimism — to laying the groundwork for planning a 
timely, well-attended conference that will prove to be a not 
unworthy successor to those held previously by WESS in Min
nesota and Florence.^ 

Joint WESS/SEES Program 
in New Orleans 

—Richard Hacken (UPB), Program Committee Chair 
The Western European Specialists, in cooperation with the 

Slavic and East European Section, will present a program on 
Monday, June 28, 1993 entitled "Europe East and West: New 
Resources for North American Libraries." Note the beginning 
time: 9:00 a.m. Look for the specific locale in Cajunville to be 
announced in the ALA Conference Program. 

This program will focus on the documentation of recent, 
historic events in both Eastern and Western Europe. New 
resources relevant to, and in many cases arising from these 
events will be discussed: the dissolution of the Soviet bloc and 
the rise of independent states, German unification, European 
Community integration efforts, etc. Speakers will suggest 
modes of access to information from previously inaccessible 
archives, from microform, book, and electronic resources. 

The first speaker, Edward Kasinec, Chief of the Slavic and 
Baltic Division, New York Public Library, will speak on "New 
Resources from Eastern Europe." The second speaker will be 
our own Sem Sutter, Bibliographer for Western European 
Languages and Literatures, University of Chicago, speaking on 
"New Resources from Western Europe." The third speaker, 
Michael Miller, Germans from Russia Bibliographer, North 
Dakota State University, will speak on "New Resources on 
Germans from Russia." Finally, Norman Ross, President of 
Norman Ross Publishing, will be our discussant. General 
discussion of the program topic and the annual WESS business 
meeting will follow the program presentation. 

So, in short, if you're interested in Czeching out the 
Slovaks, hearing a Serb-blurb, knowing why a rolling Stasi 
gathers no mossy and whether the EC is p.c, or where 
Lawrence Wclk's accordion and Eva Braun's molars now reside, 
then be front row center at the WESS program in New 
Orleans." 

WESS DISCUSSION GROUPS 
Summer 1993 

Classical, Medieval and Renaissance 
[No announcement received.] 

—Fred Jenkins (ODaU), Chair 

College & Medium-Sized Libraries 
The College & Medium-Sized Libraries Discussion Group 

will be meeting on Tuesday, June 29th from 8:00 am to 9:00 
am. The group will discuss the survey it plans to distribute, 
which will chart trends in Western European materials acquisi
tions at college and medium-sized libraries. We encourage 
everyone to participate. —Gretchen Holten (NbU), Chair 

E-mail: gretchen@unllib.unl.edu 

Germanists 
[No announcement received.] 

—Barbara Walden (MnU), Chair 
Romance 

Our chair-elect, Adan Griego (CU-SB), has proposed a pos
sible topic for the next meeting: cooperative collection devel
opment projects. He would also like to invite the Assistant 
University Librarian for collection development at UC-Santa 
Barbara, Stella Bentley, to discuss the "California model." She 
could give us an administrator's perspective while we would 
compliment the discussion with a bibliographer's point of 
view. 

At the Denver meeting we, of course, touched on the ques
tion and it would be a good idea if we could "institutionalize" 
some of the issues, e.g., systematically announcing every 
major acquisition. The RomList [maintained by Jeffry Larson 
— e-mail addresses on page 2] could be the main bulletin board 
for whatever cooperative measures we take. Also the speaker 
could raise some issues specific to Romance Studies within the 
California experience, if possible. 

Members should feel free to comment on the topic by 
communicating their ideas through the RomList, especially if 
one thinks that there is a topic of greater priority. 

—Frank Di Trolio (FU), Chair 
FranDiT@nervm.bitnet 

Scandinavian 
[As we went to press, there was no specific topic for New 

Orleans that was ready to announce.] 
—Sem Sutter (ICU), Chair 

uclbook@uchimvsl or book@midway.uchicago.edu 



WESS DIRECTORY SURVEY 

I. Background Information: 

Name: . 
Preferred mailing address: 

Institutional Affiliation: 

Job title: 
Phone (Wl:_ 
(H): 
FAX; 
E-Mail 
address: 

II. Job description (Please provide information appropriate to your present job, 
indicating primary task[s] and areas of expertise as listed below): 

Circle one or more of the below, as appropriate: 

National/International areas: 
l.U.K.-Ireland 
2. France 
3. Germany-Austria 
4. Greece 
5. Iberia 

11. Other (specify): _ 

6. Italy 
7. Benelux 
8. Switzerland 
9. Scandinavia 

10. International Agencies 

B. Subject areas: 
1. History 
2. Language and literature 
3. Other humanities 
(specify): 

4. Social Sciences (specify): 

5. Sciences (specify): 

6. Other (specify): 

Tasks that occupy 25% or more of your time: 
1. Acquisitions 5. Collection development 
2. Administration 6. Reference 
3. Bibliographic instruction 7. Teaching 
4. Cataloging 8. Other (specify): 

D. Please mark with an A the languages of collections under your administration/ 
responsibility; mark with a P the languages in which you have personal expertise: 
1. English 
2. Danish 
3. Dutch/Flemish 
4. French 
5. German 

6. Icelandic. 
7. Italian 
8. Latin 

11. Portuguese 
12. Spanish . 
13. Swedish 

9. Norwegian 
10. Classical or Modem 

Greek 

14. Other (specify): 

III. Western European collections at your institution of interest to specialists; 
please ln'.ljdc a brief description or attach pertinent information. 

IV. Educational Background: 
Degree — Institution — Academic Field(s) 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

Library Science 

V. Membership in ALA units or other professional associations: 

VI. Research Interests and major projects of interest to WESS members: 

Please return this questionnaire to: Heleni Pedersoli, 0131 McKeldin Library, 
Collection Management, University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742-7011 ; 
e-mail: Heleni_M_PEDERSOLl@umail.umd.edu. 

Order your copy of the WESS Directory now! Use this coupon (with check made out 
ACRL) to order a copy of the WESS Directory, either on paper or diskette from Hclcni 
Pedersoli at the address above. For a paper copy of the Directory, send S3 for ACRL 
members, S5 for non-members. To obtain a copy of the disk ("as is" with no guarantees), 
please send $5.00, a stamped self-addressed disk mailer, with postage, and an unformatted 
3.5 inch disk. 

Name 

Address: 

ACRL Member? Yes No Amount enclosed Date: 



Requested WESS 1993 
Summer Schedule 

Subject to Confirmation 

Saturday, June 26 
2:00-4:00 PM Executive Committee (I) 
8:00-10:00 PM 1994 International Conference Planning 

Sunday, June 27 
8:00-9:00 AM Nijhoff Award (closed) 
8:00-9:00 AM Nominating (closed) 
9:30-11:00 AM Research & Planning 
11:30 AM-12:30 PM Germanists 
2:00-4:000 PM Newsletter 

will adjourn to join Publications Committee 
00-4:000 PM Publications 
30-5:30 PM Classical, Medieval & Renaissance 
30-5:30 PM .Romance 
00-10:00 PM 1994 Miami Conference Planning 

Monday, June 28 
8:00-9:00 AM Scandinavian 
9:00 AM-12:30 PM Jt WESS/SEES Conference Program: 

"Europe, East & West"; Discussion of the program topic and 
the annual WESS business meeting will follow the program 

Tuesday, June 29 
8:00-9:00 AM ARL Project Advisory Committee 
8:00-9:OOAM College & Medium-sized Libraries 
9:30-11:30AM Executive Committee (II) 

WESS Officers, 1992-1993 
Chair:. Ceres Birkhead 

Reference, Room 316 Marriott Library 
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT 84112 

Tel: 801-581-6329; FAX: 801-581-4882 
E-mail (new): cbirkhea@alexandria.lib.utah.edu 

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect: James H. Spohrer 
German Collections Librarian, 390 Main Library 

University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720 
Tel.: 415-642-0956; E-mail: jspohrer@library.berkeley.edu 

Member-at-Large: Craig Likness 
Assistant Director for Public Services and Collections 

Trinity University Library 
715 Stadium Dr., San Antonio TX 78212 

Tel: 512-736-7344; E-mail: clikness@trinity.edu 

Secre ta ry : Tom Izbicki 
Eisenhower Library, Johns Hopkins University 

Baltimore, MD 21218 
Tel: 410-516-7173; E-mail (new): izbick@jhunix.bitnet 

Past Chair: John Kaiser 
Chief, Commonwealth Campus Libraries 

Pennsylvania State University Library 
1136 South Atherton Street, State College, PA 16801 

Tel: 814-863-1561; FAX: 814-865-3665 
E-mail: jrk@psulias.bitnet 
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